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In 1883 the Queen conferred upon the { Srsdle %
the further honour of a peerage, Perhaps, in the
hght of present political conditions in England it is.
mterestmg to note that his first vote of which
thére is any mention in his bxography, was in 1884
for the éxtension of the franchise, and also +his
remarks abolit the bill; “Perhaps,” he said, “it is
the first step on the roéad to the new social con-
dition that is surely coming on the world. Evolu-
tion has often come through revolution.
land common sense has ‘carried the day ‘without
great upheavals, and I believe that English com-
mon sense will save us if our statesmen be ‘not
idiotic. "’ : :

Tennyson'’s life contamed few changes or start-
ling -events. It flowed on: peacefully, full of
congenial . work, of home. happiness, satisfying
friendships, and honours. His marriage was
ideally happy, and Lady Tennyson, a woman of,
great strength and beauty of character, survived
him. - The second great grief of his life befell him
in 1886 when his second son, Lionel, died on his
way home from India. The poet himself lived six,
years longer, and passed away peacefully at
Farringford on the 6th of October, 1892. He was
buried’ in Westminster Abbey, next to his great
contemporary ‘and’ friend, Robert Browning.’ :

Tennyson's c¢hief works appeared in the following’
order:— Poems, 1832." This volume contained’
“The Lady of Shalott,” “ The Miller's Daughter,"
“‘The Palace of Art,” The Drwm of Fan- Woman,
“The Lotus Eaters, '] 7. : ’

In the opxnxon of many cntlcs, he never surpassed
these ‘poems in’'beauty ‘of " melosly and imagery.
““The Princess'’ appeared in 1847, ““In Memonam.
1850,” “Maud,”” 1885, ‘Efioch Arden,” 1864,
‘“The fdylls of the ng" 1859—1885 : |
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He was a great ‘and ﬁmshed art:st and, what by
no means always follows, a truly popular poet.
It has been said of him that no poet since Shakspere
has appealed hoth to the. commonplace publxc and
to the artistic sense of the ‘few.. “He speaks the
thoughts, and speaks to the perplemt:es and mls-
givings of his own age,’’ says a contemporary.
And a fnend of his youth writes: ‘‘ It was easy to -
see that to di scern the beautxful in all around us,
and to reveal that beauty to others, was hns specw.l
poetic vocation."”

He del;ghted in heronc and kmghtly deeds? such

as he relates in_the “Idylls;” and he could tell:
most exqmsntely a sunple story of humble lnfe, as,
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