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Reconstruction and Supplu,

Mr. STIRLING: Mr. Speaker, is the bill
printed?-

Mr. MACKENZIE: Yes.

Mr. STIRLING: Is the bill printed and
dietrihuted?

M.r. MACKENZIE: Printed.

Mr. STIRLING: Is the bill printed snd
distributed?

Mr. SPEAKER: .I mast inform the hion.
member that the fiouse lcader has said thaï;
the bill is printed.

Mr. STIRLING: I think we should not
consent to proceeding in the committee stage
at the present time without the bill. We can
go into committee, if that will facilitate mat-
ters, and rise and report progres

Mr. MACKENZIE: 1 think that is a reason-
able request, to have the bouse go into coin-
mittee after second reading. The bill, I
understand, has not been distributed to hion:
members.

Motion agreed to, bill read the second time,
and the house went into committee thereon,
Mr. Macdonald (Brantford City) in the chair.

On section 1-Short titie.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I move that the coin-
mittee rise and report progress.

Mr. POULIOT: We have not the bill, and
I protest.

The CHAIRMAN: Orcler. The bon. mem-
ber for Vancouver Centre moves that the
committee rise and report progress and asks
leave to sit again.

Mr. POULIOT: And I hope that we shail
have the bill in both languages.

Mr. MACKENZIE: That wil be seen to.

Progress reported.

RECONSTRUCTION AND SUPPLY
ESTABLISHMENT OF DEPARTMENT TO ASSUME

FUNCTIONS 0F RECONSTRUCTION AND

MUNITIONS -AND SUPPLY

Hon. C. D. H-OWE (Minister of Munitions
and Supply) moved that the *house go into
committee to consider the following resolution.

That it is expedient to present to the house a
bill to establish a department of government
under a minister of the crown to be known as
the Departmnent cf Reconstruction and Supply
to which will be transferred the funetions of
the Department of Reconstruction and the De-
partment of Munitions and Supply and that
provision be made in the bil] for tfie appoint-
ment of a deputy minister and officers, clerks
and employees of the department.

Mr. STIRLING: This was not mentioned
hast night, and in conversations which took
place to-day *we understood that if the other
matter were through we should be going into
civil estimates.

Mr. MACKENZIE: If my hon. friend wilh
be good enough to look Up the record hie
will find that it was stated that we would
îmmediately proceed with the emergency power
bill, but on request of my friends opposite
we agreed to defer that until to-morrow and
therefore we feel free to alter the procedure
announced last night.

Mr. STIRLING: Does the minister pro-
pose to make a statement at this stage?

Mr. HOWE: Yes.

Motion agreed to and the house went into
committee. Mr. Macdonald (Brantford City)
in the chair.

Mr. HOWE: It is my hope that we cani
consider the resolution and advance it to the
point where the bill can 'be distributed and
the main discussion can take place on the
bill. In the speech from the tbrone it Was
announced that. the government planned to
introduce a bill for the consideration of the
house for the purpose of merging the Depart-
ment of Munitions and. Supply and the
Department of Reconstruction into a single
departmnent of reconstruction and supply. The
purpose of doing so wil-l appeal to ail hion.
memhers. We have at the present time two
departments, the work of which overlaps to a
considerable extent, each of wbich has a
statutory organization, a minister and a deputy
minister and certain officers that are required
-by any departme'nt. One departmnent, is winding
up its work gradually and reducing its strength,
and the otiher is building up it.s staff to soe
little extent, but the saine type of staff is
need-ed for each departmnent.

Frankly, my trouble in attempting to
operate two departments is that. I cannot find
sufficient seniorstaff to man both depart-
ments. Atrnost from the origin of the flepart-
ment of Reconstruction I have been having
part of my staff doing double duty.' There
bas heen one post in Munitions and Supply
under one 'title and- a second post iu the
Department of Reconstruction under another
title.

Even that le becoming difficuit. If the
departmneuts eau be iperged we shahl redeice the
double statutory offices into, a single liet of
offices, and we §hall use the man-power of
both departmnents to much better adwvantage.
It is becoming more and more ohvious that
the efficiency of botb operations would be


