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ROUND THE TABLE.

As an exampie ai a strange perversity of îiuaugbt, and of pander-

ous jaking, the following extract from aur wortby cantemparary,
7he Canadian Practitioner, is among the most extraordinary wbich

have found their way ta tbe Round Table :

IIt was generaily remarked by those in attendance at tbe hast
Coilege Convocation, tbat the conduct of the students was very
objectionable. Those present wouid not, as a rule, abject ta a
littie fun, or an occasionai snatcb of a college sang, but sucb rude-
ness as interrupting tbe speakers, or flring Ildarts IIso pramiscu-
ousiy as ta annoy the ladies in tbe audience, is simply intalerabie,
and sbauid be stopped by tbe autborities of tbe coilege if certain
students bave lost ail sense ai sbame and decency."

Sa far sa good. Here is wbere tbe joke (sic) begins

IIt is, fortunately, quite probable tbat tbe new arder ai tbings
will make a vast impravement in the marais and manners ai thse
Arts' students. Tbe establishment ai a Medical Faculty in tbe
University will, ai course, introduce new biood, and it is expected
that the refining effect ai a more intimate contact with medical
students will soon be sbown by a tborougb renovation of tbe wbole
establisbment Pl

The Round Table is ai opinion that the genial editor of tbe

Practitioner will bave ta operate surgically upon tbe Arts' students

befare they will realize ta tbe full the magnificent possibilities ai

bis elephantine joke. Wit is a two-edged sword wbicb we are

afraid tbe aioresaid editor bas grasped by tbe biade instead ai tbe

hilt this time. As a Past Master ai the Art ai Satire, bowever, be
is unsurpassed.

Wben THE VARSITV expressed its opinion in regard ta the
great and perplexing question oi tbe feeding ai tbe fuve bundred,
it was in blissfui ignorance that ils sentiments were nat in unison

witb those ai that renowned apastle of the Experiential Scbaol ai
Phiiosopby,Herbert Spencer. THE VARSITY,it wiil be remembered,
advocated a series ai small and select dinners in place ai a monster
banquet. Straigbtway, two ai the Round Table were appointed ta
assist in carrying out the latter scbeme, and ta crawn ail, a friend
ai theirs drew their attention ta the ioliowing extract from tbe

Data of Ethics, probably ta justiiy tbe capriciaus action above
mentioned:

"The trutb tbat the fundamental vital actions-those of nutri
tion-are iurtbered by laughter-moving conversation, or rather by
the pleasurable feeling causing laugbter, is one ai aid standing ;
and every dyspeptic knows tbat in exbiiarating company a large
and varied dinner, including flot vcry digestible tbings, may be
eaten with impunity, and indeed wîtb benefit, whiie a smali, care-
iully chasen dinner ai simple tbings, eaten in solitude, will be fol-
lowed by indigestion 1"

Against sucb an authority wbat can avail the opinion of tbe
Editors ai THE VARSITY 1

During the tbree years in wbich tbe writer bas been priviieged

ta attend tihe lectures in Pbilosaphy, be bas neyer ceased to wond-er
at anc ai tbe illustrations continually used by tbe venerable pro-

fessor in that department. Tbis feeling ai astonishment will,

doubtless, be sbared in by many wben it is stated tbat the illustra-
tion referred ta, is tbe celebrated one ai IIthe ribbon-blue at one
end and red at the ather." Its force and cbaracîer are iargely ex-
trinsic, being due ratber ta incongruity than ta probabiliîy, ta
frequency ai repetition than ta possibility ai existence--for, wbo

ever saw a Ilribbon-blue at anc end and red at tbe other"
The writer bas aiten wondered wby it bas neyer occurred ta tbe
Professor ai Mental and Moral Science ta substitute for bis mythi-

cal and impossible ribbon the tditorial lead-pencii, wbicb is Ilred
at anc end and bîve at the otber' Tbis useful instrument ai

journalism combines ail the essentials wbicb the ribbon is con-

sidered ta passess, and, in addition, bas that character ai trutb
and passibility about it wbicb this practical and prasaic age
demands.

The following lnes, written by the gentleman who, sits at the

bottom. leit-hanci corner ofi THE TABLE, and gracicusly dediCated

to the Song B3ook Cormmttee, rernînd one of the days befoie thse

flower and fruit of love l>ad gone

"It was 1\fiy yeahs ago or mebbe a littie Mo',"
And the Iloie darkçey's -' eyes began to sine,
But it fýeenis jes' like a day since tlîç i'ger, aIl so gaY

Liglitiv slîook de foot one niglit ii ('aroline.

P)ar wvas 1ioùadilly Ned wid' de fuzz upon bis bead

Illastered tiiickç ail' mighty stiff wid' possum ile,

And Pennithimbie 'loots ýid' de taller on his boots

An' a necktie ob dle berry latest style.

Now dis nigg,,er carnt tell ail dat was present at de bal],

But de girls dey was a mighty putty sight
As dey ail stood in a row jes' beiud de cabin do'

Bunt yon bet dev didn't stani' dere ail de niglit.

For oie Cookishee wid' de banjo oo bis knee

As lie sot upon de table ahl alone dI

Olh ! lus breatli lie fairly beld, Il1 Vp an' down de midl"

yelled,
An' 1 tell yen be made de oie banjo groan.

An' de girls te-be-be wvhen a funny nigg-er lie

Rolled de table an' de player on de ilo'

An' de niggers yaw lia-haw when dev oie ( ookie saw

(rawlin' off, cause lie wouid'iît play no ina'.ý'

A Pro5os of certain criticisms af Mr. Howells in the fsa

Miscellany, the Poet of THiE TABLE inscribes the follOwîng to oo

charming contemporary

Xitli coilege inaideîîs' dreiinnngs
Mr. H-oweiis can't be but at strife;

For the Roiiatii Scbool is-Vassar,
't'lie itealistie, Li'e.

And bebold naw, the Ingenious Man laid hold upan t et

ting Scribe, and caught him by the beard, and spake Ut le o

tbis parable, sayiuug: Bebold, as I went up into the Te , 0of
Learning to pay my marning sacrifice unto Minerva be1 sa b
ber vtre.Adthe one spake unto the teadb0 t

said, 'Art tbau warking now ?' meaning thereby, as tu f the
believetis: dast thou wa5te the midnigbt ail upati the Std s,1

ancients P And la, be ta wbomn the questiafler put bis qt au hi$

was a gay youth, clad inl bright raiment, baving a 9 cbol t1 o h

bead witbal, and sandals upan his feet, and fine-twiiIed end starbeIl
linen upon bis neck and about bis wrists -,and, inoreoveIc , ds

coverings af tbe skiîîs af the kids of tbe goats upan bis bal nd

an oaken staff carried be alsa, for wbat reasofl I wi.5t nv.riy

naw, bebald, tbis youtb spake and answered and sald hase r

hurn the midnigbt ail in tbe service af tbe goddess Whs know

tbat tbou iest unta me, for tby claîing betrayetb tbee ; veriY M

art not a warker, or thou wouldest flot clathe tbyseîî fill '

parel.1 And bebold straigbtway, baving said tbis, b he ci1 ,tO

companion and beat bi msore, and rent bis clothes and eviîeÎtherao.î

him until tby servant wist nat wbat sbouid be the end tcndr

And truly this parable teacbes many tbings bard t itt jo

stoad. It orderetb that ao ane shaîl wear that wbichbc e

but ratber tbat wbich becomes bim not. And abave al1 b

to wbat a pitch Democracy and Jeffersaniafi SimnPîictY hav Or

carried by this generation, whicb lusîeth after ma yards95 th

flot lawful. And bebaold when be had beard thet in

Scribe basted and gat him up into bis owfl place and Se 01'n"

order thse words of tbe Ingenious Man, and bebold theY t

even unto this day.


