
0w Up discussions initiated by the Secretary-General with the Laotian
vemnient. In mid-December Mr. Tuomioja ini a report to the Secretary-
neral proposed co-ordinated action by the United Nations and Specialized
encies te assist Laos in such basic sections of its economy as natural
Durces, transport and communications. He also suggested a series of
ýrt-termn projects. As a resuit of this preliminary study the Secretary-General
uested the Commissioner for Techuical Assistance, Mr. Roberto M.
urtematte, to discuss with Laotian authorities various techuical and
anizational questions relating to such a programme.

The Middle East

ab-Israeli Relations, UNTSO and UNEF
Although i 1958 the main effort of the United Nations in the Middle

;t had been concentrated, perforce, on inter-A4rab problems, the principal
lis of United Nations activity i the area ini 1959 was once again the
estmne problem, as during most of the past decade. The chief exception to
;pattern was the work of the office of the Special Representative of the

:retary-General i Amman, which continued during 1959 i its important
ç of facilitating inter-Arab relations in accord with the Assembly resolu-
1 of August 21, 1958. The Secretar-y-General lias indicated that "a further
rovement i relations betweeu Arab countries, which is warmly to be

)ed for, would cali for a reconsideration of the arrangements regarding
Special Representative i Amman."
No progress was made during the year towards a final settlement of the

ib-Israeli dispute, but there was evidence of increased understanding, i
ious quarters of the United Nations, of the basic factors involved in a
' element in this dispute, the refugee issue, as a result of a report by the
retary-General on the matter (see section on "Assistance for Palestine
ib Refugees" in Chapter III, page 29). Another aspect of the general
estine problem which received attention i a United Nations context
ing the year was the question of the United Arab Republic's refusal to
mit the transit of Israeli ships and cargoes through the Suez Canal in
ord with the 1951 Securitv Council resolution. unless ail other United


