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ever, all the most reliable evidence it
seems established that one of Napoleon’s
aide-de-camps, probably Labedoyere,
was sent with an order from Napoleon
to Ney at 3.30, which order urged Ney
to strike across and assail the Prussian
right, as soon as he should have cceu-

led Quatre Bras. The aide-de-camp,
};efore he reached Ney, met D'Lirlon’s
corps on the road to I‘rasmes, and upon
his own respousibility and in Napoleon’s
aame, turned it off towards Ligny. Ney
on hearing this was naturally annoved at
this clear misinterpretation of Napo-
leon’s order, and sent his chief of the
stafi with a peremptory order to D'Erlon
to return at once. The lauer had no
choice bnt to obey bis innnediate senior,
and realizing his e:ror, returned to
Quatre Bras only to arrive too late Lo be
of any use Thus 20,000 men had spent
the entire afternoon waundering bhack-
wards and forwards between the fields of
Ligny and Quatre Bras without taking
any part in the fighting at either.

Luck was certainly on the side of the
allies.

We Jeft Napoleon at Ligny, about to
deul his final blow, which had only been
delayed by the ¢ D'Erlon incident
A precious hour and more, however, hal
Leen wasted and it was not till 7 30 that
Napoleon gave the long vxpected order
for the guard to advance, Dense clouds
had arisen in the northwest, behind
which the sun had sunk, and it was
growing dark. The huge column pressed
forwards and suddenly becane visible
to the Prussians in Ligny. They stiug-
gled bravely to oppos= it, but in vain,
and Napoleon’s deadly blow was driven
swiftly home, Ligny was turned and
the Prussian centre broken, and Blucher
galloped up in breathiless haste to find
the Dbattle lost. His only chance was
now to retreat and this he dicl with the
greatest steadiness and deliberation,
checking the Frerch advance by re
peated cavalry charges. Blucher him-
self led cue of these in hisfiery zeal, and
his grey charger (presented to him by
the English prince regent the y-ar be.
fore) was shot under him, and rolling
upon him, pinned lLim to the ground.
Twice the French cavalry charged over
him in the growing darkness and ig-
norant of the rich prize lying helpless on
the ground. A bady of Prussian lancers
now came to his aid, however, and he
was released and assisted off the field so
bruised and battered that he had to hand
over the chief command temporarily to
Gneisenau, It is related that his first
words on being picked up were, ' Now
iy lads, let us charge them again !

At § o'clock the French victory was
secured, but the Prussians were by no
means routed, and when darkness fell
and the French had to halt, about g
p.um., the Prussians still hieid Bry, Som-
breffe, and the Namur road

In this desperate and bloodyv hattle tlie

Prussians lost about 15,000 meu, and the
T'rench ahout 10,000.

The wearied I‘'reuch bivouacked on
the fieid of battle, and Napoleon re-
turned to spend the night at Fleurus,
without giviug =ny orders for the pur.
suit at all. This extraordinary neg
ligence cost Lim dear indeed, as the
sequel will show,

On the Prussian side, however, Gneis-
cnau wasted no time, and about 1 a.m.
conmmenced to withdraw, with wonder-
ful steadiness and secrecy, the main
portion ot his army, not towards his
base, but through Tilly and Gentinnes
due north to Wavre,

This movement was not dreamed of
by the Irench and was absolutely unin-
terrupted.

Let us now return to Quatre Broas,

As already stated, Wellington reiched
thers on lis return from Bry, 2'vut 3,
and he then found the Prince of O ange
hotly engaged with Ney.

I.et us examine the scene of action.

The first thing that strikes us is the ¢x-
treme smailness of the battle-held ag
comypared with the vast extent ol Liguy.
The wood ef Bossu, such an important
feature in 1813, is now entirely cleared
away. Trees are, bowever, now planted
alonmyg both chaussizs.  To the south of
Gounoncourt farm is a ridge which gave
the I'rench a good artillery position, and
screened theiwrr advance. As I have al-
ready stated, this position was durin3
the morning held by the Prince of
Orapnge witn 7,000 men, His line
stretetied from the woad of Bossti on the
right to the wood of Deliiutte on the
lett, whiilst his reserves wore at Quatre
Bras itseif.  Ney had long been waiting
for orders and for his troops to cote up,
At 2 p.ut he bad 17,000 wen in hand,
with others close behind, so he vigor-
ously commenced the attack, pushing
back the Pince of Orange who, however,
held on obstinately to Gominncourt till
finally driven out by overwhelming
force,

Now, however, lis eyes wire glad-
dened by the sight of red-conted masses
advancing from Quatre Bras across the
rich corntieids, 1t was Picton’s division
of British infantry (chiefly Highianders)
whiich had ettt Brussels at daylight that
morning and had marchicd twenty-two
mties Lo the scene of action,

Tos arrival of Pricton had savell the
day.  Close behind was the Duk: of
Brauswick's vcorps of jooo men, and
from now to the cluse ot the action,

Welitngton, who had taken  over the
counnaud, recetved  conuauous rein-
forcements, At tins moment he had

about 20,000 men 1 haud,

Ney, fired by the capture of Gomion-
court, was now cowmencing a general
advance against Quatre Bras, but Wel-
lington did not walt to receive it on the
dufensive.  He gave tie order for Pic-
ton’s division 1o advance, and the broad
red masses advanced steadily through
tie bright green corn, straight «t tie
advanciuy Freuch., 1t was a magutficent
spectacic and they fiterably swept the
tield, driving the Lrensch back o dis-
otder beinnd Gomtoncowt, Meanwhile,
nowever, on e Biash oright, the
Biuaswick troeps were being attacked
by the Frencit cavaley, and broke, fiving
i utter disorder towards Quatre bras,
Iu trying to rally them the gailant Duke
of Bruuswick was killed,

At this moment an incident occuired
that migiit have altered the result of the
whole cairpaigu.  Part of the victorious
French ceval 'y dashung forward parsued
the Brumswickers vp to Quaire Bras
itself, and Wellingion and his staff
were lnvoinstatny swept along by the
flving column.  He was closely pursied
by the French and omy escaped by
leapiag his borse over the g2aa 1igh-
l.uders, who were hning tne diteh of
the Namur rowd, A Irench  oflicer
actualiy miade a dash at him, but was
disabled and taken prisoner bhefore he
could do any damage.

The Irench cavalry were new nearly
up to Quatre Bras and en the right flank
and rear of Picton’s victorious division,
Seeing this they whecled to the right,
and part.y bidden by the high-standing
corn, feil with tesnfic force on the ik
regiments of P.cton 8 division, who lad
searcely tunie to form & square to meet
them.  In this charge tire g2ud and g4t
regiments suffered  very severely, but
the French cavalry were  eventuaily
driven off, Tt wili be observed that the
prentiar feature of this obstinate hattic
was that Welitngton iiad to hight alniost
entirery with infanny, whercas Moy did
taost of s attacking witi huge niussaes
of cavaliy.

Picton's division now steod e Line in
the cornfichds, oo slight dopression of

the plateaun, with therr night on the
Cchavizron voard and thar dele thrown
ek tothe Namar reads Nev oassarad

thon by a heavy artblery fise, and then
huried charge after charge of cavalry at

them. As the cavalry approached the
British formed square and repulscd the
Trench atiacks, though the latter were
of unpazalleled violence. Indeed, Pic-
teu's imunoveable squures have been
likebed to ** Rocks in a flowing tide.”
Never was British infantry so severely
tried, except two days later at Waterloo,
aund their loss was enormous, but they
remained as if rooted to the ground and
Ney'scavalry at last withdrew exhausted.
(It was at this moment thit Ney learned
of D’Yirlon’s d: parture for Ligny and re-
called him.) ‘The French reuewed their
altacks, but British reinforcements were
now coning up fast, and Ney's chances
of suceess wore rapudly getting less and

less.  He resolved, however, v a fresh
desperate stroke, and bringing up tihe

cuirassicrs of the guard, under Keller-
man, and telling the latter that the
‘‘fate of France was in his hands,”
burled him at the British centre. They
dashed along the chaussée and then
wheeling to the right fe'l with fearful
swidenness on the British squares.  The
6gth reginent lhad not timie to form
square and was almost cut to pieces.
Frodurg  the squares still invincible,
Kelennan's cutrassie s dashed straight
at the cross roads, hut Wellingtoa had
posted s-ane artillery there, aud voured
such i hail of grape into the advancing
Irench that they were hurled back and
fled.  Ney now made one Just effort with
his left, and Foy's infantry foiced their
way througii the woad of Bossu, crossed
the open sp.ce, and seized an isolated
houss on the Charleroi road only 300
yards from Quatre Bras, This was a
daring stroke, but it was frustrated by
the g2nd Highlanders, who dashed and
drove the French out of the bouse and
back into the wood at the point of the
bayonet. The sun was now setting aud
the British foot-guards arrived with
other reinforcements. Weliingtlon was
now in sup.rior strength to Nev and at
once assumed the off -nsive,  lle threw
the guards into the woods of Bossu, and
they saiftiy expelied Foy though not
without heavy loss. Wellington then
ordercd a gencral advance and re-
occupied his position of the morning
wliilst Ney fell ba-k to Frasnes. Thus
ended the hotly contested action of
Quatre Bras in which Wellington lost
4,600 men and Ney 4.300.  Both armies
were exhausted and tivouacked ou the
field.  During the night the British
cavalry arrived after their long march of
forty miles, but Wellingto s ariny was
still very far [rom being coucentrated,
Ie retired to spend thie night at Genappe,
aud had then reccived no news of the
extent of Blucher’s defeat,
To sum up the events of the 16th :

Napoieon had defeated the Drussians
at lagny, but was unable to advance
beyond that poiut, whilst Ney had been
repulsed a* Quatre Bras.  Wellington
and Blucher had not been separated, but
they had lost nearly 20,000 men between
them, and the French about 15,000,

The chief features of the day had been ;

1. Napoleon’s unaccountable waste
of the entire morning, thus allowing his
cnemies to concs it -te uamolested.

2. Blucher's galiant decisiou to re.
treat to Wavre instead of to his base, so
as to support Wel:ington,

3. Wellington’s over cautiousncss
which kept him from concentrating his
army till dangerously late. Iiven by
the evening of the 16th he had only
36,000 men in all at Quatre Bras,

4. The extremely narrow escapes of
both Wellington and Blucher fio:m death
or capture. A thsaster to either of them
night have altered the resuit of the
whole campaign, as their compact was
largely a personal one.

Juxs 17th.—AtL daybreak on the 17th
Wellington left Gen ippe and galioped
off to Quatre Bras. After inspectin: his
outposts he seut a patrol o ascertaiu
Blucher's exact wheieabouts. I'his svon
discovered that the French were now on



