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f 1I(> starleil trDiii his seal aiui ^m/ihI .iroiinii,

Rot v!^v M« U»Mt»ir ihimr aiul lu»ai il no sDtnul.

He ^^ropi'il lowarils ilu* <U)i>f, Ixil it was loi-koii :

il(> iiii'J aU)iiil, anil listeneii, and llirti knoiked,

Anil (itiiM'i'il awl'ul tlircatonin^s aiul loinplaints,

Anil iinpivcations upon men atui saiius.

The somuls re-echoeil f'otn ihe roof ami whIIh

As if (leail piiests were jau^hinv;' in their stalls.

Al len^tlj the soxlon, hearinj^ IVoni \villK)ut

The tiiiniilt ot the knoi'kin^ and tlu' shout,

And thinking thieves wert' in the hinisi' of prayer,

Came with his lantern, askinj^*, * \\ ho is there';*'

Il.alt" iholceil wilhra^e, isinjf ixobi'tt fiercely said,

'Open : 'tis I, thf Kin^'^ ! /\it thou afraid?'

The frij^htetu'd sexton, muttering', with a curse,

' I'his is some di unken vajnalxnul, o\ worse !

'

uriu d th ,t k( lI 11le g'reat key and tlimg-tlie portal wide

A man ruslieil by hini at a sin^io stride,

Ilaj^^^aid, halt iiakeil, without hat oi cloak.

Who neither turned, nov lookeil at him, nor spoke,

Hut leapeil irjto the blackness of the night,

And vanished like a spectre from his sight.

Rol)ert of Sicily, brother of Pope I'rbane

And \'almonil, Kmperor of Allemaine,

Despoiled of his magnificent attire,

Bareheaded, breathless, and besprent with mire.

With sense of wrong- and outrage desper,".*e,

Stiode on and thundered at the palace g. te ;

Rushed through the courtyard, thru.-.ting in his rage

To right and lett each seneschal and page,


