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New Constitution (Cont'dfrom P. 2)

well as measures for establishing new
rights for Canadian citizens, to live and
work wherever they wish in Canada, and
new protection for minority language
rights, such as the right of English or
French language minorities to receive
basic services from govemments and
schoollng for their children in, their ian-
guage.

.The Govemrment believes legisiative
powers should be distributed between the
fede rai and provincial goverrnents to en-
sure an effective functioning of govern-
ments in the service of the people. Can-
ada is already a very decentralized
Federation so the solution will flot lie in a
massive shift of powers fromn the Federal
Government to the provinces. Rather, the
Government anticipates a judicious com-
bination of changes, with some give-and-
take between goverriments.

*At present, a number of important
principles and institutions are touched on
only very indirectly, or not at all, i our
written Constitution. It seems appropni-
ate for the Constitution to say something
about such institutions and principles,
and the Goverrnent will make proposais
to tis effect.

Senate replacement
A House of the Federation wouid replace
the Senate. It would provide a role for
the provinces in the selection of its memn-
bers, and for 'a proportionately greater
representation to th e eastern and. espe-
cially to the western parts of the country.

.The Supremne Court, a pillar of our sys-
temt, should be provided for in the Consti-
tution. It seemns appropriate that the pro-
vincial governiments should have a voice
when appointments to the Court are
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made by the Governent of Canada.
.Agreement should be reached to

enabie us to amend ail aspects of our
Constitution.

Timetable and process
Phase I - of the process should cover
those matters upon which Parliament can
legisiate on its own authority. These in-
clude the Supreme Court, the Huse of
the Federation, the federal executive, the
Statement of Aims and the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms. Tis phase shouid
be completed and legisiation passed by
July 1, 1979.

Phase II - of the process should cover
those matters whose amendment requires
the co-operation of federai and provincial
authorities. The Federal Government
would like to see tins phase completed so

News briefs

The Quebec goverrument will soon
begin a programn to assist French-speaking
minorities in other provinces, according
to Claude Morin, Intergovernmental Af-
fairs Minîster. About $500,000 has been
set aside to help finance projects sub-
mitted by French-speaking minority
groups in various provinces. Though it
has no political responsibility for the
groups, the governiment feels an obliga-
tion of another order. "We believe that
we have a sort of moral responsibility
towards French-speaking persons outside
Quebec," said the minister.

Methods to reduce high mercury levels
in the English-Wabigoon river system in
northwest Ontario will be evaluated over
a year in a $ 100,000 federal-provinciai
project to begin immedîately. Indian
bands affected by the poisoning of fish
in the region will be kept informed of
the work's progress and will be involved
in the field work.

Sales of North American-bulit cars
rose 9.2 per cent ini May to a total of
91,970 units, compared with 84,204
units in May 1977 according to figures
released by the auto makers. Sales of
trucks, mostly vans and light-duty pickup
trucks, rose 21.3 per cent to 38,973
units, compared with 32,119 in the pre-
vious May. Combined sales of cars and
trucks totalled 130,943 units, up 12.6 per
cent from 116,323 ini May last year. The
rise in car sales marked the second conse-

that wemight proclaim the new Con5sti
tution of Canada before Juiy 1,- 19 1

The Government wili soon be inforffi
ing Parliament and ail Canadians of th'~
details of its proposais under Phase 1 O
constitutional renewal. There is no eV'
pectation that these proposais would bl
passed in this session or without change-
They should forrn a basis for a wide di"
cussion. Front tis, a final version shOLUîd
result which can. provide the first stei'
towards constitutional renewal.

cutive month of increases, reversing a
downward trend in sales that begafi )
November last year.

Exploration in the Arctic islands 1i8s
resulted ini the discovery of seven nati1rý
gas fields with marketable pipeline r
serves of 12.7 trillion cubic feet, Pa8'«
arctic Qils Ltd. says in its annual report-

The federal and Ontario governnelt
have agreed to launch the first phase of
25-year nuclear-waste management dvl
opment program that should lead to the
construction of an underground storage
facility capable of holding ail the acctw
mulated spent nuclear fuel to the tur f
the century.

In-shore fishermen in the AtiitUC
groundfish industry wili continue to re-
ceive speciai assistance payments trt
October 1, with no application of cou"'
tervailing duties by the U.S. Because O
improvements in resources, marl't
returns and prices to fishennen, the pay'
ments for the groundfish fishery will flot
be necessary beyond that date.

At the newly-opened UNESCO Pal
lion at Man and His World, the site O
Éxpo '67 in Montreal, Quebec, the liitef
national Civil Aviation Organizatioil IS
mearking the seventy-fifth anniversarY,
Wilbur and Orville Wright's instotl"
flight in December 1903. ICAO is sP0"'
soring an international cidren's colItest
on the themne, "A World that Moves 0
Wings", stressing safety in the air, and bas
arranged displays of historie aeropla8'e
and a preview of future aircraft.

8 ISSN-0384-23 12

In 1981, we shahl mark the fiftieth
anniversary of Canada's accession, by
the Statute of Westminster, to formai
independence and international
sovereignty. It wouid be desirable to
celebrate that anniversary by pro-
ciaiming our new Constitution.


