
HUMÂN PROGRESS 163

iis before Christ ini support of their attitude. And no
ler. The brilliance of that period, even at this distance,
lazzis. the mincis of men and bewilders their judgement.
what are the facts? The one sigrificant fact is the
ordinary number of men of genius by whom the poriod
rd4ered illustrious. This is taken as proof of the un-
med point of advanoe reached by the Greeks of that
,tional tixne.
ý;ow, it may be admitted that, for two or three genera-
about the age of Pendces, Greece produced, in proportion
population, a larger number of great men than any other
try hm. ever doue duning an equal period. But at the.
it it must not be overlooked, as the most undeniable
cation of thi8 fact, that the humian race had risen from
,imitive barbarism to the culture of ancient Athens. Any
t, therefore, as Wo the reality of human progress eau
[y toucli the question, whether man has made any
acoe beyond that aucient type of culture.
But what is required to settie this doubt? [t i. flot
;h to point Wo the extraordinary proportion of ernineut
which aiicient Athens produced. That atone dos not
r that humanity had then touched the higliest point
iattaininents and has made no advanoe since then.
inj no real advanoe of huxnanity, as we have seen, unies.

bjer lovial i. reached by the great body of the cominon
e, nd not meroly by a few exceptionat individuals.
a. indeod beexi contended that the cominon people of
a, at the time in question, represented a higlier standard
elligence and xnorality than ha. ever been since attained.
a contention eau of course be tested only by an elaborate
inaliion of the extant literature of the poniod, such as
viously fan beyond our limits. But a few facta wil
ge the. insuponable difficulties which the contention ha.

[b. comedies of Aristophanes, in general, furnish numerous
r"ai for our purpose, but one is peculiarly apposite. It

s its titi. the naine of " Ploutos," the Wealth-God,


