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Jacques Cartices Firat Voyage, and the Landing at
Cascumpec.

13v Rizv. A. E~. BURxE, A. D.

W HE,"N His Grae the Archbshop of Quebec was here last
year, I took the liberty of recalling to bis mûmd that

portion of Jacques Cartier's narrative' which spoke of bis landing
oni the first day of July, 15.34, at a spot on the north shore of
Prinlc Edward Island.' which corresponded with Aiberton or
Cascurnipec Harbor, at the entrance to the Kildare River; and
poited out to hlmii the probable spot,-although the information
a-, to it is mneagre indeeýd, and three centuries and a haif had
rolled by since then, Many doubts and misgivings as to, the
acciiracy of this historie contention have been expressed within
mny owNll hearing recently; and it is to reniove them and make the
triith on this poxitnt better known, that, at the request of the
Prinice I3dward Island Magazine, 1 have consented to prepare
this article.

1 have said that the intrepid navigator of St. Malo made a
landfing oni the north shore of Prince Edward Island. Perhaps
it wvill be necessary to add that neitheýr to hlm, nor to any
previotvs navigator was this land known to be insular in its
character; and, as everybody knowýs, it was flot for huindreds of
years afterwards called Prince Edward Island,-thie latest of its
numiierous appellatives.

Inour histories-so oýfteni inaccurate-it is said that Johni or
Sc-bastian Cabot was the first discoverer of Prince Edward Island;
lookin1g in 11po01 it o11 Jlue 24 th, 149, and, as that day was St.

lon' ay, calling it St. John's Isle. Thlis is ail fiction, pure
and simp1le.c Few who have had the opportuinity of studying the
pives upowhîch this dlaimi is based, whlethier charts or ýwritteni

desritioscare to dlefemd it seriously. It is now pretty clearly
dicnionistr-ted, as clcarly, indeed, as can any such remlote and
cmnpa);raitively nmpratincident in a great voyage of dis-.
covery, that the land Cabot called St. John's Island, wvas none

t Feut ~itm, w~Myth, Rutn, Jmlonalv tw~d Oitawm Thý -tract, in my p~
ar~~nI~d o byL PS1vn ~d1antar LibtSaEf.


