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he could procure one of the opposition leader. We
waited, and pasted in both at once.

I may add that the articles chosen usually con-
tained ‘words which sent the children from the
“ magazine ” to the dictionary, so that they not only

learned to look intelligently over the printed page -

and think about current events—which always had
a place in our “ magazine "—but also noticeably in-
creased their vocabulary. J. W. M.
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H. M. S. “Niobe.”

How many readers of the REVIEW are super-
stitious, I wonder. From the unfortunate acci-
dent which recently befell our Canadian cruiser
“ Niobe,” one is apt to conclude that a ship so
named is doomed to disappointment as was the

. fabled Niobe of the mythological age.

™% The following sketch of this fabled eing will,
doubtless, cause many to ask why such a name
should have been applied to a ship of our niavy.

- It has always been considered presumptuous for .

mortals to place themselves on an equality with
_the gods and an unpardonable offense to dare to

compete with them in any respect. There have

been a few mortals whose folly brought them to
disgrace if not death by such a line of action. One
of these was Arachne, renowned for her skill in
weaving. After boasting of her ability to surpass
Minerva, goddess of the fine arts, she actually at-
tempted to compete with her in a weaving contest.
The result was that the goddess became angered
and Arachne’s web violently rent asunder.
great was her mortification over this mishap that
she hanged herself. Before she died Minerva took
pity on her and by a magic touch turned her ‘into
a spider. The news of this tragedy spread through
the land and prevented many similar misfortunes.
Nothing seemed to influence the proud and boastful
Niobe, Queen of Thebes. At -a celebration in
Thebes in honour of Latona and her children,
Apollo and Diana, Niobe surveyed the crowds of
. people with looks of anger. “ What folly is this,”
cried she, “to prefer beings whom you have never
seen to those who stand before your eyes!” She
then began boasting of her parentage, her husband
and her children. Her father was Tantalus, who
had been feasted by the gods; her mother was a
goddess, and her children numbered seven sons
and seven daughters, whereas Latona had but two.

So

g Away w1th you from these aolemmtaes, she
cried, “ put off the daurel from yom" bmvn——-have
done with this worship.” fy :

by arrows from above. When
heard what had befallen his sons
Niobe and her seven dhughw's _
where lay the seven brothers '
shouted Niobe, lookmg towm-é

t:oxi to them as faithfull
these lectures alppe

‘




