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Oral Questions
DEPLTY MIN ISTER'S MEMORAN DUM 0F JAN UARY, 1981

I-on. Flora MacDonald (Kingston and the Islands): Madam
Speaker. the Prime Minister savs that the N'inister first was
aware of this transaction in January, 1981. He will have
looked at the miemorandum from the Deputy Ninister to thc
then Minister of Energy, Mines and Resourees, now the
Minister of Finance. The memorandum addressed to the
Minister. dated January 15, 198 1, states:

N ou %01) recati that Mr. Gillespie has organized the Scoia Coal Synfuels
Project uhose objecti s to study the pos.,ibilities for the liquefacîton of coal in
Cape Breton

1 would like to knoxs %vhat the Prime Minister makes of that
statement whjcb says that bis Minister of' Finance xxould have
recalled that transaction before January 15, and whether or
noi, over night or today. he has questioned the Minister of
Finance to sec wbat date it was that he knew, before January
15.

Right Hon. P. E. Trudeau (Prime Minister): Madam
Speaker. 1 have not questioned the Minister. 1 repeat. 1 heard
himi ansoxer questions very clearix this morning that that xvas
the earliest recollection lie had of any knowiedge aîs acquired
fromn the documents themselves of the transaction. The Flouse
heard the Minister go on to say that lie was not swcaring that
there had not been any previous knowledge, he just bad no
recollection cf it. The Minister went on to mnake the point,
xxbich 1 mnake, that in this sense dates are irrelevant fromn the
point cf vicxx of that Minister, sînce he is bound, regardless cf
dates. by the guidelines whîch say there should be no privi-
Ieged access.

Miss MacDonald: 1 find the Prime Minister's answer
incredible xvben in the fîrst instance bis delence of the Minister
was mnade on the basis ot dates wbicb he provided to the
J-Iouse.

Some lion. Members: Ilear, bear'

ST'STEMENT tSY MINISTIR OF F-INANCE IN NOVEMBER, 1980

Hon. Flora MacDonald (Kingston and the Islands): 1 would
like to ask the Prime Minister, since he cannot have it botb
ways, since he cannot argue that the dates niatter one way one
dav and tbey do flot matter another day. bas be folloxsed up
the question wbicb was put to bimi 'esterday, b\ my colicague,
the lion. Member f'or Don Valley West, witb respect to the
Ninister's statement before the Committee on Alternative
Energy and Oul Substitution on November 25, 1980, wben the
Minister indicated that be xxas aware of projeets bcîng under-
taken by Petro-Canada xxitb regard to coal liquefaction'? Has
be followed up on that particular request to find out if the
Minister was aware tbat one cf those coal liquefaction projeets
was indeed tbe one in Cape Breton'?

e(1420)

Right lion. P. E. Trudeau (Prime Minister): No, N4adani
Speaker, 1 have not. 1 took note that we xxere baving a debate

today on this wbole subjeet and tbat the Minister was subject
to questioning. J would bave tbougbt that thc lion. Member
could bave inquired directly from the Minister.

Miss MacDonald: The Prime Nlinister shirks bis responsi-
bility.

Mr. Trudeau: If tbe question was not asked by one cf the
Opposition or not asked by the bon. lady fronm Kingston,
maybe sbe is sbirking ber responsibility.

As to the question of dates, J want to clear up tbat inatter. It
is truc tbat on tbe first day tbat this was raised, J ebruary 16,
witbout any prier notice, and certainly \x itbout anx occasion
for me to refer to the guidelines wbicb bad been isued sorte
few vears before. I was Iistening to questions and attempting to
ansvwer tbem in terms cf the questions asked.

J note tbat in tbe second round of questions on the first dax
tbe subjeet was raised, February 16, tbe Hon. N4ember lor
Calgary Centre feeds into bis question the problemn of two
years as being a critical date. Iben there is an excbange
betwecn myseif and the Hon. Member for Yukon as to xvbat
tbe dates are. Tben tbe lion. Memiber for Calgary Centre
comes back witb dates again.

J just wvant Io say tbat not baving bad notice ci' the subjeLt.
bcing told tbat in some xx ax two \ cars xxas a critical pet cd, tiot
baving the guidelines before c i s îid xcif' iw t xsc ars is
critical. it appears front tbe facts that arc being ai legeul i h.î i
bas been more than twxo years, so 1 xx as ansxxet, îîgxxtl theu
defence in ternis of the accusations madle.

Since then the accusations bav e becormon corei. I Jhc
bave referred flot to tbe po.st-emplox ment guidclincs but to tht(
role of' tbe Minister bimiself. i be M inîî'er tii lîorninu., and
certainly the Deputy Prime N'lnister anti iîxxcl ho
conceded tbat tbe dates are irrelevant, that a Miriixter is boi:nc
in bis deaiings witb former office bolders xx bectiier it is a period
cf six montbs or twýo years.

Rt ASON FOR PRIME MINISTI R (ORRI-(TING STATUIltNi1

Hon. Flora MacDonald (Kingston and the Islands): Madarn
Speaker, if the dates arc irrelevant. xx bv did thie Pirînie Minis-
ter consider it necessary to comne into tbe J buse x esterd ix to
correct wbat be said pi-eviouslv*?

Right Hon. P. E. Trudeau (Prime M'inistcr): Madamn
Speaker. (fuite obviously. because 1 bad-

Miss MacDonald: Misled tbe Hlouse.

Mr. Trudeau: Tbe [Ion. Memiber saxs -misied the 1 bouse". 1
used tbe words myscif yestcrday. J bad given a date tW the
House based on some information xxbicb appcarcd to bc
wrong. 1 can bardly sec hoxN the flon. Member can seriousiy
fault mie for baving set tbat information rigbt and. at the saine
time. reproacb mie witb talking of dates. Dates arc tbe area in
wbicb there xvas wrong information. Therefore i t was surciy
my duty to set it rigbt at the first opportunîts
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