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"11bjccts are out of touch with life. The quarrel ti
is not wit.h arithmetic, as a school subject, but withP
%vhat is likely to be taught as arithmetic - opera-

t ions and methods the utility of which ceases when

SchooÎ as out.P
l)r. Leonard P. Ayres tells of having been called

tilxon to examine the eighth-grade arithmetic

text-books in a NewEngland city. From the book Ig

ini use he made up an examination, which he t

persuaded a number of succfflful business and f

professional men to try. These were men earning

f rom three to fifteen tbousand dollars a year. 

None of tl)em passed the examination. The

highest mark' recorded was twenty-five per cent.

There was one problemn in paper-buymng that 1

sccmed particularly troublesome. Two of the 1

men who took the exami nation -were directly

cngaged in publishing work, and purchased niauy

tons of paper every year. Both failed on the

paper question, and both gave the same excuse-

-"They had known how to do that wheu they lef t

school, but having had no use for it since, they had

forgotten it." They further explained that the

terme used in the paper problemn had not been in

use in the trade for the last fifty years. There is

an interesting epilogue to this story. Dr. Ayies

gave 'the same arithmetic examination te bis

fifteen-year-old office girl, just, fromn the eighth-

g rade. She received seventy-five per cent. marks

on the examination.-The Schomater.

SPELLING IN THE PRIMARY GRADES.

A pap r d bY Mi" s VIbr~S Seley beMre Teach"*'WInttet.'a
MondaS. ocww be t. 1916.

Incorrect spelîing is'one of the most common,

and, to the teacher, one of t.he most annoYitig

fauits found among the classes of the public

schools to-day. We are going to discuss "o this

fault may be corrected. First of ail, I think you

will agree with me that this correction must begin

in the primary grades,' by teaching the childreli

there, first, how to speil the words which are most

cOmmonly uscd by themn, and, second, how to

study spelling.

In preparation for teaching a spelling lesson 1

write al the new words in the lesson on the black-

board; then we divide the words into syllables and

discuss their peculiarities,.such as the slent letters,

the capitals and why they are used, or the apostro-
phe and what it signified. Then we speil each

rord simultaneously nine or ten tinte, alwaYs

ironouncing the word bef are spelling. Net I

irrite a second list containing the-difficuit words

which, although we have studied them in previOus

lessons, are stili likely to be misspelled by some of'

he class, and we speli these words simultaneouoàY

five oi six times, pronouncing each word-before

spelling it as before.
TMis completes the mîal part of the lesson.- But

Lt is nearly, if tiot quite, as difficuit for a child to

learn to write a word correctly, having PreviouslY

learned to spell it orally, asit is forhim to lmhito

.pel1 the word ini the* first place; so the PUPils writt

in their best writing, each new word -tua tium-s

When I first began to, put this plan jute Practice

1 found that the pupils hurried so much te Pmt tbe

work done that it was spoiling their writhug; b'Mt
since 1 have irequired, the work 1» be dome evu

again if the writing is nol atiufactOtY 1 haveb.

no difficultY ini that respect

This may eeem a very lengthy and te.m00

proces., but ini realityr, it: 18 net; for à tlfhpit M

girades, (and it is of those only that we M upOêhai
we have onlY five or aux new words mach day um1

often not s90 ManY. And for th« t *Ustt1 WO

should, "k.time, for if spdiing M ut t.ugk im

the primary gradýes, where are the "admntte

intemedute ïdes to get Ü tu etmacb çdm

that sholld haveý been learneI in grades tw or

thiree, in addition te ail the work plamied by tht

school curri culum to bu doue in thoee edas?

just one more point in connecta i &tii. w,

speling 1les9on, and this lethat wvii e l.w<Ovu
are written next day the pupils POuSe

word together after hearing it and befioft WrW«

it. The work is then exajniud mthe.zia~
words are learned and written out tua tasm each.

For spling review Ihave aistof Îh WR

that are f requeîtlY misspeled ou. the boord amd

at odd moments we drWl on these. M»»,o o..vY
Friday I have a review of the four preVWM sday.
lessons; and of couse. I use the ever, popular (vitit

the childrefl at least) speling dam for tbà sP"rpse
and occasionalIY we have a sipelgMatch
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