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under review, however, there was sonie indication that in
areas where Pathet Lao and Royal Laotian Government forces
were in close proximity, tension had not completely
disappeared and that in some instances tnilitary indidents
took place. The need for vigilance therefore continues.

SAM NEZ& PROVINC

2. The ýs1tuation in the areas around Mtiong Pe=~ and
Hou~ei Thao in the province of Sam Netia'in the'second hal'
of' 1955 contint-led to deteriorate. At thé beginning of .Tuly
the teani at Muong Peun reported that the Laotian National
Army forces had been reinforced both in men and material
by several paradrops. At the same tirne complaints were
received froni the Laotian National Army and the.sb-teni-.
at Houei Thao indicating inc 'reasing tension at the place.
There were indications of increased activities by both
sides in these areas. Several coniplaints froni the Fighting
Units of Pathet Lao were received by.the Commission
alleging receipt-cf reinrorcemtent by the Laotian National.
Army into the province of Sami Netia and the expansion of
the territory under'their military contre]. an~d that it
was because of attacks by these troops that the Pathet
Lao forces were obliged to open f ire in se2.f-def'enc-e..
At the sanie tire the Royal Government lodged c5 onpl aints
with the International Commission alleging that the Pathet
Lao were.-surrounding their positi.ons and trying to drive
theni out. During July, ow.ing to the lack of' a Pathet
Lao Liaison Officer and the non-availalilîty of helicopters
froni the French Liaison Miission it was not possible to
carry out investigations in the areas al'fected.

3. Ini Tuly 1955, the International Commission
un.aniînously agreed to send comunications to both the
Parties as k-ing th-eiu to respect the cease-~fire and stop
the sending of further reinforcements'.tQ -Mong Peun and
Houei Thao areas.

4, InI spite of these commu~nicati~ons there was
ftxrther worsening of the military sit~uation between August
and Octcober 1955, particularly in the areas east an.d sout4'
of Muong Peun. Clashes contintieâ to taçe place on an
increasing scale with each Party maintaining coruplet ely
opposite views with regard to the inter'pretatïon'of Article
14 anid 19 of the Geneva Agreement. These difl'ererit point$
of view have beën explained ina Chapter III of the
Commissiopn's Sec~ond Interim Report. From. Qomplaints
received at this tiue it appeaz'e that the Laotian~
Nation~al Army were attenlpting to consolidate their contrOI
over the area around Muong Peun wbfle the Pathet Lao
vere determ1ined to prevent this. Only one investi.gation
was carried out by' the Comissionts team during this
period in the vicinity of Paicha anid Houaei~ Nha which lie
to the North of Muong Peun and West of Sami Neua. This
investigati~on shpwed 'that the foqrces of bq-ü Parties came
into contat in the vicinity of these Laotian Nationls O
posts and that when -the La.otian Nation.al Arny troops a n
short of ammun4tÎoXn and supplies, they wildrew f'om thOMI
Later, they reoccupied both. of these places.

5. The cease-fire which accQw4ig to the R~angoon
Agemntwst b. effective trom 11. October, 1955 i

A second cease-fire areement wasen
int bqthetwoParties ef f detive f rom mi-xnight 7/8 Nvlbt

1955. This too. f ailed te produce the desired restult
particularly Ini the Mueng Peun sector,


