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A Welrd Tale with a Local Touch to it
INyW JOHN CHARLLES ]DENT

BOUT tbree o'ciock lu the afternoon ofAWednesday, the fourtb af September,A l1884t I vas riding op Yonge Street, un
thle cty uf Toronto, on the top of a crovcled
omnibus, We lad just passed Isabela&
and were rapidly nearing. Charles
Street, wlieu I noticed on my riglit hnnd
aý large, dilapidnted frame building, stand-
ing ln eolitary isolation a fev feet back
front the higbway, and presenting the np-

penrance of a veitable 01d Curiaslty Sbop..
I hacl nu sooner arived abreast of the gateway leading

ta the soutbward, than may cyes restedupon somethîng
wbiéh instantly caused tbem ta open theniselves ta their
very widest capacity, and constrained me ta signal
the driver ta stop; whlch lie had nu sooner lone than I
aligbted from my seat and requested hlm ta, proceed
on bis jounney vitliout me.'

Front my elevated seat on the roof of the 'bus, I had
cauglt a hurried glinipse of a conmmnhplace-iookîit littie
marbie figure, placed on tlie top af a pedestai, uin the
yardalread referred ta, vliere several ather figures in

uwable vodbronze, stuccoa nid vIt not, were exposecl
for sale.

The particular figure which had ttracted niy attention
vas about fiteen nches ini leiglit, ancl represeuted a
littie child in the attitude of prayer. Anyane seeing it
for the first time woul probnbly bave taken it for a
representation af the Infant Samuel. I bave calle<l it
commi-onplaïce; and cansidered as a work af art, suc'h it
tinlotedly vas; yet ft nmust have possessed a certain
distinctive indivduality, for the brief g lance which I ladl
vaught of it, even at that distance, lad been sufficient ta,
convince me that the figure vas an aid acquaintance af
mine. It vas in consequence of that conviction that I
lad dismounted fromt the omnibus, faqçetful, for the
moment, of everybing but the matter wlucb vas upper-
most li my mind.

1 hat na time in pnsing through the gateway ieadlng
into the yard, and in vaiking up ta the pedestat uipon
vhich the littie figure vas plnced. Turning it upside
dovn, m'y eyes rested oun t hesyards, deeply eut into
the litile circular throne upaý, which it rested.-jcu-
SaN: PEORIA, 1854.

At this junicture the oroprietar af tle establshment
wniked up ta vhere I vas standing beside tle pedestal.

"Like ta loak at somiething lu tInt vay, sir?" he
asked-" we have more inside."

"What le the prire of ibis?" I asloed, lndlcatlig the.
îîgure in my baud.

coure wthou th peestal, wihdan't belong ta, it."

f's offer ta send my purchase home ta, me marched off
with it dovu thc street, and madle the best 0f my way
back ta the Rossin House, wbcre I lad been staying
for sorte days.

F roi vInt lbas been sai! Rit *111 ho lnferred tInt 1-a
stranger iu Caada-must have lad some epecilireason
for incumibenlng myseif fi my travels vlth an intrinsi-
cally worthieae plece af camman Columubia marbie.

I lad a reason. I lad alten seen that littie fiure ho-
fore; aud thc laet time I had seen it, previaus to te occa-
sion abave menti oued, had been at the tavu ai Peania,
in the. State of Illinois, sorne time lu the munth of June,
1855.

1Ibelieve myseli ta le tihe onhy human being capable of
telliug it.

Iu thei.a 1850 and for I loeow not law long pre-
vlously, t reliveci at Peonla Ilinouuis, a jaurneymnxu-

front teeth, which protruded, and stuck out almost
horizontally. One of the anvil-strikers happening to
allude ta him one day in bis absence by the hame of
"Gagtooth," the felicity of the sobriquet at nonce com-
mended îtself to the gond taste of the otherhbandesinthe
shop, who thereafter conunonly spoke of himn by that
name, and eventually it came to be applied to hima by
every.one in the town.

My acquaintance with him began when I had been in
Peoria about a week. I may premise that 1 am. a phy..
sician and surgeon-a graduate of Harvard. Peoriawas a
that tirne a comparativel y new pl aceý but it gave promise
of going abead rapîdly. Messrs. âowanloclc and Van
Duzer's foundry was a pretty extensive one for a smali
town in a comparatively new district. They kept about
a hundred( and fifty hands employed ail the year rounid,
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HVEyou evr spent anitresting half-our
kaow-tbe Iind that are grouped togethor oni on.
of the à1deet shelvos and marlcod: -Your chacet,
10c."?~ And have you ovor discavered, quit.
accidentally, some iîtle volume that attracted
you, for no resor t taIl, to.uch a degro. that you
parted wth a diii. and iongod to got borne to
explom lits yellowod page.?

That is what happened msorne tiirteen Yyeas Lo
wh.n; -The. Gorrard Street Mytery and Other
Welrd Tals." was rescued froinitih. ignominy of
the ton-cent countor. It wa, pubiuhed in Torono
by The. Rose Publiahing Co., Toronito, a firm no
longer.. in existence. The. autiior, John Charle
Dont, ha. long since di.d. ln his day ho waa
ranked among the. ioading historiana, chiof among
hi. woang being:"- The Canadian Portrait Gallery,"
-TIhe Last Forty Yoarm: Canada ince the Unioni
of 1841 "'and a " Htory of the Rbeion inUpper
Canada."

What 1. mont attractive about the. little toreo.
in thor Canadian settng ini a period whoui our
citios wero distincdly in-the-making. For the. mont
part, the. acenes are laid in Toronto. They are
illustrative of ounnibu»m and othor rominiaconce.
of ealy days.

We presemt the. iret of the. .mies--"Gagtooth'.
Image" thii. month. Thfs wili ho fôllowid by
-The. Haunted Houe aon Duches Stroet" in the.
April issue. Each in complet. in iteoIf, each wiUl
compel your intereat from start to finish. There
in juet enough of the w.ird, enough of mytery in
thoni ta fascinate. --THE EDITORS

readers of tis book as happen ta belong ta l onpro-.fession; but ta generai readers such detailsywould besimnp1y shocking. How even hîs tremendous vltality andvigor of constitution brouglitbirni througb it ai i is, amvstery ta me ta this day. Suffice it ta say that lierecovered, and that his face bore na~ traces of the frightfulordeal througli whicb lie passed. 1 doan't tbink he wasever quite the samne man as before bis accident. I thinkbis nervous systemn received n shock wbich eventuallytended ta shorten bMslife. But he was stil, known asincomparably the. strongest man in Peoria, and con-tinuedto perforin the work of two men et the molding-shop on casting days.

D tTURING the twelve months succeeding his recovery,J'so fat as I arn aware1 nothing occurrecl worthy ofbeing recorded in Gagtooth s aimais, About the expira-tion of that time, however, hie landlady, by bis authority,at bis request, and ini his presence. macle an announce-ment ta the boarders assemble<d'at the dinner-tablewhicli, 1 should thinlc, must iîterally have taken awaYtheir breaths.
Gatohwas going ta be married i1dntsuppose it would have occasioned greaterastonishient if t had been announced, as an actuel factthat the Illmnis river lad rommenedta flow back-warrjs. It was suýrprising, increclible, but, like manyother surprising and incredible things, it was true. Gag-tootb was really and trily aou ta marry. The abjectof bis choice was bi, lanhd's' sitter, by naine Lucindallowlsby. How orwhnh'oi had been carried on,

how the engageent abehn le up to, and in whatteri the ail-important questiopl ad beeui propouîded,h a n not prepared ta say. 1 need hardy observe thatnone of the boarders had entertained the faintest sus-picionu that anything af the kind was impending. Thecourtship, frorn ifrst ta last, must have been somnewhataf a piece with that of the late M r. Barkis. But aine!Gagtooth dcl flot settte his affections su judiciously, no(rdid h. draw sucli a prize la the matrimonial lottery as%I3ankis did. Two womnen more entirely dissimnilar, il,ever respect, than Peggotty and Lucinda Bowlsby cati
hardy belînalnçd Lu .ndawas nimeteen years of age.51. was pretty, anid foragriofher cas and station inklife, toierablywell edcated. Btshe was, notwitbstancl.f ng, a liglit, giddy creature-'andl I fer, ometing worse,at that time. At ail events, 8he ad a ver questionableo0f repuitation amang the. boarders intthe bouse, andvas regarded with suspicion by everyone va> knew any-thing about ber, poar Gagtoath ane excepted «Indue tine thewvdigt kpac.It vas ealemni7zedat the boarding-houee; andIthebnicea<j brldegroam dis-dainlue tadefer tatic co mon usage, epent their honey-ino ntheir own house. Gagtootii lad rented andfurnuuhied a it!. frame dwelling on tbe outskirts of thetown, on the bank of the river; and thither the coupleretired as scion as the bymeneai knat vas tied. Nextmornnz the bridegraom macle bis appearance at bisforge and veut ta ivork as usual, as thougli nothiug ladoccurred ta distuirb the serenity of his lu e.Time pasd y Rumours nov and then reacbecleast h ffc hti b.Fn a ntbhvn ers"' fvery weil, and tInt shc vas Ieading ber busband rather abard life of it. Howveith gua course of thuîgs.I was cailed upun to ass a hefis apernclife'sstageofa ittle lboy, upon wost arntbeuostowed thbe name of Cliarlie.

The niglt of Clarlie's birth was the first time I ladever been in the hiusedi e membr aigh itwthe. first tmlb hd ee e yso r.Fn icmarriage. I vas not long ianmaliug up my mind aboutber; and I lad ample opprtuiy for forming an opinionas ta he character, for se. as unable ta leave lier ledfor mare than a ni0ntli, durng vblch ime I vas in at-tedac upon ber aimait dail.1 as ttne ltlCharie hrouh reasls, carlt-I ahiea atteade ittie
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