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heated term. It would also remove the necessity of  alon lines satisfactory to our ibers and adver-  them to strive fully for the e of art i.n
dumping this material in the low lying parts of the city  lisers. If those persons who take an interest in this  this country. He likewise made a suggestion which it

or along the bay (ront, where it must eventually cause
trouble. That the Island will some day be turned into
a most beautiful park, d o by many th ds of
our citizens no one can doubt. The question is, how
may it be done in the shortest time and in the most
economical manner 2 [f some definite line of action is
adopted, and year by year it is worked upon, it will not
be very long before a very decided improvement is
noticeable.

i ———
E gavea word of cawion to builders recently
against yielding up their hard-earned dollars to
the persunsi gued rep ives of
Ci ive Building Plan A or publish
of wlmt are called m the United States “ready-made
mishit bLuilding plans.” The warnirg, as we have sinco
learned, was a timely one, alihough we regret that it
came tao late to save some. A builder i this city sadly
confessed the other day that he was unable at present
to subscribe for the CANADIAN ARCHITECT AND
BUILDER as he had recently thrown away fifteen dollars
on abook of “ mistit plane:”  He frankly confesscd that
he had been badly “sold,” but seemed to find comfort in
the fact that the owner of a neighboring shop had been
“takenin”also. The latter on being spoken to, showed
plainly by his manner that the subject was not a pleasant
one to him. Both men abwitted that, while they had
each got a very nice picture book, every attempt to ap-
ply the information printed therein to practical purposes
had resulted in utter failure,
e ———————
HERE is much need of reform in the operation of
the by-Jaw which is supposed to govern the issu.
ing of building permits in the city of Toronto. We do
not at present know all the provisions of the existing by-
law, but we do know that some of the most important are
scarcely if ever complied with. Persons intending to
build within the fire limits are supposed under this by-
law to submit plass of the proposed building for the
approval of the Building Inspector, and to obtain a per-
mit before the work is commenced. Instead of this
being done, buildings are in the majority of cases com-
wenced and partially or wholly erected before a permit
authorizing the work to be done isgranted. The Build-
ing laspector has the power in such cascs, if the pro-
visions of the by-law have been disregarded, to compel
the pulling down of the werk and its reconstruction in
proper form, but how often is this power exercised?
Not very often, if in any case, as the continued non-
compliance with the by-law plainly shows. The by-law
as 1t stands at present is a farce, and entirely fails of its
object. Every person intending to put up a structure
within the city limits should be compelled to obtam a
building permit from the building inspector defore com-
mencing the work. This would insure the proper erection
of buildings, and would furnish a reliable record of the
namber and value of new buildings put up each year.
‘We hope to sce this reform carried out.

ITH this issue we present the fitth number of

the CANADIAN ARCHITECT AND BUILDER to
the public. The four numbers that have already been
published, we believe have not been wanting in merit.
That we have not done all that we could wish, we are
frec to admit; but we hope that our shortcomings
mll be rorguven. Itis our desire to make this journal

as possible to all d in archi

or :my of the kmdved branches. To that end we will be
very much obliged for any suggestions with which we
may be furnished. We may not be able to follow all the
suggestions which we may receive, but they-will at least
give us some idea of the lines along which we should
proceed to satisfy the lnrgest number. There are many
who will grumble and find fault for the pleasure it gives
‘them. Fram these people we are not at all likely to re.
ceive much advice that will be of service. There are
others, however, whose opinions we would value if they
would only favor us with them. We will be exceedingly
thankful if they will take sufficient interest in us to for-
ward their views. The posiion of this journal is now
assured, and all that remains to be done is to increase
its usefulness 1o such extent as we may be able 1o do by
the expenence we are gaining.  Our advertising patron-
age is extending, and before long we will have a very
complete and representative list of all the important
manufacturers and dealers in building materials. As
this paper is being taken by nearly all the architects and
contractors of this country, its value as an advertising
mecdium is beyond dispute. We will not at present
speak of the improvements which it is intended to make
with the comiencement of the second year. They will
not be few, and we beliete that in all cases they will be

journal would advance its welfare whencver the oppar-
tunity offered by increasing its subscription lists and
gaining for itadvertisenents, weshould feel very grateful.
As this is the only Canadian journal devoted to the

interests of architecture and its sister arts, we would ask -

for the cordial support of all Camadhans who love their
country and hope 1o see it as rapidly advance in the love
of art as it has already done in more material interests.

i —— ———— ——— ]

T the corner of King and Yonge streets in this city
there was a very serious blockade of vehicles the
other day. At the time there did not seem to be any
unusual amount of traffic, but it so happened that a
number of large drays and street cars met and caused a

serious If such stoppages occur freqy
with the present amount of traffic, what may be expected
when it is doubled or trebled, as no doubt it will be in 2
few years? An effort should be made to have the inter-
section of all important strees enlarged. With the
present amount of space very little traffic will cause a
blockade, because only one vehicle can pass through at
at a time, and if the right of way is held by tcams pass-
ing along one of the strects, thase ‘on the other must
wait until they have passed. The two north corners of
King and Yonge streets are now occupied by old build-
ings, which must in a very short time be taken down and
new buildings erected. If imp| are made on
these corners before the intersection is enlarged by the
cxpropriation of the angles, it will be made more diffi-
cult and cxpensive to effect this most necessary object.
There are a number of places in this city where the
traffic will be so great in the near future that there must
be continual trouble, and some effort should be made to
provide a remedy, before almost insurmountable imped-
iments are placed in the way by the erection of costly
improvements. There has not been in the past very
much belief in the future greatness of this city, and
consequently very litlle has been done to make pro-
vision for the requircrnents of the future, Where
everything has Leen so carclessly done, and we are now
suffering the consequences, ane would think that some
atterapt wonld be made to show our belief in the future
of the city and our desire to remove obstacles from the
path of our descendants. As 18 well known, the inter-
scctions of streets in London have been enlarged with
what they call circuses, which allow of the free passage
of vehicles into the different sireets leading into these
circases. The traffic in some of the streets in London is
tremendous, and yet there is comparatively little stop-
page in those strects. Nearly all the blockades in New
York are caused by the blocking of traffic at the
intersecuon of narrow but imporiant streets. Having

. this knowledge of what has occurred in large cities, and

the methods adopted to correct the evil, we should make
some use of their experience, and make wise provisions
Jfor the future.  If we do not, our descendants will not
thank us for our lack of foresight or indifference to their

interests.
= a——————————

is hoped many of those present will not allaw to pass
their memory, viz., that there are many wealthy men in
the community who could afford to buy one or two good
pictuses in a year to beautify theic costly homes. In so
doing they would receive large retums in the education
ia art which they and their families would derive, and
they would at the same time be giving great assistance
to Canadian artists. If 2 man could not sell his pictures
in his native land there was no encouragement for him to
remain, and we would lose men which our country could
ill afford to part with, .

The east end of the curling rink bas been paruitioned
off and set apart for the exhibition of the pictures, The
space has been divided into three rooms—a large one in
the center, with smaller ones on each side. The large
room is spaciovs, and gives every opportunity for view-
ing the pictures from different pasitions. I[n the center
of the room has been placed a number of busis of well-
kaown men by Mr. Hamilton McCarthy. Three pic-
tures bel g to the quis of Lansd which he
kindly lem to the Academy for this Exhibition, have
also been placed near the center of the rcom. The

taken altogether, are good for the exhibi-
tion or the pictures. The emmnoe to the Exhibition
could not be worse, and until lately no attempt was made
to inform people of its Jocation. When residents of the
city are unable to find the exhibition, how are strangers
to discover its whereabouts? Some effort should be
made to make the way more convenient..

A very decided improvement in the pictures exhibited
is naticeable over those of the last Exhibition held bere.
Tt is very gratifying to Cancdians to observe the marked
advancement which has been made by Canadian actists
in the past few years. It is to be hoped that equal, if
not greater progress, will be made in the future. This
much to be hoped improvement of art in this country
can be very materially advanced if our wealthy classes
will spend some of their accumulations in purchasing
piclures by our Canadian artists. The pictuses are welt
woith a place in any house, and there is no necessity of
buying an inferior picture with the object of rendering
agsistance to artists. Itis more than probable that the
purchaser will have received the greater benefit in the
higher ideas of life which will be.acquired by his sur.
rounding himself and family with work of art, not only
beautiful in themselves, but also in the ideas which they
suggest. There are very many costly houses in this city
which have not upon their walls one single picture
worthy of a place in the humblest cottage. Let us hope
that this number will be reduced. The influence of an
exhibition of good paintings must be very great.  People
whoeven for a few moments view a good work must sce
the great difference between it and that which meets
their eyes every day within theic houses. If they have
any higher feelings it must cause them to strive to obtain
that which they admire most. And in this is the great
benefit of art exhibitions to the people. They are given

ithes to see good work, and the effect must be

HE ‘Royal Canadian Acad Exhibition was

PP
more than temporary.

formally opened by His Excell the G
Generat on Monday wening. May 7th. At nine o'clock
His Excell d by the Marchi , Lady
Macdonald, the qul.-Govcmor of Omano, Col.
Gzoroski and aide de camp Sheatfield and Anson,
arrived at the Granite rink where the Exhibition is being
beld. They were received by Mr, L. R. O'Brien, prest
dent of the Academy, Mr. A. C. Hutchinson and Mr. A
P: and conducted to the platform, when the pro.
ceedings were commenced. The President welcomed
the distinguished vislitors in a few well chosen sentences,

and then proceeded to speak on the progress of art in .

this country. He regrelied decply the difficulty of

arousing in the people any seatiment in favor of art ;.

but hoped that the time was not distant when the
influence of the Academy and of its members would be
apparent in a higher appreciationand knowledgeof art by
ovur people. The Hon. G.W. Ross welcomned the Govemor-
General on bebalf of the Ontario Government.
knowledged the debt of de he was under to His
Excellency for the advice and assistance he had given
him in the making of the necessary armngements to
teach art in the schodls, the result being that where
éw years ago art was not taught in the schools, it is now

taught 1o many thousands, and “advanced” and “still

farther advanced ” art at that. The Hon. Mr. Ross also
lated the of the Acad on the great
excelience of the Exblbition.

Lord Lansdowne, in a few wordx, thanked the
speakers for their kind expressions of esteem for himsclf
and [:ady Lansdowne. He also spoke many encourng-
ing words to the members of the Academy and advised

He ac. .

‘We think it would bea very good thing it the exhibi-
tion of paintings were thrown open to the public on one or
two evenings. We do not believe that this would result
i any loss, but rather the opposite. Even presuming
that there should be a small loss, it would be more than

balanced by the i gained by the public.
it is true thatthese Exhibitions must be managed in such
a way as to obtain money, but at the same time they
should be'made to serve educational purposes. The
higher our peoplé as a body are educated in the
knowledge of art, the greater will be the progress of art,
We cenainly arc not too highly educated in acsthetics ;
a little more or even a large amoust of instruction in this
direction will not ndvapce us beyond safe bounds. ‘Then
let everything in reashn be done which wilt advance us
as a people in’ the love of the beawtiful. That this
Exhibition and Art Fair may result in educating the
people as well as ina large financial balance is the
hope of everyone. .

. e ——

" To sccure facility of adaptation in production and-

desrgn m art workmnnshlp, qnlck cxecu(lon should be
Fi ing and clay
skc(chcs should be simply the result of rapid observa-

" tion, representing what the memory retains of an object

afier viewing it a certain time. With o definite concep-
tion ‘'of an example, and without further reference to it, a
space should be filled with appropriate decoration in a

. given time. The Japanese, who' have,advanced all arts

they have adopted, have adopted this plan, whlcll is the
education of the eye.




