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have gone to the bottoma of the matter and
have made a real study of it can possibly un-
derstand it, and, without any disrespect to the
committee, I think that for the most part
we are seeking to legisiate in the dark. I
believe the' minister would facilitate the pas-
sage of his bill very much and get to the root
of the matter if he would ask for the appoint-
ment of a small committec, have the various
interests brought together and sec if wc could
nlot get to the bottomn of the grievance, as wc
did in 1921. 1 think it would shorten the
matter and would produce a mauch more satis-
factory resit than for us as a committce to
pass this clause repca]ing four important sec-
tions of another aet, witbout understanding
just what the real situation is.

Mr. ROBB: My hon. friend admits the
value to Canada of the Berne convention,
and of our j oining in that convention. I
take it that the only objection he has to the
bill is this provision contained in section 2.
I would suggcst that wc pass ail the other
sctions of the bill, and in the meantime,
before committing the' governmcnt, I would
like to consuit counsel as to the' observations
of my hon. friend rcgarding the appointmcnt
of a committcc. I1 would point out howcver,
that we are approacbing the time now wben
we cannot delay legisiation. If we pass the'
minor clause we might let this clause stand
for furthcr consideration.

Mr. BOYS: Is it a fact that the publishers
and their emplnyees are opposed to the pro-
visions of this bill?

Mr. ROBB: If my bon. friend had asked
me if the authors were favourable to Lt, I
would have said yes. I will say that some
publishers have offered objections to it, and
representatives of the Canadian Manufac-
turers' Association have ob.Iccted to Lt,' but
the' authors are very strongly in favour of
Lt, and the government has on record repre-
sentations froma men vcry prominent in boards
of trade who are favourable to Lt and who
are congratulating the goveroment on their
courage in dealing with Lt.

Mr. BOYS: I undcrstand flic publishers are
opposed to Lt. I at once admit that I arn
not sufficicntly fam-iliar with the subject
matter to rcacb a conclusion at this stage as
to who is in the rigbt, but that there may be
no misundcrstanding regarding the position of
the publishers I will place on Hansard a letter
addressed to the tight hon, leader of the Op-
position (Mr. Meighen) which reads as fol-
Iows:

[Mr. Guthrie.]

Rt. Hon. AiRTHUR MEIGHEN, P.C.,
Lecader of the Opposition,

House of Commons,
Ottawa.

Dear Hnnourahis Sir.-At a regular meeting of the
Ottawa Typographical Union held on Saturday evýening
last, the proposed amnendments to the Canadian Copy-
right Act, introduced in the House of Commons by the
Hon. J. A. Robb, Minister of Trade and Commerce,
were very carefully considered. We are unanimously of
the opinion that the proposed amendments are not
in the best interests of the Canadian printers. We
most strenuously protest against their enactmaent and
would request yen to use your influence to have Bill
No. 24 withdrawn.

We ai so respectfully request that the Canadian Copy-
right Act of 1921, as it noir stands, be immediately
carried into foul force and cifect.

Trusting that yen will gîve this mitter your earnest
and most sycupathetie consideration, and thanking yoo
in anticipation, I amn,

Yours vcry sincerely,
J. A. P. HAYDON,

Secretary.

I am not rising to offer any objection to
what'the authors tbink, they are cntitled to,
but it looks as if there w'as a difference of
opinion betwcen these two important classes,
and I w-ould hike to support the suggestion of
the' hon. member for South Wellington (Mr.
Guthrie) that a small select committee be at
once appointed. I do not think Lt would take
more than four or five davs and tbis matter
could be fully investigated. 1 bave been re-
questcd to ask a number of questions for
the purpose of sccuring certain information
fromn the minister and I would very much
sooner ask these questions before such a com-
mittee, but if that cannot ha donc, I suppose
the only course would be to ask themn here
for the' purpose of eliciting the' information
wbich is sought.

Mr. ROBB: We will allow this item to
stand, and I will not give an answer at the
moment as to whether we shall appoint a
committee or not, but we will take into con-
sideration the observations of members who
have opposed this section. In the meantime
may I suggest that, as the only objection
apparently is to clause 2, we should pass the
other clauses and get themn out of tbe way?

Mr. GUTHRIE: Clause 2 is tht' wholc act.

Mr. ROBB: Referring to the letter which
my hon. fricnid bas placed on Hansard, I de-
sire to make this observation. It contains two,
statements, ont' that the Typographical Union
of Ottawva are opposed to, this measure, and
tht' other that thcy arc offering indirectly a
rehuke to the' leader of tht' Opposition (Mr.
Meighen) in that he xvas Prime Minister fromn
June to December whcn he had an oppor-
tunity of proclaiming this measure.


