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Monday, 23— Faat—Vigil. St. Leo, P. C.
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the Baptiat.

TEWS OF THE WEEK.

The 1s-- Thureh Bl bas passed the ordeal
of a secun: reading 10 the House of Lords.—
After a lony protracted debate, whicn excited
the most lively interest as well without, as with-
10 the House, the division took place at about 3
a.an. on Saturday the 19ih iost., when tbere ap-
peared—for the second reading of the Bill, 179 :
agamst it 146 : majority in favor that the Bill be
read a second time, 33. The result was re-
cewved with great cheering, which was taken ups
and repeated by the vast crowds in the streets,
From an analysis ot the division list 1t appears that
of the Protestant Bishops, sixteen from Ireland,
including the government archbishop of Dubhn,
voted against the Bill: that ope English Pro-
testant bishop voted in its favor ; and that the
others took no part in the division.

It must not be deemed however that the
struggle is over, or hat an immediate victory
for the Gladstone policy 1s certan. Though
they may aave allowed the Ministerial measure
to be read a second time, the Liords have done
so with the understandiog tbat they by no means
intend to assent to all tts details,and they express-
ly declare their intention of modifying those details
10 Committee. They will perhaps accept the
go-called disestablishing clauses ; but oz the dis-
endowment clauses they will be less plaat, and
will most probably so change or mutilate the
Bill m Committee as to make the measure worth-
less as an agent for the pacification of Treland.
The Commons, when the Bl so amended shall
be returned to them, will then be obl:ged either
to accept the Lord’s amendments: or, as the
session 1s 80 far advanced, to reject the mutilated
Bill, so that another year at least will be lost,
Tn the meantime agitation in Ireland will wcrease,
and the reproach of British government, the
great blot upon its in most other respects excel.
lent institutions, will reman to produce the in-
evitable fruits. 1f there be any any who shoald
rejorce in the defear, or postponement of Mr.
Gladstone’s Bill they are the esemies of Great

Britain’s honor, safety, and good nam'e amoogst
the pations of the earth.

But though the struggle may be protracted,
aed though victory may be delayed, the issue is
certain, wevitadle. The Protestant Church, as
By Law Established in ITreland, 1s docmed, and
must fall. The patient bas to be sbaved any-
bow, and bad better submit to the operation
quetly, lest be get cut, as was said in the Con-
stituent Assembly to the Ab%e Maury, what time
that sturdy opponent of the Revolution, was
.energetically declaming against the proposed
spoliation of the Church in Fraoce. Should the
Lords by their amendments succeed in putting off
for another year the settlement of the Insh
Church question, they will have aroused a devi
in Treland that it will be no easy matter to lay,
and will bave serously endangered the Protest-
sot Established Church io Eogland.

The election riots in France have subsided:
there is calm on the surface of the lately agitated
ocean, and for the moment the danger may seem
to bave passed away. The government, auxious
po doubt to foster this i1llusion, 13 showing itself
magnanimous ; aod of the eight hundred prison-
ers made during the recent disturbaoces all, ex-
cept sore two hundred, are to be discharged.

From Spam we learn that on the 19:b the
oath of the Regency was taken by Marshall
Serranc,  Thete was much cheering, snd a
great expenditure of breath. When a nation
takes to Counstitution-mongering, and swearing
great caths of fidelity eternal to the idol it has
set up, things are in a bad way. It 13 a symp-

cure yet discovered is copious. blood-letting.
To this pass we suppose it must come in Spain.
There is nothing of much importapee com
municated from Italy. The preparations for the
coming Council are being rapidly Pproceeded
with.

Tuz “Biimisyu WHIG® oN THE Ray-
pAGE.— We know not what to think of our old,
and much respected Kingston friend. Some
simple remarks of our’s, explanatory of our rea-
sops for ot inserting a captious criticism of Lord
Cecil’s preachiags, and,in winch we asserted his
right to preach, If be so pleased, without baving
-undergone any previovs term of Protestant or—
dwation, are by our contemporary roostrued into
an 1osult : and bereupon be flies at us 10 the most
savage manner imaginable—demeaning mselt
more hke a2 red skinned, paint bedizened, scalp-
ing Indian, than a respectable British Whig,
clad in the most unexceptionable broad cloth,
and netber hmbs decently ensconced within the
bifurcated garment. [Here s the style in which
our friend assails us for our ncocent remarks :—

Tux Apuse o5 THE Trog Wirsess —It i3 quite evi-
dent if Oatholicity bad once more tempnral power in
Prutegtan® Oountries, that that powe: wounld beex
ercised very artbitralily. In Canada where all re-
ligions are upon a happy €qumlity, itis with the
greatest difficnlty, that Roman Oatbslic jsurnsls be-
bave with d2tency to their fellow conatrymen of other
faitbs. While no Protestant ocwspaper bo it re-
ligioua or secular, ever uttrra ooe word of insult or
sreer st Catbolicaty, it is not the case with the Truoe
Witness, et hoe geaus omue.

The exciting cause of this fierce diatribe 13
this: - Thst we contended that, on Protestant
priociples, Lerd Cecil, or any other cfficer in
Her Majesty’s Service, whetber commissiosed or
son-commissioned, whether a ¢ light” or 2
¢ heavy,” was every whit as much a priest, as
much entitled to preach, and to maister ia things
sacred, as if he bad had wnposed on bim the
haods of the entire Bench of Protestant Bisbops.
Ths is the very head and front of our oftending.

But wheren we ask the Bruisk Whig  all
seriouspess, is there in this any offence atall?
or any Abuse of either Protestants, or Protest
antism 7 The zeal of the Whig bas betrayed
bim into an ndiscretion, and made him assume,
not ooly an untenable, but a very anti-Protest.

quote the words of the latter, as given by fhe
intensely Protestant historsan ~ Merle D'Auv-
bigee :—

¢ Al Chrislians beloog to the spiritaal state: and
tbere is no other @ H-rence botween them than that
of the functions which they discharge, We huve all
one baptiam, oge faith, apd it ia this which conati-
tutes the gpiritua]l mss The ubction the tansare,
ordioation, cocercration by the bishop or the pepe
msay make & hypocrite, but never a spiritus! mso.
We are al! alike conaecrated priests by baptism a8
St Peter saya—* Yo 8re priesta and Kings’”

And again, 33 if to erforce more strongly the
proposition that, per se, ordination, or the laying
oo of hands confers no especial spiritual powers,
rights, or privileges, Luther again says;—

" Hence it follows that Jaity and prieste, prioces
and bishops, or as they eay, the clergy and tbe Iaity,
have iz reality nothiog ta digtingaish them, but their
functiona"—Mind : not " powers" but * functzons.”

We might multiply our proofs ad infinttum ;
‘but we have adduced sufficient to estabhish our
thesis : That the propositico that ordioation,or the
laying on of hands, whether epucopal hards, or
tbe bands of presbyters, of itself confers no pow-
ers, privileges, or special priestly character, Was
a fupdamental axiom of the Protestant Reforma-
tion: and the British Whig caonot contest it
without prooounciag asathema upon his spiritual
fathers.

But if he admit the truth of the principle as
lard down by Luther—and here 1s the other born
of the dilemma oo which we propose to impale
him, should he dadge the first—bhe must with us
admit that every officer in Her Majgesty’s Ser-
vice, (being a baptised Christian of course)—
whetber commssioned or non-commissioned,
whelher a  light” or a * heavy,” is thereby just
as much a priest, just as much enhtled to mmnis
ter 1o thiogs spiritual, 25 3f be bad had laid oo
his head the bands of the entire Bench of Pro
testant Buishops. It is the function, Ze. the
preaching, the ministering—not the ordmation, °r
laying on of hauds, that, according to the Pro-
testant theory,alone distioguishes the clergy from
the laity : and, according to anotber Drotestant
theory, every map who feels that be has a ¢culi”
to exercise these functiops—aand of the realuy
of that *¢ call,”’ no one save he who professes ta
have received it can be o jodge—has the right
and is bound to exercise them. His *cali” is
direct from God, and so also 12 s right 1o preach.

ant position.

For mark what the WWhig’s exceptions to our
remarks imply: —That the laying on of hands!
by the Beach of Protestaot Bishops does of it-
self confer some special sacerdotal or priestly
character, does convey some particular or super-
matural spivitual privilege to munister 1o things
sacred, and to preach the Gospel. This we con-
tend is the only logical inference that can be
drawn from the indignant language of the Whag.

But this imphed propositior, not culy brands
as vnauthorised intruders within the sacred pre-
ciocts of the sacerdotal order, a/¢ noa-episcopally
ordained clergymen: but it is directly opposed
to one of the great pruciples of Protestantism
uself, as laid dowa by the greatest champions of
the Protestant Faith, and as beld by the entire
Protestant commumty of the present day, with
the exception indeed, of a small party, within the
Protestant Cburch ot Enogland, and the other
Protestant sects in communion therewith., It s
pot so much the True WITNESS, as Luther, as
the Protestant Faith itself, that the Brish
Whig condemas i its i} advised denunciation of
our bumble selves.

It is, we say, a fundamental axiam with Pro-
testants, with the trifling exceplion that we have
above ipdicated, that in the Christian Church,
there is oo sacerdotal or priestly order whatso-

ever:* that ibere 13 no distinction betwixt
clergy and laity : but that 2/{ Christian believers

are alike members of 2 umversal priesthood ; and
that the introduciion of a distinction of orders
was due to the growih aud development of a
Judaizing or Petrine element in the community,
which in time overshadowed the more free Pau-
line element. All Christians were origmally,
according to the evangelical view, equally wem-
bers of the clevical ordo—a * Rleros tow theou 2"
all believers therefore had an equal divine right
to minister to one another in thiogs sacred ; and
according to this theory, ordination, or the Jaying
on of hands, whetber of presbyters or of bisbops,
conferred no special powers. Ths was, we as-
sert, and is, a fundamental axiom of Protestant-
ism, which 11 its essence, was as much ap anti-
sacerdotal protest, as a protest agaist any par-
ticular form of doctrine. Tn asserting for every
man the right of private judgment, Protestant~
1sm protests agaist all divioe authority, mediate

mao can 937, * 1 have a divine commission”—
mediate or immediate, it matters Lot—* to teach
and to mumster in thogs sacred,’ there also the
obligation to listen, to learn, and to accept Lhose
ministrations, must be predicated.

Now the Bratish Whag, avé we respectfully
invite lus attention to this dilemma, cannot con-
test the truth of this fundamental axiom of Pro-
testantism, * that m the Christran community
and amongst Christian believers there is no dif-
refence of pozoers betwixt clergy and laity,” with.
out condemning the fathers of the Protestant
Relormation, and notably Luther himself, We

tom of violent political fever, for which the only

* This I3 a0 doubt strietly troe of (he Protestant
Oharch.

or immediate, to teach: for of course when a

teach, an4d mnister in thingssacred. The laymng
on of hands, the putting on of the customary suit
of soleran black, the swathing of the throat with
the traditional white choker, the windy suspira

tions of forced breath, and the dejected haviour
of the visage—as Hamlet bath it—together with
all forms, or modes, or shows of sacerdotalism,
are but the outward and viable signs of the in-
ward and spiritval call, are but the trappings of
sanctity, and of themselves are neither proofs,
por chansels of grace. Thisis the Protestant
theory : and as we fully admit that Protestants
are, 1o respect of matters Protestant, and as to
the 1o value of Protestant ordinations,competent
witnesses, we see not why the Britush Whig
should fall foul of us sumply for reiterating un-
doubted Protestant doctrige. Tf thia doctrine
be true, every baptised Christian, whether a sol-
dier or a civilian, whetber a commissioned or a
non-commissioned officer, whetber a light in-
fantry man, or a heavy dragoon,is as much a
priest, as much a muaister of the Gospel, as if be
had bad imposed op him the hands of the entire
Bench of Protestant Bishops. 1f the British
Whig deny this—he 15 a bad Protestant,

‘Whkat then does Anglican ordisation convey ?
what privileges does it confer upon the recipient 7
[t conveys the lsgal right to bold a benifice
within the Church as By Law Established: it
coafers an importaot civil status—and o more.
It is a quast certificate tbat the recipient 15 a
person legally competent to have the cure of
souls ; but it no more confers, ot by Protestants
1s supposed to confer, that spiritual competency,
than a Diploma to a medical student confers, or
is supposed to confer, the competency or power
to heal bodily disease. Now Lord Ceecil lays
no claims to the endowmen!s, or to the peculiar
status of a duly licensed practitioner : be has no
episcopal diploma to shoe: and any cures that
be may effect are very irregular indeed. In this
sense, but in no other, do we admit hus inferiority
to his fellow Christians on whom Protestaat
episcopal bands bave been laid: but in so far as
Lis spiritwal status is concerned, be is yust as good
a priest as 18 the Protestant Archbishop of Can:
terbury, and bis munstrations are as profitable to
the soul as are those of any regularly ordained
clergyman of the Anglican Protestant Chorch.
This we reiterate s but we disclaim any tention
of saying aojthing disrespectful of a hody of gen-
tleman who, as a rule, are conspicuous for their
patural virtees, their scholarlike attainments, and
ther faithful performance of all the dutics of
good cihizens.

PRoTESTANTISM 1IN Spaw¥, — The Times
hopes, but with trembliog. What strange mon-
ster the Relormation either in Spawm or Italy
may give bith to, it koows unot; but that the
ting brougbt forth will bear no resemblance
to Eoglish Protestantism, it is well assured of.—
It says:—

' We venture to pxpress an earnest hope that so
good B work may not he marr?d by ill-advised efforts

of missionary propagacdiem No peaple are aojealous
of foreign interference us the Spanisrds, and nothing

wonld be so likely to check the religious movement.
now in ptogress as an fncuision of Scriptare readers
aod colporf.urs, especislly fooma Gibraliar, srmed
with Bibles and Protestant teacts. Cur Eaglieh foram
of Bible-ra'igion is, we believe, the purest existiog
type of Dhristianity, just s the British Qonstitolion
ig, we believe, the most peifect model of representa-
tive goveroment ; but it is qaite certain that neitber
iz adapted, in all reapects, to all vurieties of natinnal
character. If Romsnism is destined to fill in Tealy
and Spain, there is no reason to supposs that Eog
lish Protestantizm ig degtined to succeed it.”

This 13 very charactenistic of that spuit of
prapagandism which pervades the Protestant
Misstonary world. Any © work” that makes Ca
tholics (o discard their faith 18 ' good woik,” ne
maiter what its other consequences; though
grossest infidelity, or foul idolatry be the resuly
it 13 % good,” so that Romanism be destroyed.

True—the form of Protestantism that m Italy
and Spaia will succeed Romanism, will bear no
resemblance to Eaghsh Prolestantism, which
according to the Z%mes is the purest existing
type of Cbristianity. = Tt will 9ear no resemblance
therefore to that which the Tmes regards s
teuth : nevertheless the work is a * good work”
whic prepares the wag, not for Eaglish Bible
religiog, but a form of relizion which will bear
no resembiance to it. The Temes moreover
warmly deprecates the attemts to spread Koglish
Protestantism in Spamm. The attempt it sees,
must fai, and might probably, so jealous are the
Spaviards of other nations, entail the failure of
all Protestantism, considered as the rejection or
denial of all that the Catholic Church believes
and teaches:—

« At all events.” adda the Times, '* the attempt to
gpread English Protestsntism by the direct agency
of Misgions is eminently liible to defeat its obj=ct. —
Even in Itslacd it has met with 8 very donbiful snc-

cesd : in Spaio its failare wounld pe almost inevitsble,
and might be very disastrous.”

The Times puts its trust jo the corruption of
tke human heart, w 118 natural proneness to evil
and 1o the lusts of the flesh—which, after all, are
the most powerful adversaries of Romaniem, the
real agents in the great Reformation now in
progress in the Spanish and Ttahan Peninsulas.
Bible readers, Tract distributors, ef hoc genus
ommne, do but provoke the contempt and the 1li
will of these Spanish and italian Protestants :
their national pride revolts at the idea ol accept-
isg such fellows as those whom Exeter Hall
sends forth to them, as teachers, and apostles ;
aud though there be many amongst them well
disposed towards Protestaotism, it is to a Pro—
testantism after their own hearts, snd which shall
make them free, not only from the superstitions
of Rome, but from the galling fetters of morality.
Herein lies the entire secret of tne modern Re-
formation 1n Spain and Italy.

To CoRRESPONDENTS.— We have received
two other commuaications on tbe subject of the
Procession of the Blessed Sacrament: hut as
we think—with all due respect to our corres-
pondents—that no good won!d result from coa-
tinumg the discussion, we declime publishing
them, We do not suppose that the TRUE
Wirness will, at this time of dav, be suspected
of liberalism, and, lherefore, we may express our
opinton to the effect taat the best way for Ca-
tholics to win respeet for their rights 13, when in
the majority, to mamfest 2 scrupulous respect for
the legal nights ot their Protestant fellow sub
jects: and that the surest way to provoke insult
is to exact too much, or to presume upon the
power of numbers. Numbers confer no rights,
it should te remembered, on the majority : and
a minority, bowever, small, loses none of s
rights because of its numerical weaknes:.

When a principte 13 at stake, Catholics cacnot
approve themselves too rigid; but in all otber
circumstances, tteir policy, especially when 1 a
majority, should be a policy of conciliation, as
tbat best becoming the disciples of Christ ; and
when they are too prompt to take offence they
may well fear that the spirit of the Holy Oae is
not n them. And Catholics in Lower Capada
should bear this 13 mind : that though in a mi-
jority here, they are 1n a mioority in other parts
of the Province ; and that they should therefore
be careflul not to say or do anything here that
might provoke to the bad trealmeat of their co-
religionists im Upper Canada~

The Benediction of the Corner Stone of a
new Catbolic Church, Almonte, Oat., will take
place on the 29th nst,, St. Peter aud St. Paul’s
Day, at 2 o’clock » M. s Lordship the Rishop
of Ottawa 15 expected 1o be present, ani the
Rev, John O'Brien, of Brockville, will preach
cn the occasion.

Itis generally reported that the Rev. Mr.
M‘Mahoo, now 10 the Penitentiary for baving
been present with the filibusters of June, {866
when they made thewr raid upon Upper Canada’
will be released immediately after the proroga-
tion of the Legislature.  We hope that this may
be true!

St. Patrick's Sociery's Annvar Pic-
Nic.—We beg to call the attention of our
readers and the public in general to the St.
Patrick’s Society’s Anoual Pic-Nie, to be beld,
on Dominion Day, on 8t, Joseph’s Island, op-
posite Boucherville. ’

The Society could not have made a betfer
choice in the- selection of a plice for therr

Pic-Nic. St. Joseph’s Island isa ConVenie p
distaoce from the city, and just sufficiemly far (4
make the trip by water pleasaat without heing
tiresome. The Commitiee of Management, w,
zre wformed, are eparing no pains or expepge
to make the cccasion an agreeable ope. They
have engaged a live of steamboats to ply pe.
tween the St. Joseph’s Island and the city, at
such mtervals as to allow persons an opportunity
of going or returning at any time they ray thygy
proper.

The object of the Scciety’s Pic-Nic 35 4
‘charitable one — to aid the poor and friendless
immigrants visiting our shores, and to releve (4,
wantg of the tco many poor persons now readiog
amoonpst ns.

It is oot necessary to state that a vast amoury
of suffering was rehieved by the St. Patrick’
Society during the past winter and spring ; apg
we frust that our fellow citizens of other natiog.
alities will take advantage of the present occa.
sion to declare thewr approval of the 3t. Patrick
Society’s philantbropic conduct fowards they
aflicted fellow-countrymen.— Com.

Viera Maria.— At the kind ovitatiog of
the benevolent Sister St. Ursula, Superior of
the ¢ Ladies of the Congregation” in Canada, |
bad the pleasure, recently, of paying a short yisi
to their excellent educational establishment a¢
Villa Maria, or, as it 1s sometimes called, the

.1 Maaklands.

The better to appreciate the picturesque
scenery, and to iuhale a little fresh aw afier
weeks of suffocation from the clouds of dust of
our thoroughfares, T took a samewhat circuiious
route arouad the mountamn.  After a brisk dniv,
of about fiftees minttes, we reached the watering
place. The driver; a very genial map, let me
say, en passant, drew up that his steed might
slake his thirst in the hmpid waters that gushed
forth from the weatber-beaten crags. To my
susprise the noble ammal refused to taste the
tempting liquid.  The driser facetiously re-
marked that perhaps the inscriptiocn—Q, K. Bit-
fers—plastered along the faciog of the rock, was
the cause of bis abstaining, as the horse-family
do not, generally speaking, indulge in such be-
verages, DBe that as it may, be seemed qure de-
termined not to drink, and, at the signal of his
master, was off again wih the feetness of the
wind. A few moments wore brovght us to a beay-
nful plateau knowo as © Cote des Neiges.”
Haviag, st length, arrived at the grounds belong-
ing to the Convent, the driver very ingemous'.y
shortened the distzoce at least a mile by travers-
g a little forest.  This circumstance delighted
nie most soverergrly. As we oeared the 1astity-
tion the scenery became more acd more ep-
chanticg. Oa one band may be seen a beautiful
expanse of crystal waters—another Lake Como
in minature—~ with six or eignt tiny barks silently
sleeping on 1s plassy susface, which hare been
burt, no dnubt, 10at the Fovored wmates of the
Coovent may winle away 0 a most healihy man
ner the pleastog hours of recreation.

Forth from this lake 1ssues a mormuring stream~
let which strays away and loses itself in the
forest; thus the lske making a delightlul toter-
change, its mild waves bathing the woods and
they, 1n turp, o’ershadowing the waves, On
the other hand wocatainous peaks rear their
beads like so many giants standing to sentipel
this'almost fary land. Aloft may be seen the
pioe, the ash, and the warrior o2k, with apchor
cast in the rifted rocks, where they have braved
the storms of ages.

The Convent occupies a conspicunus position
amidst all this patural grandewr, and commands
an extepsive view of the surrounding conntry.

In contemplating all those beauts, the fary
lake, the gigantic mouatains, the vast Jawns ex-
tending like sheets of vivul green, the clumps of
shady trees, heaping up piles of tohage, and lis-
teniog to the gurgling of the streamlet, the
carolling of the feathered tribe minghing with the
soft strains of the Harp, the guitar, and the
piano frem within, one- would be ioclined to ask
it this is oot the spot which the deep thought,
ever bubbling, richly-worded tender Tennysoo,
Englaod’s Laureate, chose for the residence of
the ¢ Princess” in bis % medley.”

On entering the drawing-room | was kindly re-
ceived by the Directress, Sister Nativity. After
a short conversation she conducted me through
the class-rooms, library, refectory, dormitory,
chapel, &,

As we traversed the music-rcoms it was
pleasant to witness the devoted disciples of the
melodiovs muses busy at their tasks—some draw-
g forth magic straius from the dulcet chords of
the venerated wstrument bequeathed by the de-

scendants of the royal Prophet, to the Bards of
Erig, while others were discoursing different
hively ¢ morceaux™ on the piaqos.

While visiting 1he divers aparlments the Rev.
Superioress, informed me that the buildiog 18
wholly 1nadequate to accommodate the numbers
that apply for admittance. A pew w:ng is
therefore, being added which will contain o
chapel and half a dozen of class.-rooms. The
work 1 advanciog rapidly ; and, that every thing
way be 1n readiness for the.re-opening, mill close
on the 30th wmst., on which day I predict a real
intellectual treat for all who shall bave the good
{ortune to be invited,

A FREND OF Yomu..



