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Peniten tiaries

pare the individual for permanent return to community
living as a law-abiding and contrihuting citizen.

With regard to the first obligation, to hold the inmate in
custody for the period of his sentence, penal institutions
over the last 50 years have not changed from the times
that Dickens described in England. However, back in 1962
the Conservative party attempted to make changes with
regard te penal institutions and their design. To the credit
of Mr. Fulton, moneys were set aside for a ten-year period
to buiid institutions which would not be a repeat of the
past but would be more modern in design and in comfort.
We have taken a step in that direction. The $200 million
that was set aside for that program has not been used; in
fact, less than $100 million of it has been uised. Lt is time
the governmient, undertook a new initiative with regard te
continuing the building program that was launched in
those days.

The second problemn of preparing an individual for per-
manent return to community living as a law-abiding and
contributing citizen is a very difficuli one with which te
contend. It is difficult te rehabilitate and reform people to
become law-abiding and contributing citizens if after we
convict them we place them in an institution which
depriveFs Ihem of many things, which takes them away
frein their famiiy, their community and employment and
isolates them in an abnermal society. The lack of eppor-
tt'nity for an inmate te practice decisien-naking worsens
the probleni.

To the credit of the solicitors general cf the past ten
years, they have atteunpted te solve the second problem
with regard te rehabilitatien. They embarked upon a pro-
grain which had th±e support of most Canadians . They
developed progîains with regard te prerelease centres.
They allowed visits for the family cf an inmate, with a
condition of privacy. They developed a permanent adviso-
ry board. They develeped a committee cf eight psychia-
trises te study the particular problemns in that field. They
providcd additierîal medical services. They set up inmerate
commiltees wlîcreby the inimates couid relate their prob-
lems te the officiaIs. They corrected the cerrespondence
problem wlîereby when a letter was sent te an inmnate il
was reau hy officials befere being given te lîim. A style cf
haircut was adopted which did net make the person look
Lke a crîînînal. Identity numbers wcre remcïved frem
uniforis and the living unit concept was developed as
weii as the cafeteria syslem. Tlhese are some of the a cmoY1
plishments fer which the goerament cf the day aild the
solicitors general cf the past can take crtedit.
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Mr. Speaker, hfi t is a long list of refor.ns iii ccnnctien
witbh the rehabililation cf inînates. ThesŽ aic stens in the
right diruction towards restering the dignity cf an
individual which will eiiable hrni te take his place in the
cmniuitily aftivr lie lias served his sentence. In the past
S'ew years the governmn.n has attemnpted to ev(klop an
educatioval prograin. Somc cf the iniates have bcen given
the epportunity te upgrade their educaionî anid some haîve
received uniiversity training. There has been a better
developrrient cf trade training anîd tbis is te the credit cf
the present goverament.

Irý Gibit

There have been mistakes, Mr. Speaker, and 1 guess the
reason we are having this debate tonight is that some cf
the mistakes have come te the attention of the public. I
agree with the Solicitor Generai's (Mr. Allmand) view of
the Parole Board. They have had an 82 per cent success
rate and that is te their credit. I agree also with him that
the composition of the board is a fair mix of members cf
the bench and members from the social sciences, but it
may be that we have te strengthen the criteria used when
a persen is reieased on parole. On the question of the
temporary weekend passes, there have been mistakes and
ihere will be mistakes in the future because we are
dependent on human factors in making these decîsion.

The Commissioner of Penitentiaries gave his evidence
before the Committce on Justice and Legal Affairs this
mcmning and hie said that one of the things that would be
done, in tact was beiîîg done now, would be te give more
protection at the perimiter of penitentiaries. That made
me hope that we were net taking art approach that is tee
harsh. I agree that we have had problems and that maybe
more protection at the perimiter is necessary, but I had
hoped hie weuld cencentrate on seme of the more funda-
mental problems that may arise, those that the Solicitor
General set forth tonight, such as staff morale. There is a
gap between the custodial efficials and the administration
officiais in the penitentiaries across the country. Many
teel that this problem has te be resolved. The idea cf
having a custodial officiai as a warden is net acceptable in
my vîew. I think we should have a persen who net enly
embraces the custodial view but enbraces the rehabilita-
tien and training concepts that are necessary te selve the
problem.

We in the New Demecratic Party, Mr. Speaker, welcome
the debate that is taking place tonight. We welcome the
motion that bas been agreed upon fer the commîttec te
.study in depth the meatter cf security, the malter cf parole
and the mnalter cf temporary weekend passes. I hope that
the cemmrittee wiil travel acress ffe country and visit thc
differeiït institutions, net oniy te see the physical aspects
cf the institutions but te talk to the efficials and the
inmates and get their respense with regard te the prob-
lerms that face us. We should net despair because wc have
made a few mistakes, Mr. Speaker. We have te continue
oui approach te rehabilitation and we have te take the
necessary steps to tighmien security so that the public are
protecte d.

Sor-e hon. Memnbers: Hear, hecar!

Mr. Bill Clarke (Vancouver Quadra): Mr. Speaker,
rehabilitation is the magie word in the Solicitor General's
department. The penitentiary service appears te be more
interested in having the criminal's fears allayed, his hies-
tilities washed away arîd preparing him te put up wîth a
society that faîled him than it appears te be in punîshing
the criîïîiinal or protectîng the public. This would be a
iaudable idea if it worked but it bas been tried and the
crime rate continues te climb.

In British Columbia we have the Agassiz correctional
work camp and the William hiead minimum security
prison, b-oth about 12 years o]d. The idea was that the
'best" criminals woulà be allowed te go te these institu-
tions. They wouid know that they had one chance te visit
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