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1 would suggest to her that any press report at this
ely speculative and hypothetical. We will know the
ons we want Canadians to debate is when we table

neine Lalonde (Mercier): Mr. Speaker, are we to
hat, through this bulldozing operation, the minister
Pose his views on the provinces, by threatening to
icial contributions to provinces that refuse to link
of benefits to the obligation to do community work
ing courses?

bpeaicer.

of Human Resources
rn Economic Diversifi-
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ETHICS COUNSELLOR

ermanson (KindersIey-LIoydminster): Mr.
[s, unfounded allegations and unanswered ques-
,d governiments and Parliaments throughout our
y the Prime Minister's statement this morning
light of our past history.

this morning on integrity in governnent, the
:laimed that the power of the ethics counsellor
ils like the Pearson airport privatization fromn

Oral Questions

counsellor will have will prevent the Liberal govemment fol-
lowing in the footsteps of the previous govemrment.

The Prime Minister said this moming that deals like the
Pearson airport deal must neyer be allowed to happen again, and
I concur.

Would the Prime Minister tell us if the ethics counsellor
would have power of intervention to stop deals such as the
Pearson when ethics issues arise? That is what he indicated to us
this morning.

Right Hon. Jean Chrétien (Prime Minister): Mr. Speaker, if
you conclude that the deal was made because of the lobbyists,
you know the counsellor wiIl look at the lobby business and
intervene. At the end of the day, any deals, any contracts by the
govemment are made by the government.

We cannot deny our responsibilities as government. We have
been the government for eight months. The people are very
pleased. You just made reference to that. It is flot like it was
before. Why? It is because the governiment is committed to
honesty and integrity in the public eye.

This goverument will remain this way. The ethics counsellor
can help us. That is why 1 appointed him, to help us. In the final
analysis, as I said this momning, the government remains the
goverament. We have been elected to make the decisions. We
are trying to get the best advice possible.
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