'  nprmg up, and while the number otf i
. 'Protestant.Olixistians becnmn more, nu-‘.

. TaerQRN, the number of sects multipliadr'
ag_pordlnglx, until to-dsy we mxght say
- that each individual is-a sect in himself,
ng two. sgreeing upon 8oy ome. fu.ndq
meytel dogms, And in acoardance. e,
the, diviaiona: n.ugmented the denomlnl.-
llogl drifted farther and farther away
from:- the original Protestantism, until
‘they have 80 - protested and inter-pro-

teated againet emoh . other, that
not & single vestige i today
laft of the first dootrines preach.

ed by the authors of the Reforma-
tion. Let us take the words of Hallam,
_the Proteatant historian. In his “Liter
ature of Europe,” he says : “The prodi-
gious inorease of the Protestant party in
.Europe, after the middle of the sixteenth
- contury, ¢id not oontinne more than a
few yoears. It was checked and fell back,
not: quite so rapidly or completely as it
came on, but s0 aa to leave the antagon-
ist charoh in perfect security.” Listen
now {0 Macaulay: “Wae think it a most
remazkable fact, that no Christian nation,
which did not adopt the prinoiplesof the
‘Reformation before the end of the six-
teenth century, should ever have adopted
them, QOatholic communities have, since
that time, become infldel and become
Catholie again ; but none has become
Protestant,” Lecky says: “During the
laat century of the many hundreds of
great thinkers and writers, in every de-
partment, who have separated from the
teachings and practices of Catholicism,
‘it would be difficult to name three men
of real eminence, and unquestionable
sinoerity who have attached themselves
permanently to any of the more conser-
vative forms of Protestantism. Amid
all those great semi-religious revolutions
whioch have unhinged the faith of thous-
anda, and have 2o profoundedly altered
the relations of Catholioism and sosisty,
Protestant churches have made no ad-
‘vanoe and have exercised no perceptible
influence ™ The same historian, in ano-
ther plaoce, says : “*Of all the innumerable
foxrms into which the spirit of dogma-
tism orystallised after the Reformation,
not one seems to have retained the
power of attracting those beyond its bor-
der, Whatever i3 lost by Oatholiciam is
geined by Rationaliam ; wherever the
apirit of Rationalism reoedes, the spirit of
Qatholiclsm advances.”

But ag fax as Protestantizm is conoern-
od it haa ne fixed principles ; it is with-
out an anchor. It is not aggressive ; or
4l it attempts to be aggressive {t has no
power to affect *{ta purpose, because its
own ranks are divided, and it has no ge-
neral to command—no central authority
to guide. It has no conservative vitality;
_n in self-destructive in every move. Look.
ing from a bigh plane of observation up-
on the world before us, contemplating
timo by ocenturies and apace by conti.
ngnts. what do we behold? “A seceding
host which, at the very moment of
lohxsm, broke into innumerable divis
ions.” We asee Protestantism as it really
is,{a hoat of sects multxplymg daily—yes,
hourly. - We peroeive these divisions
olashing with each other, sorambling in
all directions after fragments of truth.
Nowhere do we see one Faith ; nowhers
in there any acknowledged or universal-
ly qooepted suthority ; nowhere is there
union of principles. There they axe
sweyed and governed by the whim oﬁ
ciroumstances. To wae the words of Dr,
Stgne: “So far as such & body has any.
like the ooncursus afomerum of the old
philogophers; it is &n_amorphous ‘con-

.glomerats, which needs but the ha.mmer
: o! norne grest oriais to shatter it into in-
mndnsl puuolu.” :

Another evidenge of the fulu:e of
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atruggling: poople, the poor, the lowly.
Itis a religion of caste, and- s such it

Churoh of Christ is bound to fulfil.

In the next place & sign of the failure
of Protestantism is apparent in the dread
that its Jeaders, its thinkers, ite writers
seem to have rlways entertained. They
appear to have had a fear of some terri-
ble catastrophe that the Churoh of Rome
has been prepating for them.
hold Catholioity in awe and horzor; and
they mesk every imasaginable means
whereby injury oan be done to the one-
only Church that they universally op-
poie. Think over this queation, dear
reader : Did you ever know a Oatholio
who “ worried ” about kia Church, who
was despondent for the purity of the
Faith, who looked forward with appre-
hension to “ the next Ocnvention,” who
went about his work in a feverish ex-.
citement, as if his Church needed his
championship ? - Did you ever hear of &
QOatholic who, in the hour of persecu-
tion, in the bitterest moment of the
Church’s troubles, on the oocasion of vhe
death of & Pope, or when victorious ar
mies were driving a Sove:eign Pontiff
into exile, was heard to express & doubt
as to-the atahility and perpetuity of his
Church? The last thought that ever
enters a Catholic mind is one of dread.
The mere idea of the possibility of the
Church perishing never yet fashed
through a Catholio brain.

Again, Protestantism bhaa failed most
deplorably in its mission work. Buton
this subject we will speak later on. To
conolude for this issue, we may aay that
the spasmodic outburst called the Bef-
ormation has long sinoe aquandered all
ita strength, and is merely existing upon
the memory of achievements and ocon-
queets that are over forever. One hund-
red years hence the world will see the
same Catholic Church; but FProteastant-
ism will be & mere jumple of unintelli-
gible creeds, growing wesker and weak-
er aa the end approaches.

WP ————
THR FLESH V8. THE CHURCH.

Recently we wrote an editorial on the
very oomprehensive subjeot of the World
versue the Church, in which we pointed
out the antegonism that has ever exist
ed between the powers of the world and
the powers of Divine Truth that abide
in the Church of Christ. We indicated
the uncompromising attitude of, the
Church towards the infidelity, the irre-
ligion, the wickednees of the age,) also
did we refer to the sole point upon which
the numerous denominstions of Chris-
tisnity are united—-that of opposition
to the Catholio Church. Not only is the
world at perpetual war with the most
sacred inatitution of the ages, but the
Flesh is equally her dea.dly antagoniat,
Before referring to the third and most
important gnemy of the Faith, namely,
the Devil, we wish to show that his
aze Jright and left bowers—the World and
the Flesh—are being constantly arrayed,

with all'their imps, against Qatholicity,
We do notsay Chrislianily ; we say Catho-
liotty, a.nd our resson for such s distino-
tion wo refer our readers to the article
of the week before lnst upon -the World
veraus the Ohuzch. ‘

As an‘ illustration of this unending
and uncompromising ut:ugzla between
tho serpent of immonility and the pure

‘Proteatintism i the fact that it hes

spixit of the Church, we need but point

, to the u
A Salvation: -Army: d{nn r-;p mmnon uv-
“fow. hrindred Into the ranks, bu.to thox gze.f
-under tha.apell of & Bensa--

its own intestine dlvmons s but th;tv

church is for - the ‘wealthy, not for the |e

cannot perform. the mission which the-

They |

1 Ezposition of the Ten Commandments

qwﬂly n,dmimd hot. tm 10 &
Oatholic oggntumad Pmtgatsnt in-oxder| o,

eoaorm s’ morals snd: lmlabﬁtei
Tife, ‘Po qg.o the worda of James Ken
Btone, we i} u}; tho mntt.e:in. & more].
nndqnmble shape: - ""No Emtqgunt ever|
becamme, a Catholic in order tothrow offf
zestﬂ on ‘gnd indulge hmpmxons. The

. tha Catholic Ghuxoh is & nys-
tem of resteaints ; the sinner is hedged
sbout by heron ‘every llde, and if his
heart be not nght her yoke is galling.”

Erasmus, during the early progress of
the Reformation, wrote: “It scems as if
the Reformation simed at nothing more
than to strip a few monks of their habits
and to marry a puroel of priests; and
this great tragedy terminates at last in
& conclusion that is entirely comical,
sinoe, just like comenies, all ends i in mar
riage.” One more quotation from the
first-mentioned author: “I have been
ssking for an explanation -of the fact
that the Church has a0 long withstood
the assaults upon her; if I am requested
in turn to furnish an intelligible reason
why mankind should cherieh against her
such undying animosity, here is & suffi.
oient amswer: The Oatholic Chuzch
wages oenseless warfare ageinst the lust
of the flesh.”

There is our contention set forth in &
fow words ; there is the seoret of the
great widespread hatred felt by all ount-
side her pale for the Catholic Churoh.
She is at war with the Warld, and st
war with the Flesh, 8Side by side with
her dogmatio lowe we find her morsal
theology. This latter “is a department
of szored soience which in Protestantism
has no existence.” The late Cardinal
has noticed the faot that Andrew's

T

Taylor’s Ductor Dubitantium, and Baun-
derson’s Caest of Consciencs, are the
only attempts which the Anglican Church
has made to supply this vold in her theo-
logy; and that no three works have been
more completely forgotten. In the
Qatholic Church the works on mors)
theology would flll a vast library. As
this subjeot is one upon which we desire
to be most explicit, we are more anxious
to allow great writers and deep thinkers
to expreas theic views, than to merely
depend entirely upon our own limited
information.. We will, therefore, quote
the following from the ex-president of
Hobart College.

- Thus does that eminent convert speak]:

“The Protestant minister, in general,

vibrates between his study and his pulpit.
Hoe lives in his books. He preaches to
an ideal congregation, and knowa the
members of his flock only aa friends and
admirers, or as well-bred acquaintances,
Moral questions he looks at only in the
abatraot. He knows almost nothing of
the wantsand weaknesses of individual
souls ; and the deep festering corruption
of human nature is something which
be would gladly cover up and forget.
Ferhaps his only acquaintance with the
great moral theologians is through the
unclean medium of such works as Ls
Confegseur (or we might add Ohunquy’s
rotten abomination—Zhe Prieat, the
Woman and the Confastional). Or, if he
bas not read for bimaelf, he has done g0,
not only with prejudice, but without
appreciating the design of his anthon,
and therefore without the key to their
meaning. He is perplexed by the
minuteness of detail which he is com-
pelled to follow ; and he is almost angry
at finding the wounds of the soul laid
bare as hy acalpel He forgets that
these words were ‘not for the Prea.ohet,
but for the Oonfossor, be forgeh that
‘gin oonaintu in the thoughtn of ‘the
heul.’ it never ocours to him that the |
u-ue physlcmn, if hecould preacnbe fm-

pstients, must both knew them and un-

-ed"'@

[ temptiug,
‘axoe, t0 show. how qnbggd

‘the most ‘reliable of sources,
‘back then to our authot, he writea aa

fid their-maladios ; and ho comes -
totl ehjl\nnty Q0] olusion ﬂut Catholic

g;luta migt be men of guhtle sad even
moinds? P2
me di\ﬁn{wz

In uno&he: place the Ba j
tonuhes morg. clong}z. upon
the. lgbjegt in hund We hsvg‘man “at-
h. ou: on Div-
gqg Ghurch
hu qvq: been where thg-e 8 %n,gglgn of
morl.ls, even a8 when l:hqre qugtion
of dogma Wa d_wre now to ahqw, be-
yond all power of contmdxohon, that
the future salvation of the human
raco—gocially, morally, and religionsly—
depends upun’ the same unchanging and
uncompromising Church. For the bet-
ter attammg the object we have in view
we are anxious to fortify our position
with the best of material drn.wn from
‘To come

follows : “ It will hardly be denied that
the tone of publxe morality is very low,
and that there is even cause fox grave

 apprehension in the lawlessness sand

flerce  incontinence which sbound on
every hand. For myself,luomehmen
shudder lest sins which rival those of
Sodom should call down upou our aation
some si-oke of Divine véDgeance. )
then, we were asked to name thoza evila
which have made the most fearful in-
roads among us, 80 88 already to extort
& warning ory, we should probably men-
tion these two: the oontempt of the
marriage tie, and that other crime which
might well be- called (perheps has al-

ready been called) the murder of the in-
nocents. Now, I have no hesitation in
expressing my belief that the prevalence
of these grest sins is direotly traceable
to the fact that Protestantism has
abolished and trampled upon'two of the
Sacraments of Christ’s Holy Charch—
the sacrament of Matrimony, and the
saorament of Penance.”

As to tha former of these sacraments
we have already written aeveral articles
upon its sanctity and its violation, the
causes and the effects of both, whether
under the heading *“The Lecline of Mar-
riage” or that of “Divorce.” If our resd-
ers desire to learn how the Continental
Reformers regarded the Sacrament of
Matrimony, let them read Luther's aer-
mon on Marriage (if they can do so with-
out & blush); or better still, the dogmati-
oal judgment of Lut.her, Melancthon and
Bucer, giving permission to the inconti-
nent Landgrave of Heess to commit
bigamy, pure and simple. The precious
document is to be found full set forth in
Bossuet’s sixth beok of the Variations.
No grander testimony than the words of
Clement VII., when refusing to sanction
the lawless divorce of Henry VIIL. ; the
Pontiff wrote that *the Church knows
not how toflatter the positions of princes
nor Approve their scandalous proceed-
inga.” It mattered not that the aoction
of ths Pope wag about to cut off from
the Church a whole nation and created
a deadly enemy to the Faith; ss
long 88 & prinoiple of sublime momhty
was at stake he did not for a moment
heutate to condemn that King of whom
Heyhn writes that he “never splu'ed
woman in hia lngt nor man in his snger.”
The inviolability of Marriage -had to be
maintained; and the Ohurch was true to
ita pure and moral prinoiples, leaving to
@od the future of those out off from her
communion.

“What Clement did regardmg Henry,
in the uuteenth century, was but the
same assertion of the supremacy of tho
Divine law over the rebellion of ninfnl
man, whlo'h had been made by Nxcholu
1. and Adm.n 1L against Lothaire in the

'nmth by U:bm IL.and Puoul 1.

againat. Philip of Fréncein the eloventh :
by Celestine IL. and Innocent IIX,
sgainet phxlip Auzulta, and by Glement




