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Vi1e )Âtettary Way sidce.
IN the way of fiction there vas neyer

such an abundance,and such a poverty, too,
it seema te us, as now; for fiction bas long
since ceased ta have a rational. cause for
being; everybody writes it, and it is *quite
badly -done. Ail writing is gettitig -over-
crowded, the whole publie has* discovered
that there is no dimfculty in using pen and
ink, or perhaps lead-pencil, and saying
sometbiug about ail manner of subjeots by
means thereof. The profession of author is
snddenly found te, be attainable by any-
body, and consistent with any sort of other
busiuess. .And ail the whjle tho sibbler
put on the most amusing littie airs abut
it, and an ordinary cominunity is full of
distinguishefi persons who write sketches
or stories or posams, and generally al) three.
IlSyadicate " managers exist to pile the
papers full of thèse things; there are even
Ilsyndicates " of papers that have a daily
stary and a daiiy poem-Apolo, forgive
.A.nov a juutaocf young newspaper men
have started a journal to encourage this
sort of thing. It is in Boston, too,-where
they have been talking of an authors' club
of resi authors,-that this scheme of en-
coursging and iustructiug "writers" has
been deliberately concocted and produced
before the world. Are ail these things
sigus of roal literary activity, rçal cultiva-
tien of mind, real -stirring of ideas or
vitality of purpose ? No, they are nlot. There
is no more genjus, no more thought, than
.forty yoars ago; no more writing worth
the reading. There is a deal more readling,
a deal more diffused information-and
much of it is misinformation--a great comn-
mon stock of expression and fame and
sentiment that are easily drawn from-the
knack ia readily caught. But books- of
consoquece-wbether novels or emays-
poems that are poetry-sre not incresd,
in proportion. You may read long eiiough
in ar current literature before you pause
and say-bero is a treasure that I mnust
koep and read again and yet again.-Bos-
tonl .dverti8er.

Mfrs. Langtry's iosy, Home.
No. 361 West Twenty-third street is s

pretty little house not far from the inter-
section of the street by Ninth avenue. It
hardly looks like a city house, sud, indood,
dates back ta the days wben Twenty-third
street vas Ilfar up town.?" It stand s welI
back frein the road, and is what is known in
country villages as a "ldouble hause." This
is -whero during the present season, Mrs.
langtry bas ensconced hersaI! whenever her
professional engagements, would permit of
it. She rente.d it furnished in the fall, but
the toucb of hier skilled band isperceptible,
as soon as one enters the dainty little draw-
ing-room on the left of the eutrance. On
a mother-of-pear1 inlaid Turkisli- octgonal
stand is a vase in wbieh fragrant white
lilios crovd. eacb other sud fill the air.vith
a fragrance which meats, as it were, that
plouring frein other Miies, roses, mignonette
and so forth which fil aIl sorts of receptacles

in every corner of the raom. Near one of
the windlows whose curtains, by the way,
are formod of white otaman silk, stands a
rare aId crackle white Ohinese vase turned
ta the base uses of a lasnp aid surmounted
by a huge silk umbrella shade. A row of
candles on the table are shadod in rather
quaint fashion by an oblong shade which
serves for theui aIl. In one corner is a
mirror csnopied, as it vere vith embroid-
ered silk, and in front of it is a china jardi-
niare ffllod witli feras and foliage plants.
Gracefuîly disposed wbite silk hangingsa nd
a profusion o! books, a glance into, wbich
vould disclose the inscription Ilfront the
author,"l add to the artistic but comfortable
confusion of the room. On the other sida
of the hall is a pleasant diuiug-room, while
at the back is the room witb its bard floor
wbere Mrs. Laugtry develops ber muscle
and gains fresh graces by hier feacing prae-
tice.

The curtains ia the little drawing-room
are dravaý, the lampa ligbted, and in the
soft radiance*wbîcb cones thrbugm the tint-
ed sîades sits-Mrs. Laàgtry bersel! eugaged
mn a quiet after-dinner chat and vaiting for
bier brougbam ta take hier ta the theatre.
She looks exceediugly bandsome as she sits
there in bier sof t brava camel's hair dresa
witb just a suspicion of color in the folda of
its front.-. Y. Tribne.

Titce .First Pipe.
A LITTLz boy vent out ana day bis !ather's«

wood ta chop, and saw a big. black
pipe o! cîay that tempted bimi ta stop;
bis father oft admùonished him ta never
use tho weed, for, if hie did, bis trous-
ors th en wo uld dusted be, indeed.

The boy lookod round, saw no one by, a
match he struck sud lit, and cbuckled
as lie thougbt boy sly be'd sinoke a
little bit; so, lilte bis dad bie puffod
sway, and blew out clouds of smoke,
till beads o! sweat upon lsim lay and
nausea in bum woke.

Tben gbsstly white, bis nerveless hand
dropped in the waod that pipe; bis
brain it reeled, hie could not stand,
ho strugglad vwith a "ripe; that navy
plug mnade hirn so sice bie tbougbt that
hie wonld die; but whon bis dad ap.
pîied a stick his heels were kicking
bigb.

Full many days bave pasaedl and fiowni
since daddy's boy was cured; the lad
bias nov ta manbood grova wo by
that pipe vas lured; hol talla tes try
'bout bimsel! as if a pretty triek, thn
resobes ou the mantel shel! an filsa
bis meersbaum slick.

MACDOUGALL & BEAUMONT,
DfiTristers, ocîr,&e

rqu5Ty OniAetnssa, 20 ADImELAIDE STSSEr RABT,
ToitONrO,

Atr.lED MAODOUOLL. a. s. .ss&smosa.

the Cat

614 QUEEN STREET

WEST.

LADIES w eartop
should not fau to inepeet the en-
ormous sssortmnent of

S BANGS, and Other Styles,
LONG HIAJRED SWITCHES,

BANGS. wrns, etc., a
nwtnsE ' A. DORENWEND'S

PAIS NAIR VOItE,
103 & 105 Yonge Street,

Botiween King and Adeluide E.

P.5 -Gooda mut par iiil if destirÀd.

MISS STEV ENS,
'MILLINER 6

To H. R. H. Prineoss«iouise.

FASHION WITH ECONONY.
Mi8s Sleven imivites hir sumcroru frienda<and ilie

psublic go asa ins~pection of hem splendid stock o

Mi!luory, Fiathérs, Rowers and Fucy Co0sais
205i FYGE ST..

opposite Holy Trisity Chnrch, - TRNO

A. E. KENNEDY,
Pharmaceutia.and

Dispensing Choe sti
23QUBEN ST. WEST, TORONTO.*

Precsriptio)b Depa-trmnt 4hmays Opet .,
Rediable AUendaitta

P«artUear attentiote'given t olci Pailmj Be-
ceipisda dcrders Inj nail.

"THIS STORE'IS ALWAYS OPEN."


