
DOMINION MEDICAL MONTHLY

which it cornes iii contact. ilence, iii essential principle, suceh a
treatment is quite anialogouis to, the Bail and Lynchi operations re-
ferred to, above, iii wbich the cuitaineous nerves are destroyed by
direct inechanical dli\'ision, instcad ot bv (clurical attaek. The
alcohiol inethod presents certain detinite advantages that will be
referred to later. Thiere are certain possible disad\,antages also
that will be eonsidered at onic. Siiice there is no0 selective action
of aleohol, by whichi inotor nier\-es are spared, and only sensory
ouns injuired, one nîiiglht expect a luss of sphincter control if the
injections were alIo\ve( to coine iii close relation with the motor
braniches to the mutscles. -ilýso, an injection of a suibstance causing
tissuie destruction, if too suiperficially ýl)laeed, might bc expected to
cauise a slouigh and resuiltant uleerationi.

[n order to test these possibilities lîy actual experinient, aleolhol
injections about the anal regions in (logs were performed, the
depth of introducetion being varied. WVithout detailing the proto-

cols of experiments, the followin<r facts eecerypod
.Xleoliol injections will prodice ('ml]etc local autesthesi a. If
introduced cleeplY enouigl to corne in contact with the miotor
nierves, sphinecteric paralysis and resuiltant incontinence are pro-
duceed. Tf introdiieed (luite sullerfeially-tllat is, within tlue skin
itself-suiperficial slotiglis are oaiised. Tt is quiite possible, how-
ever, and not ver 'v diflicilt, to, înodiuce aucsthesia with no0 sphinc-
ter paralysis or skin uleeration ; and this by introducing the
needie entirèly through the skin, butt injecting the alcohol immedi-
ately uinder the skin and neyer deeper than that.

The method has been tried so far in only four clinical cases
and for a period so far covering only a few months at most. This,
therefore, can only be considered a preliminary report. The facts
observ'ed are as follows: Entire and immediate abolition of the
itehing fromn the area injected, along with other sensation, leaving
an anesthetic zone. No sphincter disturbance. A slight super-
ficial slouigh i11 one case where the injection was made into the
skin proper instead of iunder it, dite to the patient pulling away
*îust at the moment of injection. The anesthesia rnay last at least
three months; how unucih longer 1 arn not prepared to say.

As to techniquie, it is simplicit 'v itself. An ordinary hypoder-
unie needle and syringeý, boiled, is fllled with 70 per cent alcohol.
l'le skin is prepared as for ordinary hvpodermic injection. The
needle is introduieed well through the skin in the area to be treated,
and then made to travel along direetlv 'u nder the skin, depositing
the aleoluol, nntil the whole area bas been thus infiltrated. The


