THE WEEK.

Vol. I, No. 22.

Toronto, Thursday, May 1st, 1884.

$3.00 per Annum.
Single Copies, 7 cents.

CONTENTS OF CURRENT NUMBER. has no desire for place, political position, or anything which he does not
R sacp.  Blready possess. Intelligent men of all shades of politics must grieve to
TOBIOR OF THE WEEK........coreveereestsoreeesesssersesersosiossssissssastassossssisasssessesssassesassssesssossesasessacsessass 337  gee such treatment accorded to him. It was only the other day thata

CoxrrRmurED ARTIOLES—
Current BEvents and OPinions «....ceeeeererieneiiiennseseetnnins

HOTO BIIA THOTO verve.eerrirersensessersesecosonnaasersesscesnenssnartocnssstosistitenszossssansesssearsassnsensnsissinsssan 339
The C. P, R. by the Kicking Horse Pass and the Selkirks.—No. X.. Principal Grant, 340

he Hessians in the American Revolutionary War .. ...G.T.D. 342
The Torrens System of Land Transfer ... Lex. 342

North-West NOtes .........cceeeirrecreercrennns
Notes on the Montreal Art Exhibition

CorrrspoNDENCE

LireRaToRE—

The Mayflow
A Sonnet...... .
The Adventures of a Widow...

THE BORAP-BOOE ......ovverveeseenresereessesseesres s s esesessssssosessssaasestsssassssesssesssssasisessessssesssentsresssanssessnt 347

MUBIC AND DIRABA ... veveereereveesereenen eesssesreeesssseessosressssssssss s stsasssessesessssesssisnsssocessesssssssssssnnions 348
Boox Norers

Lrrerany Gossre

Cmmss Coromy

The m e»e k»,

AN INDEPENDENT JOURNAL OF LITERATURE, POLITICS, AND CRITICISM.

T —

¢ TERMS:—One year, $3.00; eight months, $2.00; four months, $1.00. Subsoriptions payable
" advance,

o Bubsoribers in Great Britein and Ireland supplied, postage prepaid, on terms following:—
e %en.r. 12s. stg.; half-year, 6s. stg. Remittances by P. O. order or draft should be made
Payable and nddressed to the Publisher.

ADVERTISEMENTS, unexceptional in character and limited in number, will be taken at B4
Per ling per annum; $2.50 per line for six months; $1.50 per line for three months; 20 cents
Por line per ingertion for & shorter period.

All advertisements will be set up in such style ag to insure TErR WEEK'S tasteful %ypo-
tg[mp leal appearance, and enhance the value of the advertlsing in its columns. No adver-

::;’oltsn;’ charged less than FIVE lines. Address—T. R. CLOUGHER, Business Manager,5 Jordan
» Toronto.

NOTICE TO CONTRIBUTORS.

to lA“ contributions should be addressed to the Editor, and should be accompanied by stamp
E dlnﬂnra notification in case the manuscripts are rejected. Ugon payment of postage, the
tor will endeavour to return all manuseripts not proving available, but cannot be respon-

¥bla iy the case of 1038 of any but accepted articles. ~ Contributions will be paid tor when they

® made use of.
© C. BLACKETT ROBINSON, Publisher.

TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

THE author of the just-published “ Canada under the Administration of
ord Lorne ” has scant consideration for the press of this country, and has
the courage to say in his new book that “the intelligent ones among our
Teaders have no respect for the critical estimate of the [Canadian] news-
Papers”  An unprejudiced reader of a recent issue of the Globe would be
Inclined to find ample justification for the statement in the circum-
‘ft""me that it was thought fit to refer in the editorial columns of that
Journa] to g letter which ought not to have found a place in a leading
Organ without a liberal use of the pruning-knife. It not only contained
“What the editor ought to have known were misrepresentations—if not
fabrications—but these were worded in the language of intentional insult
%0 & writer whose offence is the outspoken expression of his convictions.
°1'tunate1y the letter was its own antidote, so apparently was it the
Vapourings—not of an over-heated imagination, but of a would-be literary
88nssin, quec malice prepense. The letter has, of course, been ignored by
the writer assailed, for the same reason that in the days of duelling a gentle-
Man could not fight with a blackleg.  Noblesse oblige. But it may be
¥orth while to point out that it is the admission into its columns of
blningxsgate for argument and slander for logic that has made it possible
Or an unhiagsed writer to speak of the Canadian press as he does in the
w‘_’l‘k already referred to. The apostle of a new creed expects and welcomes
“iticism when it is conducted upon possible lines : it has been the unvary-
log fate of thinkers who have lived to see their doctrines adopted by the
?en who opposed them. And if those Grit politicians who object to
Bystander’s” utterances would take cognizance of the fact that Tory
01_'884118, such as the Hamilton Spectator, are just as much dissatisfied with
18 course, they would see the absurdity of discovering in him a masked
Olservative, and of ascribing covert motives. Such a mode of attacking
% Writer sans pewr et sans reproche is a boomerang policy which will not
Stand the test of experience. It is too absurdly ridiculous to serve even a
P.I‘esent, purpose : for everybody knows the ¢ Bystander ” has no tempta-
tion o e otherwise than impartial. He is out of politics, and notoriously

journal published in Toronto, and another printed in Hamilton, circulated
reports of *Bystander's” visit to Buffalo which their conductors must
have known had been officially contradicted, capping them by hysterical
screeds against him as the propounder of an ‘annexation doctrine.” The
authors of such stuff would save themselves much unnecessary tribulation
if they would previously and honestly read the writings they undertake to
comment upon.

It is pointed out to us that the information upon which we baged our
remarks last week on the County Board of Audit was not exact. County
Attorneys, as such, are not members of the Board. The body consists of
the County Judge and two members of the County Council. By a recent
statute the County Councils are authorized to pay to these nominee audi-
tors certain fees for their services. Two of the Board are practically the
paid servants of the County Council, and their duty is to strike off the
accounts of all constables every possible item. If they fail in this respect,
their places will be filled by more subservient successors. The only inde-
pendent member of the Board to whom the constables can look for a liberal
and equitable taxation is the County Judge. Unfortunately, this their
sole safeguard is wanting in some counties, owing to the action of the
County Council in annually voting a ‘honorarium ” to the County Judge
for his setvices. The unfortunate constable who faces this extraordinary
tribunal—judge and jury all feed by the county—has a hard time of it in
getting his just dues. The public official to whom we alluded last week as
having protested against a niggardly policy on the part of his board of
audit which practically amounts to “consideration for thieves,” and who was
go pompously rebuked for protesting, had just the hybrid board last
mentioned to contend with. The Board of Audit is a cumbersome and
absurd tribunal, and, with rare exceptions (as, for instance, where the
County Judge happens to be a painstaking, liberal-minded man), its treat-
ment of constables is harsh and illiberal. As the law stands, the disburse-
ments incidental to the pursuit of a criminal have to be borne, in the first
instance, by the officers of the law ; and whether they ever receive them
back depends upon a board of audit who are feed to disallow the bill, if
posssible. In any event, the unfortunate constable has generally to wait
from three to four months after his advance before he can recover his own.
A more objectionable system than this it would be difficult to devise, but
notwithstanding the periodical remonstrances made to the Local Govern-
ment by those who suffer under it, the redress so often promised has not
yet been given.

A CcONTRIBUTOR to the Canadian American who has been touring
through Ontario gives some of his impressions to the readers of the journal
named. He says that whilst © the drinking customs of the country are very
prominent,” he saw *less drunkenness than he would have expected to
see in the States.” He was much impressed with London, and thinks ¢ the
cathedral they are building there would be a credit to a city of a hundred
thousand population.” Canadian business people he found were¢: not in
guch & hurry as their American cousins. He seems surprised that anyone
in business can say “thank you” and mean it. *‘The manners of the

alespeople are not so conventional as with us, and when they say ¢thank
jou’ they really seem to feel it.” ¢ Mannersare much more seen in public
ways and places than with us,” He does not think much of the average
Canadian’s ‘directive” power, and was glad to hunt up places for himself,
« The greatest fault and wonder is, they do not seem to believe either in
themselves or in their country. They disparage their land and the crops

they produce. They compare opportunities with the Sates unfavourably
to themselves. They will swear by England, and die for England.” The
writer does not see why Canadians should migrate to the States. He

grants that more money is made in his own country, but thinks Canada has
more health and comfort. ¢TI know no place where they seem to get as
much comfort out of life. The women, especially, look much healthier;
they are, in nearly every instance, strong and hearty, but they are not
usually as good looking as the men, while in the States it is generally the
reverse. 1 do not know that Canada, or even London, would be a good
place to move to, but I feel that it is not the best place to move from.”



