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10 HISTORICAL NOTES IlESPECTING Cu. I.

Lescarbot, who published liis History of New
France in 1618, and who had visited that country

from curiosity, makes the following remark respect-

ing the Indians. " I cannot avoid confessing that

the people whom I have to describe are possessed

of many good qualities. They are valorous, faitii-

ful, generous, and humane; and their hospitality

so great, that they extend it to every one who

is not their enemy. They speak with much judg-

ment and reason, and when they have any im-

portant enterprise to undertake, the chief is atten-

tively listened to for two or three hours together, and

he is answered, point to point, as the subject may

require. If, therefore, we call them savages, it

is an abusive appellation, which they do not de-

serve, as will be proved in the course of this

History."*

In the Report transmitted in 1656 from the

Jesuit mission among the Iroquois, that celebrated

people are thus noticed. " Among many faults

caused by their blindness and barbarous education,

we meet with virtues enough to cause shame among

the most of Christians. Hospitals for the poor

would be useless among them, because there are

no beggars; for those who have, are so liberal

to those who are in want, that every thing is

• Histoire de la Nouvelle France, par Marc Lescarbot,

Avocat en Parlement, liv. i. chap. 1. Paris, 1618.


