
THE EUROPEAN ADVANTAGE 

he Romanian aerospace indus- 
try is aglobal supplier of prod- 
ucts and services, ranging from 

civil and military aircraft and heli-
copters,to engines, under-carriages and 
hydraulic and electronic equipment. 
With the demise of the former com-
munist bloc, Romanian companies 
in the aerospace and defence sector 
are looking to regroup. They now 
welcome alliances with overseas part-
ners to help launch new programs — 
and keep them aloft. 

At present,the aerospace industry in 
Romania comprises 11 joint-stock 
companies and employs well over 
13,000 workers. The country's aero-
space and defence capabilities span 
everything from R&D, manufacturing, 
assembly, avionics integration, main-
tenance, repair and overhaul (MRO), 
to flight testing, certification and 
customer support. 

The sector exports 40% of its 
output, which amounts to goods and 
services valued at US$100 million. 
Destination markets include the 
U.A.E,Vietnam, India, Pakistan,Sudan, 
Angola, Ecuador, Hungary, the U.K., 
Gerinany, Belgium, France, Italy, the 
U.S., Israel, China,  Australia,  Canada  
and South Africa. 

At present, the domestic market 
for aerospace and defence equip-
ment is small, but the decision by 
Romania and Bulgaria to join NATO 
will spur defence spending in both of 
these countries to meet the manda-
tory requirements of the organization. 

On the civil aviation side,TAROM, 
Romania's national airline, now oper-
ates a fleet of Airbus .and ATR aircraft 
and will likely be privatized by the 
end of 2001. Several attempts over 
the last few years to privatize other 
major Romanian companies such as 
Turbomecanica, Romaero and IAR 
S.A.Brasov have failed. However, 
Eurocopter and IAR are in the process 
of forming Eurocopter-Romania, with 
Eurocopter holding 51% of the stock 
in the new company. Bombardier, 
Spar Aerospace and Intelcan are 
involved in the market as well. 

Five stars in Romanian aerospace 

The following companies are industry 
leaders in Romanian aerospace. 

AEROSTAR S.A.— Established in 
1953 as an aircraft repair base for the 
Romanian Air Force, this ISO 9001- 
certi fied, joint-stock company is 
now listed on the Bucharest Stock 
Exchange. Strategic alliances with 

foreign partners such as A-E Electronics 
S.A. and Aerothom Electronics S.A. 
show the company means business 
and is looking for access to advanced 
technologies. 

AVIOANE CRAIOVA S.A.— Estab-
lished in 1972,this  1S09001 -certified 
company is one of Romania's major 
suppliers of products and services for 
military and civil aircraft. 

IAR S.A. BRASOV — Established 
in 1925, this ISO 9000-certified com-
pany was fully modernized in 1968 
to supply western European compa-
nies such as Aerospatiale and Britten-
Norman. Since 1970,the company 
has become the sole Romanian 
manufacturer of both military and 
commercial helicopters. - 

The company has recently part-
nered with the French-German 
consortium Eurocopter to form 
Eurocopter-Romania. A potential first 
contract for the new company could 
be a two-to-three year deal with the 
U.A.E.to sell ten new AS-330 Puma 
transport helicopters and upgrade 

15 more. 
ROMAERO S.A.— With 75 years 

of experience in the aircraft industry, 

the company has operated as a major 

aircraft maintenance and repair base 

since the Second World War. 

Since the early'70s,the company 
has been manufacturing BN-2 Islanders 

in cooperation with Britten-Norman 
and BAC 1-11s in cooperation with 
British Aerospace. The company is 
now focusing on aircraft manufac-
turers in the West, and has become 
an important subcontractor for com-
panies such as Boeing, Bombardier, 
I.A.I., British Aerospace and Britten-
Norman. 

TURBOMECANICA S.A.— Estab-
lished in 1975, the company manufac-
tures aircra ft  engines and dynamic 
systems for helicopters to the highest 
technical standards. It was the first 
Romanian company to be granted 
ISO 9002 certification. 

OPIAR 
OPIAR, [Romanian Aeronautical 
Employers'Organization] a non-profit, 
non-governmental organization,was 
established in 1998 to support and 
protect the interests of its member 
companies in the Romanian aeronau-
tical industry. OPIAR functions as a 
liaison between its members and 
unions, state representatives, and 
legislative and governmental bodies. 
The organization is active in develop-
ing policies that foster cooperation 
and ensure that Romanian companies 
remain competitive in the new global 
economy. 

For more information, contact 
Corina Stanescu,Commercial Assistant, 
Canadian Embassy, Bucharest, tel.: 
(011 -40-1) 307 -5093, fax: (011-40-1) 
307-5015, e-mail: corina.stanescu@  
dfait-maeci.gc.ca  Web site: www. 
dfait-maeci.gc.ca/bucharest  

(For the unabridged version, see www. 
infoexport.gc.cakanadexport and click 
on "The European Advantage') 

The aerospace 
sector in tmania 

0 
0- 
X 
Q1 

CD 

a, 
x 

Cl_ o   

LJJ  C 
-CD 
rtj  

fl;„) 

7 


