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more unemployed there are to feed and
look aLfter, and in many respects the poorer
are we financially. Every precaution, o>f
course, could be andi shoulci be taken against
any dangers of inflation, and I have no-t the
selightest doubt in my minci that that could
be taken care of.

The proposai I have put forward, which I
might say is not new, is one on which I stand
absolutely. It is criticized by those who have
flot lookeci into the subjeet, on the groumd
that it *ould lead to inflation, but I arn
confident that we could quite safely guard
agaiuLt that difficulty.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, may I reminci the
house that the solution of the problemns I
have mentioneci are entirely inour own banda.
This parliament is ail powerful. 11 it has
not got the power, it can take it. The
crisis through which we have been passing
in the last five years is a man made crisis,
and as a man made crisis can, be man mendeci.
Parliament will be helci responsible to get
us out of our present difficulties. If it fails
to do so, the fault lies with parliament, and
no doubt parliament will be blamed by the
people of this country.

Mr. ERRICK F. WILLIS (Souris): Mr.
Speaker, the hon. member for Battie River
(M.r. Spencer) has asked the very important
question, what about the farmer? To that
largely I desire to address my8elf in my re-
marks this evening, and particularly so because
of the remarks made by the officiai financiai
crirtic, tihe hon. member for Sheiburne-Yar-
mouth (Mr. Raiston), in regard to the wheat
situation in this country.

May I point out to, hini and to the house
that before this governnient came into power
the whest markets of the world were already
closed. On August 1, 1930, the duties against
our wheat going to Italy were 86 cents, France
85 cents, Germany 97 cents, Greece 56 cents,
the United States 42 cents andi Japan 34 cents.
May I indicate to the bouse as well that these
duties are so high that it matters, fot whether
you increase them by two dollars; the resuit
is preciaely the samne. They are so high already
that no wheat can enter those counitries. In
addition to that, there were restrictions on
importa in Europe, andi quotas, which made it
entirely impossible for us to ahip our wheat
to those countries.

Mr. John I. McFarland was appointeci to
bandle the wheat situation on bebalf of the
central selling agency on November 24, 1930.
At that time thbe prioe of wbeat in Canada was
the lowest in the history of thia country. It
was then hovering around fifty cents a buabel.

The federal government immediately guaran-
teeci the banks against any loss in supporting
the market, on behalf not only of the western
wheat grower but of the people of Canada
from one end to the other. Since 1930 the
federal government have been supporting the
wheat market. In 1934 not only dici they
continue tihat support but tbey pegged the
price at seventy-flve cents a bushel for No. 1
northern at Fort William. By that pegging,
in addition to the support wbich they haod
previously given, they increaseci the price at
that time by sixteen cents a bushel over the
prioe of the previous year.

May I point out that at the present time
1European imports are the lowest they have
been in tbirty years, due to the tarifaé whieb
wvere put on as I have indicated, to restrictions
in regard to quotas, andi to the miiling regu-
lations.

May I point out to those in this house and
in the country who acivance the argument that
we shoulci dump aur wbeat on. the markets of
the world, take our loss andi get out of the
market, as the hon. member for Sheiburne-
Yarmouth indicateci on behalf of the officiai
opposition, that forceci sales of wheat still form
part of the world's earry-over whether that
wbeat is here or wbetber it is in Europe. Lt
matters not how much wheat we seil to
Europe; if it is helci ini Europe in store it stili
remains part -of the worid's carry-over; it stili
remains banging over the markets of the
world. Therefore forceci sales do not, as bas
been indicated, reduce the carry-over.

Lt will be well within the xnemory of this
bouse that Mr. John I. McFarlanci appeared
before the banking andi commerce committee
in 1934 andi gave evidence with regard to bis
operations. Many on the opposition aide
indicateci that be was garnbling in the wheat
of this country andi that hie was gambling witb
the taxpayers' money. May I quote wbat Mr.
McFarlanci said at the conclusion cf bis evi-
dence, when be bad convinceci mont of those
people who stooci before bim, andi who pre-
viousiy were bis critics. Ile saici:

But if you wiil only Teaiize that in these
thrpe years, or a little more than three years.
the western farmer bas marketed upwards of
one billion busbels cf wbeat-and bie bas
marketed tbat under these operationes-and
again nobody knows to what extent bie has
profiteci on a billion bu-shels; 1 do flot know
what hie has proflted, but $100,OO,OOO wouid
be a sinali guess, and ail] that bas gone to the
benefit not of the western farmer only, but to
Canada as a whole.

How can anybody compiacently stand by and
see the western farmer eliminateci when hie bas
contributed some 31 or 32 per cent of the
externat trade of this country for the last
twenty years? Couid we stand by and let hini


