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No. 60.

Fro/» general f^Vtlkinson to the American secretary at war.

Sitt, Head-quarters, French Mills, Nov. 18, 1813.

I beg this may be considered as an appendage to my official

communication respecting the action of the lith instant.

I last evening received the enclosed information, the result

of the examination of sundry prisoners taken on the field of

battle, which justifies the opinion of the general officers who
were in the engagament. This goes to prove, that altl uugh the

itnperious obligations of duty did not allow me sufficient time

to rout the enemy, they were beaten ; the accidental loss of

one ficld-piecc notwithstanding, after it had b^en discharged 15

or 20 times. I have also learned, from what has been considered

good authority, but I wilt not vouch for the correctness of it,

that the enemy's loss exceeded 500 killed and wounded.

The enclosed report w'ill correct an error in my former

communication, as it appears it was the S9th, and not the 84th,

Britisli regiment, which was engaged on the 11th. I beg leave

to mention, in the action of the llth, what, from my severe in-

disposition, I have omitted.

Having received information, late in the day, that the con-

test had become somewlsat dubious, I ordered up a reserve of

600 men, whom I had ordered to stand by their arms, under

lieu tenant-col. Upham, ^vho gallantly led them into action,

which terminated a few minutes after their arrival on the

ground. With great consideration and respect, I have the

honor to be, &c. JAMES WILKINSON.
Hon. John Armstrong, secretary at war.

Here follows a statement of the strength of the British

forces, engaged in action of the llth of Nov.—1800 regulars,

300 militia, 40 Indians.—Total, 2170 ^ upwards of loOO

more than thev were.
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