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THE TRUE WITNESS AND

CATHOLIC CHRONICLE.

MU PORTANT DOCUMENT.——THE TEMPORALI-
IMEOTFiBS OF THE ESTABLISHMENT.
‘Thie"Evening Mail of Monday published the follow-
vine' document,. issued ‘for private circulation, and
A8 ed «.private/and confidential? :—
marked <¢-private and confidential™ :- o
* 4 pREPARATORY ' COMMITTEE OF THE FRIENDS OF RE-
ronnd gt LIGIOUS EQUALITY. o
¢« Committee Rooms, 45, Lower Sackville-street
. 0" ! Dublih, Sept. 15th, 1852. :

« This committee having been appointed ata meet-
ine held in this city on the 10th instant, to consult with
! sands of. religious equality in Ireland and Great
the friends.o 2 e and well-considered
Britain, in order.to come fo a safe and well-considere
conclusion as to the manner in which the questions
affecting this great principle shall be treated in the
next session of parliament, and to report thereon to a
conference, to be summoned at such time and place
a3 the ‘committee shall determine, we _respectfull_y
enbmit to your perusal the following topies of consi-
deration, onI\w{hlch we request your opinion, sugges-

i advice-
msnzsl,ti:;ds been deemed advis_ahle that, at the present
important crisis of public affairs, the whole scope and
operation of the religious laws which separate the
people of this empire into hostile castes, aud which
tend to degrade large classes of British subjects be-
neath the level of their fellows, should be submitted
to the consideration of the legislature. Although some
of these Jaws may be found more mischievously ope-
rative than others, it appears to be a general opinion
that, as they are all parts of the same system, and
have an equal tendency to reproduce themselves, and
reappear at_intervals in more dangerous forms of or-

anisation, it is indispensable, for 2 right conception of
their great capabilities of evil, that they should be
brought under review at the some time, and with a
recard totheir mutual relations to each other.

% These laws, or operations of law, may be classed

heads :

“nseit.f?[?;e appropriation of the Ecc!_esiastiml reve-
1nues of the country—originally set aside for the reli-
gious instruction and cansolation of the people—to
purposes quite foreign to the spirit of that sacred trust.

+2, The penalties or prqlnblt.ans which _sull attach
10 the performance of ceitain spiritual funetions, or the
exercise of certain Ecclesiastical rights of order or
jurisdiction.. . o ) )

«3. The laws which still disqualify certain classes
ot her Majesty’s subjects, on acconnt of their religion,
from holding various honorable and important offices
in the state. .

«4, Those more hidden operations of government
which, by a certain connivanee between the legisla-
iive and the executive, between the wording and the
working of the law, pervert the best a_nd most b(_-:ne-
volent ipstitutions into instruments ol persecution;
drain the bitter cup of poverty of its one blessed drop
of comfort; and cheat even the gallant men who live
and die in the service of their couatry of all that ele-
vates life and consoles death. )

«The first, though perhaps not essentially the most
vicious, isthe largest of these elements of persecution ;
and as it sustains, and feeds, and fosters all the others,
may be regarded as the most importaut of them all
The iniquitous anomaly of the Church Establishment
of Ireland may be truly said tobe the cause of every
evil, and to stand in the way of every good in that
country ; and it would be superflaous to argue the con-
demnation of a system which has been alrcady de-
nounced by the voice of the whole civilised world.

« But although all friends of religious equality feel
1he necessity of immediate legislation upon that sub-

ject, the mode and scope of legislation -are by no
means evident or simple; and perhaps there i1s no
subject upon which there exists 50 wide a variety of
opinion among the fricnds of religious liberty them-
selves.

« The time has come, however, when we musi Jook
‘this great question fuirly in the face, and come before
the legislature not only with a just cause of complaing,
but with a well-considered proposition for redress.
Our complaint is that Jarge revenues, designed for the
rcligious uses of the great bulk of the people, lave
been diverted from the original parpuses of their trust,
-and applied to a purpose which is not, on the whole,
one of general benetit to the community. It may be
a question, therefore, whether before we can Lope to
abtain the consent of the legislature to another appro-
priation ot those revenues, we must not be prepared to
poimt out to what extent we think that appropriation
should be carried out, and in what way those revennes
may be most beneficially applied.

¢ Although no scheme of legislation which may be
proposed during the next session of patliament would be
likely 1o reconcile all these discordant opivions; and
although, even were such unanimity possible, it might
not be diseret to place any proposition before the warld
in any more accrediled shape than as the proposition
of the member who may introdace it to the House of

Commons ; it is, nevertheless, highly important that
any measure so proposed should not bt; one that, m.ils
casential leatures, might incur the decided reprobation
of those whose opposition would be fatal to its favor-
able discussion.

“ Some gentlemen are for the withdrawal of all pub-
lic funds from all religious bodies, for the appropria-
tion of the revenues of the Established Chureh, for the
repeal of the regium donom and the Maynooth grant,
forthe complete establishment of religious equality,
by the complete removal of religious endowment.
This arrangement, although it would find favor among
a large section of the friends of religious equality,
while it is Jiable to the charge of being almast as com-
plete an alienation of the Church revenues from the
ariginal purposes of their trust as the mede in which
they are now applied, leaves still open the whole
question of the application of the funds proposed to be
appropriated. ‘ ‘

“Itis an opinion very frequently advanced, that
these vevenues should be applied to the relief of the

oor; and this proposition is-supported by the well-

nown faet, that such application was one of the pur-
poses of their original trast. It is objected, on the
other hand, that this allocation would be a virtnal
iransfer of the funds to the owrers of property now
rated to the relief of the poor; and that, although a
part of the revenues in question were originally ap-
lied to the poor, it was a very different mode of re-
ief, and worked by a very different machinery from
that of the poor law. o
“ Others have urged their application to the relief
of county cess and other burthens upon land ; and it
as been objected on one side, and denied on the
other, that this proposition is liable to-the same. ob-
Jeclion as the Iast.
‘“The education of the people is another purpose
“Which has been very geneially advocated as more

analagous to the original trust, and not .open w the
same objections as the foregoing ; but, aiter the expe-
rience we have had of the purposes to which govern-
ment education‘may be' perverted, the dispositien of
£800,000 a yearin the hands of the government of
the day for gentral education, might be regarded by
many as 2 more dangerous engine of religious warfare
than any theipresent Church Establishment supplies.
¢ Another suggestion to be considered is the very
obvious-alternative of restoring the Ecclesiastical re-
venues 6f Irelaud to the purposes for which they were.
formerly allotted, the religious instruction and spiritual
uses-of the whole Irish people. It has been sug-
gested that the whole revenues of the Trish Church
Establishment, afler having been appropriated and
turned to account, should be divided among the three
great religions denominations inta which the lrish
people are divided, according to their respective num-
bers, wants, and circumstances ; and that these sums
having been thus allucated, absolutely, irrevocably,
and withont condition, tle “state should theneeforth
leave each denomination, as far as their lurther wants
are concerned, to the operation of the voluntary prinei-
ple, and to their own internal arrangements. ~ To this
proposition, however, simple and equitable it may ap-
ear, formidable difficalties have been suggested.—
Even if such a general arrangement were finally as-
sented to, the good [2ith of the government in carrying
it out might reasonably be questioned. Il is not pro-
bable thatthe present Establishment, although stripped
of a portion of its rappings, would be allowed 1o slip
altogether out of 1he harness of the state; and there
may be ground for apprehension that, in endowing
other denominations of ‘Christians with a portion of its
spoils, an attempt might be made 1o fasten upon them
a part of its subjection. 1t is clear, at all events, that
great caution is necessary in this matter; and that
eve(Iy step taken should be well and carefully consid-
ere

A final suggestion is,that as each benefice or bislop-
ric becomes vacant, the tithe rent-charse, Episcopal
palace, and revenue besold, and the proceeds invested
n the names of Cominissioners to be 2ppointed for
that purpose, the fund to be afterwards appropriated as
may be agreed upon. It has ‘been argued in suppost
of this proposition that the appropriatiou of these re-
venues could not be hastily decided on; and that by
eliminating from the controversy the chief elements
of discord, a greater amonunt of support would be pro-
cured for this first 2and most important part of the pro-
cess.

¢On the other ‘hand, it has been objected that this
propesition is blinking the whole question of 1he pur-
poses for which this propeity is held in trust; that it
deprives our case of the greater pait of its strengtl,
and leaves it apen 1o the charge, on the pait of its
opponents, of being & mere naked measare of spolia-
tion for no definite purpose assigned.

¢ We respectinlly request, therefore, that you will
give this first brauch of the subject your patient and
earnest consideration, and that yau will honor us with
your opinion, not only on the modes of dealing with
this question suggested by us, but zpon any others
that may have occurred to yoarself,

¢ With regard to the second head, inte which we
have divided the matier befere us, it has so recently
and so painfully engaged tbe attention of the legisla-
ture and the couritry, that any comment upon our pait
would be aliwgether superfluons § but we think it right
to request your opmion as to what course of action, in
reference to this subject, it would be advisable to pur-
sue doring the ensuing session.

«The third topic that we have adverted to appears
to be less susceptible of doubt or diffienlty than any of
the others; it is a palpable grievance, from which we
simply seek to be relieved ; but on this subject, also,
we shall fee} honored by any advice or suggestion
you may ofler.

¢ With regard to the fourth elcment of persecution
to which we have ventured to call your attention, we
conceive it to be oue of the deepest hoportance, and
one on which statistical informaiion is most required.
Secret and wide-spread in its operation ; stealthy and
yet daring in its mode of acticn ; at home and m the
colonies; in the camp and in the hospital ; in the
schoothouse and in the poorhouse ; from the orphan
pauper to the strang but {riendiless soldier and sailor;
all are equally subjceted to its sinister nnd subtle in-
fluence ; and it is therefore earuestly requested that
this commitlee may be furnished with every informa-
tion that you possess, tending to throw light upon the
operation o! this dark and dangerous agent of sectarian
injustice.

¢« Althouch we have thus ventured to divide the
subjeet into certain heads, and to suggest on each cer-
tain points of consideration, it is not intended to con-
fine your altention to these points exclusively. On the
contrary, we earnestly solicit your advice aud instrue-
tion ou all topics, facts, or circnmstances which yon
think will tend to fortify and assist us in bringing the
subject before the legislature and the world.

« And, as the duties ot this commitiee involve con-
siderable labor and responsibility ; and as no progress
can be made in the performance of those duties until
wa receive replies o our present cornmunication, we
hope we are uot unreasonable in requesting that any
instructions with which you may favor us may be
communicated, a!farthest, withina fortnight from this
date.

% Acting in obedience to its instructions, this com-
mitlee has named the 28th of October for holding a
conference of the friends of religions equality; and
we most earuest!y request your advice, influence, and
co-operation in our efforls to make the proceedings of
that conference not wholly unworthy of the great and
sacted principle, to the assertion of which the geuius,
the piety, and the sacrifice of ages have been devuted,
and which must be the foundation stone of all solid
peace and prosperity in this country. )

(¢ Signed, on hehalf of the Commitlee,)
“G. H. Maoorg, Chairman.”

Hopes are entertained of the ultimate recovery of
Michael Glyna (one of the Six-mile-bridge victims,)
who is now much betler than he had been. Greatcre-
dit is due to the Mayorof Limerick, and the other phy-
sieians of Barrington’s Hospital for the care and atlen-
tion beslowed upoa him. N . .

Greal inconvenience continties to exist in the manu-
tacturing districts in Ulster from the difficulty of procur-
ing an adequate supply of linen weavers. [t is hoped
by the manufacturers that the present high wages will
bring back weavers to the Joom at the termination of
the harvest. Emigration has greatly reduced the num-
ber of the handloom weavers in Ulster. :

The reliaving officers throughout several districts of
the west of Ireland have been greatly reduced in num-
ber, owing to the improvement condition of the country.

--EroreMENT Iv-TRE CoURTY GALway. A corres-
pondentof the Saunders writes—+¢ About three o’clack,
2. m., on Monday. morning, the inhabitants of the
village of Athenry wege disturbed by the sound of
carriage wheels driving:rapidly over the shingled road,
and halting at the hotel duor. ~ Presently a loud knock-
ing announced that the parties required admittance—
the waiter instanty obeyed the summons, and the oc-
cupants of the carriage were ushered in. Fifieen
minutes scarcely elapsed when a car drove up in hot
purstit, and it became known that Mr. , of
Castlebar, had eloped with a daughter of the lute
Captain , of the county Mayo. The car coutained
her brothers, who immediately demanded their sister,
which wasrefused. Pistols were called into requisition,
and were it not for the timely interference of M.
M<Cormack, Esq.,S. L., and a party of police, the
consequences might have been serious. The lady,
who is only eighieen yews of awe, and has a large
fortune in her ‘own right, relvsed to leave the partner
of her flight, however, shieat last consented, and so the
matter rests for the present. The youngeavalier having
lost his fair one, and beiug the worse for having taken
tov mueh of the ¢ native” to drown his sorrow, got
nto a row with the postmaster, who infliéted on him
a severe castigation,

Canricrrencyus Sant Mings. The advantages which
may be taken of the discovery at Dunerue, in both an
agricultural and vommereial point of view, are begin-
ning 1o attract a good deal of public attention. A ve-
ry considerable sam is annually expended in the
freight of refined salt from England, for the parpase of
manufacturing soda-ash, &e., therefrom, for our bleach
greens; and from experiments made recently by Mr.
Boyd, of the chiemical works, Bullymacarrett, it was
foun.” that soda-ash and salphate of soda ean be proda-
ced in as great perfection {rom the salt vock of the
Duncrue mine as from the best English refined salt—
the rock yielding about fifty per cent. of each substance.
— Northern Whig,

A man named John Smith pleaded guilty to incen-
diarism, in the hope of gelling, by transportation, a
free passage 1o Australiz, and thence make his way
to the gold diggings. Baron Martin disappuinted him
by giving him two years’ imprisonment.

Garway Frsuermss.—In the year 1849 there were
employed in oor lisheries 1,689 fishing vessels, manned
by 7,487 men and boys. Cur tishing marine, in men
and vessels, has been sadly reduced sinco then, Under
a proper system of management the samo fishing
advantages are offered now as herelofore. Galway
Bay, and near]y the whole coast ol Connemara (com-
prising 217 miles of Maratime boundaries), remain
now, as ever, excellent fishing grounds, producing
most of the kinds of the Uest {isli that are known on
the coasts of Ireland. We remet, however, that the
dilapidation of our ancient fishing villages ol the
Claddueh, and the puncity of new boats now constroct-
ed, give indications of the deeline of fishing operations.
About one hundred boats (tonnage of {rom three to
four tons each) left the Claddugh Pier yesterday to
fish in our Bay lor herrings, mackerel, and gurnet. All
the Claddagh boats that were ont last niglit secored a
lake larger than any captured this season; some
single boats took nearly 3,000 herrings.”— Gulway

Vindicaitor,

The Drogheda Argus gives the following instance of
the value of tenant right on Lord Massereene’s pro-
perty :—¢¢ This week -z woraan of the name of Mul-
doon, who hiolds 24 acres under Lord Massereene, at
Glasson, at 27s. 6d., without any lease set up her ten-
ant right, and obtained £145 for it ; and notwithstaud-
ing that, his Jordship’s generosity forgave all arrears
and ratified the tansfer in this as in similar cases
where they arise on his lordship’s estate.?”?

Evicrions 1y Garway.—The Gualway Mercury of
Saturday contains the jollowing :—¢ An eviction ou an
unusually large scale 100k place yesterday in the sob-
urb of Claddagh, on that portion of it whielh forms the
property of Lord Fitzgeraid and Vesei. Fearing resis-
tance, 100 rank and fileof the 9th Regiment, and be-
tween 30 and 40 of the constabulary, under Mr, Goold,
S.1.,accompanicd the Sheriil. No opposition,however,
on the part of the poor people was offered. Tossession
was taken of fourteen honses, the nnmbers of the
evicted being thirteen families, consisting of filly in-
dividuals. They were all admilled back as weekly
tenants.”?

Destruerive Fire iv BELFast.—On Monday morn-
ing, between six and seven o’clock, an alarming and
destructive [ire broke outin the warchouses and stores
in York-street and York-lane, belonging to Messrs.
Richardson, Brathers & Ca., and, before it was ex-
tinguished, we regret to say property to a considerable
extent was destroyed.  The Jirst indieation of the fire
was the appearance of a volume of smoke 1ssuing fiom
the premises ; and immediately ihe William street fire-
engine was sent for,and also the tive brigade, under Mr.
Cockburn, and, with the ntmost despately, the engines
arrived on the spot and commenced operations. By
this time the flames had burst out from the stores, in
which were alarge quanlity of fiax, flaxseed, cotton-
yarns, and muslins, aud exertions were made to ex-
tinguish the fire, but it had theu got so far a-head
that it became impossible to save the boildings. It
was then attempted 1o preveut it irom spreading to
that portion of the premises ocenpicd by Messrs Major,
Brothers, sewed muslin manufactnrers ; but in this the
fire brigade unfortunately failed, and, in a shoit time,
the whole building was enveloped iu flames. The
operations of the brigade were then direeted to the
salety of the adjeining dwelling-houses, and in pre-
veuting the fire from cowmunicating with them they
were completely successful. It did not transpire how
the fire originated. In the premises belonging to the
Messrs. Major, when the fire broke oat, the stock of
manufactured and nomanufaclared goods amounted to
the valuc of £7,000. We understand that the entire
property destroyed will be something under £10,000,
the whole of which we are happy to know was amply
covered by insurance.— Belfust Mercury.

Anotier Deato FroM GLANDERs.— During the past
week a respeclable farmer named James M*Carren, of
Tivnymarra, near Castleblaynay, lost his life through
this errible disease. The horse had a running at the
nose, which was thought little of by the owner who
had asore on lig thumnb, ithrongh which his system
became inceulated with the virus, and after 4 week’s
illness he died, in excruciating agony, trom glanders.
At fairs heartless ruflians traflic with impunity in the
sale of horses affected with glanders, and easily impose
on ignorant farmers. A veterinary inspection of the
horses exposed for sale in fairs or markets would do
much towards the protection of human life from a fright-
{ul distemper.—Ulster Gozelte.

. It is expected that the ridings of Tipperary are to be
formed into two distin¢t counties, having sheriffs for

ATTEMPTED SUICIDE BY THE WIFE OF A CLERGYMaN.
—On Sunday last Mrs, C., 'the wife of ‘a respectable
clergyman residing in the county of ‘Cavau, a few
miles north of the town of Bailieborough, whilst her.
husband was discharging hisclerical duties to his con-
gregation, procired a razor, and when laboring under u.
lemporary aberration of mind, inflicted ‘a frightful
wound with it on ber throat, savering ‘the windpipe
with a gash. The servant girl was attracted o the
apafiment in which the unfortwhate lady commiited
the act, by hearing a heavy fall on the floor, and an
entering it she found her ill-fated mistress quite insen-
sible, timmersed in -a pool of blood, and an open razor
besmeared with it, lying beside her and ‘a ghastly
wound on the neck. Although much frightened, she

‘retained sufficient presence of rhind to dispateh a mes-

senger 10 Bailieborough for medieal aid. But although
an eminent medical practitioner was promptly in at-
tendance, little or no hopes ara entertained of her re-
covery.  However she still survives. This tragical
oceurrence has ¢reated a great seusation in the locali-
ty, as buth Mrs. € and hier husband were much
beloved and esteemed in that neighborhood.— Dun-
dulle Democral.

Siuockive MuTtnation nv 4 Doc.—On yesterday
(Friday)a feracious dog, belonging to a pensiouer nam-
ed Nolaw, residing at Graigue, broke loose from a field
in which he was chained, and attacked three girls
numed Brophy, whose agesare six, eight, aud seven-
teen respectively. The youngest was frightfully man-
gled, and no Liopes are entertained of her recovery.—
‘The head, legs, and arms of the biher two were shock-
ingly laceraled, and a woman named Donoghue whe
attenipted to rescue them was sevicusly injured. “I'hie
timely arrival of the constabulary prevented their be-
ing torn to pieces. The poor sullerers were removed
tothe connty infirmary, where they remam in a pre-
carious condition.— Curfow Sentinel.

Dratit rnot Starvarion.—On Sunduy evening a
man named Michael Lynel, o mendicant was brought

to Barrington’s Hospital in a state of exhaustion for

want of food, and expired in an hour alter admission.
— Limerick Reporter.

The 3lst Regiment, at Fermay, have been strietly
confined to barracks since the late melancholy alfray.

Tue Wearner—ruz Crops—Suico.—The cereal
crops here are almost completely wathered in, and
very old farmers are of cpinion that they never hal
tliein better. The polato ¢rop, in suitable or old bro-
ken ground, is good, but in fresh leas it is deficient ;
on the whole, froin the greut breadth sown, a suflicient
supply may be expected. Turnips are not good.—
Shigo Champien.

Ganway.~The reaping aud harvestingof the grain
crops are rapidly progressing. The potato erop is
lolding 1its ground.” The disease is not progressingz.
The portion now safe will, it is thonght, continue so
for the season.— Tuam Hereld.

Limenicr.—The continnal finenéss of the weather
is cnabling the farmer to secare the harvest at very
little expense. 'The oat crop has been more than zu
average yield this season. ” The wheat has been but
partially put down ‘'this year, but whatever was pis
down is very good. Barley is & good average crop,
and promises to pay the tiller for his treuble and ex-
pense. ‘'the turnip, carrot, and mangold, crops are
uot so good as in the past season. The putato, 1 re-
gret 1o say, is a bad crop.  There is not the one-fourth
sonud.—Limerick Examiner.

Tirperany.—Never within the memory of man buas
the weather been more favorable for harvest operations
then during the present season. Wheat in almnost
every instance in safe in the stack yard, but oats, «
greater extent of which lias been sown this year than
on former occasions, is rather late.  We regret to learn
that the fatal potato disease is repotied to be extend-
ing in all parts of the conntry.— Nenagh Guurdian.

Mavo.—The cercal crops in this neighborhood Lave
been cut down and saved to a considerable extent;
but we fear that il the wet weuther which now pre-
vails shall continue much longer some serious injury
will be sustained by farmets.  From recent inguiries
we learn that the potato disease is not progressitig.—
Tyrewly Heruld.

UNITED STATES.

CouNTERFEITERS.— A connterfeiting establishment

on a prodigious seale, has been broken up by the po-
lice at Philudelphia. Plates of dozens of diffurent
banks were discovered.  Among them was one of the
late People’s Bank of Upper Canada, and one of an
imaginary Bauk of Lower Canada. The names of
the parties arrested are James Hewilt, and Charles
Stvart.  The fortner was an ofd offeader recently ont
of Siug Sing.
" Trian or Brsuor Doase.—The House of Bishops
ol the Protestant Xpiscopal Church met at Camden.
N. I., on Thursday, for the trial of Bishop Doane, of
New Jersey.  They adjourned to Burlington, the re-
sidence of the accused Bishop, for the conveniénee of
witnesses.  Bishop Hopkins, of Vermont, presides,
and Dr. Wainwright is Secretary. The sessions are
secret. The N. Y. Times tltis stales the pointsin-
volved :—The present Bishops in this case are Bishops
Meade of Virginia, Burgess of Maine, and Mellvane,
ot Olhio, The charges are that Rishop Doane has
becn intoxicated at his own table—that he has been
intoxicated on board the steamer from Trenton—and
that being nnable 1o iduce one of his Deacons 1o re-
new the endorsement of his notes, he dined with him,
induced him to drink freely of cider-brandy, and
when in a siate of intoxication secured the renewa)
of hisnote. This is the substance of the charges
made. We hear that the Deéacon implicated denies
the statement in the most explicit and emphatic man-
ner.—Rome Sentinel.

Rev. E. G. Wood, in the opening prayer of ser-
vices at Fairfield, Indianna, dfler praying for the ge-
neral government, prayed for the Governor of the
State, and thus for the Legislature: And the Lord
have mercy on our Legislature, Spare their jives
until they may be retirned to their homes, and then
put it into the hearts of the peuple to keep them there,
and return men of temperate habits and sentiments
who will do some good. ’

Amoiig the old worden who are now sitting in con-
véntion- at_Syracuse, on « Woman’s Riphte,”” the
Rev. Mrs. Palnrita appears to be the wair of the ring.
As a specimen of her logical wit, take the following
good bit:— Mrs. Palriita had preached the risen Sz~
viour fifteen years. A preacher had told her that
woman was the wickedest. Sha referred to it in her
next disconrsé. A rib taken from man was formed
into woman, dnd wag accepted as boné of his bone
and flesh of his flesh. 1f one rib was so wicked what
a mass of wickedness the whole must be? (Convul-

north and south, with distinat grand jury officers;

sions of langhter.)  «



