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I have written in the hope of arousing in some breasts a spirit of imiuiry

with regard to Agriculture as an art l)ased on Scienc e a s])irit which,

having been awakened, will ni)t fall again into torjjor, but which will

lead on to the perusal of study of j^rofounder and better books.

In the foregoing essays, J have sought to establish the following pro-

positions :

: That .<,V(v/ farming is and must ever be a jiaying business, subject,

like all others, to mischances and jMill-backs, and to the general law that

the struggle up from nothing to something is ever and arduous and al-

most always a slow |)rocess. In the few instances ''here wealth and
distinction have been swiftly won, they have rarely proved abiding.

There are pursuits wherein succ:css is more envied and daz/ling thar in

Agriculture ; but there is none wherein elVuij'ncy and trugality are more
certain to secure comfort rnd com|)etence.

2. Though the poo; man must often go slowly, where wealth

may attain perfection at a bound, and though he may sometimes seem
compelled to till fields not half so amply fertilized as they should be, it

is nevertheless inHe.xibly true that bounteous cro|)s are grown at a profit,

while half and cpiarter crops are produced at a loss. A rich man may
afford to grow poor crops, because he can atiord to lose by his year's

farming, while the poor man cannot. He ought, therefore, to till no
more acres than he can bring into good condition to sow no seed, plow
no field, where he is not justified in expecting a good crop. Better five

acres amply fertilized and thoroughly tilled than twenty acres which
can at best make but a meager return, and with a dry or a wet season

must doom to partial if nor absolute failure.

3. In I hoosing a location a farmer should resolve to choose once for

all. Roaming Irom State to .State, from section to section, is a sad and
far too common a mistake. Not merely is ii true that " The rolling

stone gathers no moss," but the farmer who wanders from place to place

never ac(|uires that intimate knowledge of soil and climate which is es-

sential to excellence in his vocation. lie cannot lead the clouds and
learn when to expect rain, when he may look for days of sunshine, as he

could if he hail lived twenty years on the same place. Choose your

home in the Kast, the South, the (.'enter, the West, if you will (and each

section has its |)eculiar advantages); i)ut choose om e for all, and, having

chosen, regard that dioice as final.

4. ( )ur ycjung men are apt t^o plunge into responsibilities too hastily.

They buy firms while they lack at once ex|)ericnce and means, incur

Icsses and debts by consctjuent miscah ulations, and drag through life

a weary load, which sours them ;igainst their pursuit, when the fault is

entirely their own. No \'outh should undertake to manage a farm until

after several years of training for that task under the eye of a capable

master of the art of tilling the soil. If he has enjoyed the re(|uisite

advantages on his father's homestead, he may possil)ly be (jualified to

manage a farm at twerity-one : but there are few who might not profit-


