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DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

Canada's unity depends on common laws, common 
goals and common sense. It acquired a basic expression 
in April 1982 when the Constitution, which legally had 
been under the control of the British Parliament, was 
brought home. Queen Elizabeth presided at the trans­
fer.

The Constitution itself is not new — its principal 
ingredient always has been the British North America 
Act of 1867, which became the Constitution Act. There 
was, however, a significant addition — the Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms. Most Canadians have enjoyed 
basic rights of speech, association, movement and 
religion since before the Fathers of Confederation put it 
all together, but these are now entrenched in the 
Constitution. ROBERT COOPER
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