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We shall not attempt-that would be foolish to put tine that he feu s0 far short of bis duty in
pressure on our colonists to go one step farther than
tbey themselves desire to go. It is not for us to take
the initiative. We would rather follow the lead; questions with whih he had to deal
but what I think we have already accomplished is when he was i the motherlad. Refer-
to convince then that wherever they live, however
far their home nay be from the centre and from the ence has been made by ry hon. friend
motherland, we, at any rate, are prepared to meet from Monck to a great mistake which
them more than half waty in any aiproac-h which
they nay make to us, in any desire which thev
mîay express for a closer union, and gentlemen, it will upon the wrong mar, 1 agree with him,
coie, if not in our day, then in that of our succes- and 1 ar serious in it. I think that the
sors. Cobden medal 'as not conferred upon

He says now, proudly, notwithstanding the gentleman in Canada who had the
al] the set backs received it will come, if fairest and the best right to it. If the free
not in our time, in that of our successors. trade club had intended to confer any honour

In what form I know not. It would be foolish to or distinction upon a man in Canada who
attempt to predict. It may be in the shape of com- has stood up for the pincipe of free trade
inercial union of the Imperial zollvereia, which I do they should have conferred it upon a gentle-
not believe to be so absurd as (o some y>olitical a
economiists. It may be in the shape of some Imperial
council which vill represent the federation of the MY bon. friend fron Sheli River, and not
British races, and whieh has been advocated by men Upon the
as different in other respects as the late Mr. Forster,
Lord Rosbery and Lord Salisbury; but in whatever
way it is presented to us, we shall not be deterred that k
either by the economic pedantries or the selfish- fa
ness-whieh is a virtue with soie politicians-fron r in g f t ad hesntof th
giving favourable consideration to any proposals
which our brethern across the seas may make te us. the very opposite position in Canada.
And in such consideration I for one do not believe
the Englisi people will keep a strict acrount of profit
and loss. said wben inaking the presentation to

The hon. Secretary of State read where the ere o Ctaken wib re o
some two years ago Mr. Chamberlain was Sir Wilfrid Laurier and the attitude of bi8
counting up the profit and loss ; but now, he the trade question in Canada, le
says, we have got a step further, we wll
not keep a strict account of profit and loss.

That the wîill seek to be assured of a present diu
pecuiary gain for so nuch concession on their part. iiau guodsu vuld look uipn the de-nunciation of the G ermait and
No! 1 think they will look, and look wisely, rather B treaties as a step tuvards what they have
to a future time wheu we shal find uur reiward and i en pleased to rail the commercial federation of the
that the splendid isolation with which our foreigni empire a systein iirîder whjch commercial union
critics sometinies taunt us, will be transformed into a in the different parts of the empire wili 1e fustred
uiiion of the British race, and when the sons of
Britain t orughout the whoie world shallstand by iaws ixcîaîng or discouragilig forei il IfBritin hro 1 o dfen otr ititl-9 ineréststhts wcre to 1w the conse-queuce uf wriat you have
shoulder to shoulder to defend our mutual imterests( esay tht vof the Cuen Club
and co uon qgusts. ionuld witt ave h haen tere.

Reference has been made to the flattering
reception which the premier received in

En£rland, and the eloquent speeches that he

made. lI these respects we are all pleased.
We are pleased notwithstanding his way-
wardness upon this great question-that as

the representative of Canada, lie was received
with enthusiasm, and we are also pleased to

know that apart from this question upon
which he has made such a great and fatal

mistake, he acquitted himself in a manner
that was creditable to Canada. We are proud
of his eloquence. We are glad that since it

fell to the liberal party to represent us in

England that it devolved upon him as far as

eloquence was concerned to have performed
the task, regretting as we do at the mme
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They would not have presented him
with that medal if they understood that he
was going to take advantage of the denun-
ciation of the treaties for the purpose of
giving advantage to British goods over
foreign productions, yet we have my hon.
f riend the Secretary of State announcing
a tariff change already, exactly in the
direction that the Cobden Club said
that if they suspected that was what
Sir Wilfrid Laurier was going to do
they would not have been there to pre-
sent him with the medal. What the
government called the reciprocal clause
in the tariff of last year turned out
not to be a reciprocal clause or & prefer-


