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Mr. MUACKENZIE (Vancouver): I sug-
gest that this item stand until the minister
gels the file.

Mr. STEWART (Leeds): I can give my
hion. friend aIl the information bie requires at
anY lime.

Mr. MACKENZIE (Vancouver): What
about the contract? Is the government satis-
fied with the amount and the way in which it
was obtained?

Mr. STEWART (Leeds): The contract
wvas obtained in the usual way. We followed
the practice which had been followed by my
predecessor in office and accepted the lowest
tender. Let me assure the committee now
and for ail time that that is the policy to
wvbich we wiIl adhere. We are no respecters
of peisons; whoever makes the lowest tender
is going la get the cantract.

Mr. HANSON (Skeena): It is a credit to
the present administration that they let the
contract to the lowest tenderer.

Mr. STEWART (Leeds): We did not leI
this contract; it wvas let by the ýprmer ad-
ministration.

Mr. MACKENZIE (Vancouver): It was
to the lowest tenderer?

Mr. STEWART (Leeds): Thal is as I have
said.

Item agreed ta.

Alb)erta - Dominion publie buildings-
iiiiprov enents, repairs, etc., $15,000.

Mr. BUCKLEY: Would the minister give
us the particulars of this item?

Mr. STEWART (Leeds): This is an item
which is carried year after year ta, cover
needed repairs and unforeseen requirements
f or ail the public buildings of the province.
It covers sucb items a.s the renewal of a roof,
repaira to plumbing, painting and general
lupkeep of the buildings.

Mr. SPEAKMAN: Mr. Chairman, while
this item is iîndcr discussion I sbould like ta
discuss anoîher malter in which a rather imi-
portant principle is involved. Some littie
lime ago I plaeed a question on the order
paper with regard ta the redecoration of th"ý
interior of the post office at Red Deer. J
was informed that lwo men had tendered for
the work, that the lowest tender had been
accepted and the work had been completed.
I have no exception to take to the man
chosen to do the work, because bie is a man
ot probity. a skilled worker, and bais charge
was a reasonable une. There is no question
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about that. My reason for placing the ques-
tion on the order paper was tbis: In the
litIle cily of Red Deer three or four men
carried on that kind of work. One of those
mcn, a man of good standing, came to m:ý
and made this complaint. He said that wben
the tenders were called for, hie, together with
the two whose names a.re mentioned in lb.'
answer given, offered tenders for considera-
lion and hie was informed very definitely that
instructions had been issued that no tenders
eoul(l ho aecepted for consideration-Ibe min-
ister wvill appreciate the difference belwecn,
"1accepted for consideration" and "accepted"-
save from two whose names are given in th,ý
reply wbicha I reccived. So this man wvent
back with bhis tender in bais pocket. Accord-
ing 10 him, bais tender was refiîsed ail con-
sideration beeaiîse bis namne was nol on the
favoured lisI, and as supporting the rigbt
parly. The minister will see, in the firsl place,
that I am flot making this statement as some-
lhing of wbieb I h ave personal knowledgc'
I do not know first-hand that tbis man was
rcfused consideration. I am simply passing
on to the minister the complaint that w'as
inade la nie in a vcry serions, flot ta say
energetic, maniner by a man whose probity
Ihere wvas no reason ta douht, a business man
of good standing. If hoe was rigbt in bis comn-
plaint as 10 the lreatment bie received, be
complained with very good reason. If that
did bappen, il is a very seriaus tbing. Il is
not a malter of small polilical patronage
wbieha we know oceasîoaally bappens in the
best of families and in the best of parties.
But il is a seriaus matter from the public
point of view if a tender wbicb may be the
lowest, and may be a satisfactory tender in
every other respect, is not considered because
of the political views of the wvould-be
tenderer. I cannaI expeet the minister ta
know anything about il just now; indeed, I
doubt if hie ever knew anytbing about it;
lbut I woîild ask himi ta look mbt the malter
ver\y closcly and ascerlain whether the answer
given on April 22 to the question I placet1

ou the order paper is the full and complet,-
answer, an(l la assuire bimself that neither
fî'om anywhere in bis depai-tment nor froin
anywhere connected witb bis departmneni
have sucha instructions or suggestions gone
forth; because, as bie will readily appreciate,
sueha a matter strikes at the root of the
deceney and bonesty of all public service. In
bringing the malter ta bis -attention I am
not making any charge. I bave watched tbe
miniqter in the bouse, and I believe that lie
is efficient and fair and doing bis best la
carry on bis work. I bring the nr-4ter 10 lus


