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the sum of forty-five shillings a week, wbiciî.
translated into terms of dollars, amounts to
$36 a month.

These are the men I ain pieading for. These
are tbe type of men, the aid imperial soidiers,
whu bave nobly served the country through
twenty years of residonce. They have only
$36 a montb if they are 100 per cent pension-
ors; but the scale docroases as the disabiiity
decreases, in very mucli the saine way as the
pension scale decroasos for the Canadian
voteran. But where the Canadian veteran
draws a pension for a fivo per cent disability,
the pension for the imperial is eut off at
20 per cent of his disability.

There are other diffieulties under which
these men are working. They are not entitled
to any veteran's aliowanco, and I amn asking
now tlîat they be granted that allowance
because they have Iived here so long. Furtbor-
more. tbey are handicapped in their hospital-
ization. A Canadian is admitted into any
veterans hiospital across the country, where 'I
believe it is generally accepted that lie
rleceives the finest treatmient that can be givcn
ta himi by ans' bospitai service in the ]and. An
imperial veteran cannat ho admitted into a
Canadian Veterans hospital un]ess bis ailment
is directly attributable to bis pension disabil-
it' , anci then only can bie be admitted on the
consent of the British ininistry bere in Ottawa.
Permission lias to ho obtained for 1dm ta he
adroitttd into that bospital, hecause it is tbe
British governnment ani not tle Canadian
gos-crament wliji' pays for bis liospitalization
while lie is in the voterans bospitai.

I sbould like ta as.k also thiat the bospitals
under the Department of Votorans Affairs
be utilized ta the fullest possible extent and
that the priviiege of entering a hospital be
extended ta more veterans Iban it is today.
There is wliat is known as the class 6 type of
voteran wlio may be admittcd into a bospital
if lie bas reached a terminal illness and if
lie bias not the means ta pay for going into a
goneral hospital in the cotintry.

Can svo not ailow more veterans ss'io have
reached Ilîcîr terminal ilînoss to enter our-
voterans hospital, s0 that tbey may spend
thoir last days witli their oid comrades, flot
only those witbout funds but the man wbo
is quito preparod ta pay lus own expenses
in the veterans bospitals, provided that there
are beds available.

I liad a ,,ad case brougbt ta my attention
this past Christmas. An aid veteran, in
comfortable means, reacbed bis terminal ill-
ness. There was no doubt tbat bis days
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were numbered. Ifo applied to bo allowod
ta go into the veterans hospital. The bospital
in Victoria was not mare than ono-third full
at that time. But no; because he svas not
in financial straits, hoe lad to, go inta another
liospital run by a gruup of well-meianing
people of -a religiaus seet wbose diet rogu-
lations did not allaw inmates ta smoke or ta
bave any wine or spirits. That old soldier
spont bis last Christmas on tbis eartb without
liaving a drink or a cigarette. I feel that
thero is an opportunity ta open up the class
6 group, so tiiat any veteran may spend bis
last days in a voterans hospital.

There are variaus othor points that I sbiould
like ta have roferred ta, but I wish to deal
witb anc local question. I want ta commond
most seriousiy ta tbe Minister of Veterans
Affairs the desirabiiitv o~f reunsidering the
treatmont wbich is gis-en ta the mon of the
ferry command, also the mon of the veterans
guarci who served in Britisb Guiana during
this war and were flot entitled ta the saine
allowances as others. Thore were aiso the
Red Cross girls and various groups like that.
That ail needs ta ho explored. But in the
few romnaining minutes that I have I wisb
ta refer ta a situation whici bias arisen in my
î'onstituenvy in cannoction with the Voterans
Land Act admninistrat ion.

Iii 1946. soine twenty-eiglit botises for vcter-
ans svere hut in what is known as the Brac-
foot ettin the county of Saanichi. wlîich is
autside Victoria. There Nçore the uustal condi-
tions. It n'as flot known exactl lio bonmch
n'ould ho chargod for those bouses. There n'ere
the usual dolas-s in getting theni biiilt; but
os enttuall.v the veterans mnovecl in, onlv ta flnd
that conditions were mast unsatisfactory. It
n'as foîînd tbat the liauses %vore in a bad state
nf repair, tbat construction work lîad flot boon
ssell donc, and it appeared tbat the cost of the
lîouses n'ere greatly in excess of svbat liîd heen
expectu d. The resuIt n'as tbat on December
3, 1946, a meeting n'as hcld at wvbiclî n'ere
prcsent local reprosentatives. and representa-
lix cs of the Dep:îrtnîent, of Veterans Affairs. It
n'as sîuggested thýat a committee ho sot iii ta
Inqiiire into the cast af tiiese bouses and ta
subinit a report ta the govorament. The thon
mninister of veterans affairs agreed ta the set-
ting iip of tlîis cammittee and nominated a
gentleman ta act as chairman. The legion
nominated anothor man and the citizens
rebahbilitation. cammittee nominatod a third.
Theso mon went tbrougb the prai oct thor-
ongblv and turnod in their report. The final
sentence of tbe report reads in part as follaws:
. . . and we reeommend that the house cost be
re(iuced by twenty lier cent tbrouglîout the
tn'enty-eight houses.


