
deposited. You must display proof 
of payment on the vehicle wind-
shield, and close out the permit on 
the way out of Mexico. This docu-
ment constitutes a promise to take 
the car out of the country within a 
specified period, and the car will 
be confiscated if you overstay. 
Recreational vehicles and large 
trucks require additional permits. 

It is illegal to import used vehi-
cles permanently into Mexico 
except in designated northern 
border areas. Your vehicle can be 
confiscated if it is not properly 
imported. It is illegal to sell a car 
brought in on a temporary permit, 
even to another non-resident. 

A temporary vehicle importation 
permit will be issued to a tourist 
only for one 180-day period in one 
year. Visitors intending longer 
stays are expected to obtain a 
non-immigrant visa, in which 
case their vehicle permits will 
follow the same timing as their 
visa. If the car will remain in 
Mexico for more than 180 days, a 
tax of approximately 30 percent of 
the value of the vehicle is levied. 
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You can obtain one at the border by 
providing the following documents: 

• proof of ownership; 

• proof of Canadian registration; 

• an affidavit from any lien 
holders authorizing temporary 
importation; 

• a valid Canadian driver's 
licence; and 

• proof of citizenship. 

Temporary permits are not required 
in certain designated border areas, 
such as those immediately south 
of California, where there is a 
lot of local tourist traffic. But be 
sure you know exactly where you 
are going before relying on this 
alternative. The vehicle permit is 
valid for six months and is good 
for multiple entries. 

The temporary vehicle importation 
permit costs US$11 and must be 
paid for with a credit card. The 
card must be issued by a major 
Canadian or U.S. financial institu-
tion in the name of the vehicle 
owner. Visa, MasterCard and 
American Express are all accepted 
but cash is not. If the visitor does 
not have a credit card, a bond 
can be purchased with cash and 


