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"elieve in the Lord Jesus," and such like,
however scriptural suoh phrases may be, would
never we venture-to say, if left there, eause any
unregenerate seul to find the "light of life "-

-- Ere seoure foundation for a faith and peaza
L. H. DAVIDSON, D.C.L., MontaUA which ws tested every hour, of our lives, and

- AsoOMATE EDrro: - that can only grow in the heart of any man or
REV. EDWYN ,W. PENTREATH,BD,.WnnpegMan womaU by au increasing knowledge of the love

of,God as sbown in the Christ life aind teaching.

addwe. coresendenee and comm=ntemtons to We can hardly think that we lay ourselves
&710 Editor, W.o. no 504. Ezehmme te IP.O. - epen te the charge of doing away with the

ox lsees. rer Bsinem anou=mmte necessity of laying dny foundation in the first
°® " instance, for "other foundation can no man lay

than that in laid in Christ Jesus." We only
CALEND.AB FOR MARCH. question the practical power of the foundation.

in kind, that is toc frequently laid under the
ManRox 4th-3rd-Sunday in -Lent. name of "Gospel trutb."

* Ifth-4th Sunday in Lent. Let us look a littie (we eau do no more in
" 18th-5th Bunday in Lent. our limits) into the nature of that unique teach-
" 25th-6th Bunday in Lient.-Annuncia. ing which Christ was wont to give during bis

tion of Virgin &ary. public ministry of three years. We can only
" 26th-Nonday before Easter. take a few examples, which will ho sumdeient

" 2'th-Tuesday before Easter. for our purpose, placing those examples in con-
trast with the too vapid and barren discourses

28th-Wednesday before Easter. which are so often held up as "Gospel ser-
29th-Thursday before Easter. mons," '-Gospel truth 1"
8Oth-GooD FiaDAy. Pr. Pes. M. 22,40, In the first place it will be conceded that

54, 69, 88. Christ's teaching te Nicodemus underlies ail
"31st-.A.TE EVEN. that must be learned in the School of Christ,

and so the Divine teaching anticipated the en-
quiries of this " Raler of the Jews." This

iPRBACHINVG CHBRI1T"'-WFAT I8 IT f "Master in Israel," by d'rectly telling him ho'
must h '' born again; "-mark, Christ did not

Among many ha cknyed expressions to be say that birth was te come in an instant; not a
heard in our day of wide-spread preaching, sudden conversion, as some would have it,-
uttered by persons who would lay claim te be- bat He knew that this man, whatever else of

ing good judges of sermons written and spoken, knowledge ho was possessed, was yet ignorant
perbops thero are mone more frdquently used of the main spring of Christ's teaching, that

h he muat be born of the Spirit." gven though
and les comprehensively understood than the ho acknowledge Christas a " teacher come from
terme " Gospel sermon," "powerful Gospel." God." We need not dwell further on ibis
Were we te endeavour to draw'from snob per. truth but go on to present the contrasta we pre-
lsons a we all know-zealous hearers of ser- pose, which it is hoped will serve in some de-,

mens, which are no doubt listened to with pions gree te bring out the point under considera-
mo- ,tion.

feelings-the real significance Of Gospel teach- It will be profitable for those who are only
ing, we doubt if in nine cases out of ton, the toc apt te be satisfied with a one-sided, string
enquirers would get sncb answers as at all con- of little more than bigh-sounding religions
voys the true import oi Gospel sermons. The phrases, to observe the varions methods and

enthusiastio advocates of evangelistic lay. remarkable words Christ used in leadingigno-
preacing, mc general in the present day, are rant and simple men and women te know tbem-

selves on the one band, and to believe in
certainly more chargeable with this liability to Himself on the other, as " the way, the truth,
confine Gospel preaching to one idea, thon are and the life." In His own most blessed invita.
the regular hearers attached te a trained tion (Matt. xi. 26 and following verses), He

eot that we deem ail the latter does iot offer a bare invitation to corne to Him,
ministry; not ha e deemal th a but Be mbows what.it is to cone te Uim,-not
exempt frem a very general mistake, which is safety merely-but a learning from His spirit.
in a superficial mse of terms, and that, aiso, " Take my yoke upon yen and learn of Me for
in a way which may be very fairly termed I am meek and lowly in heart." This is what
"cant." we are te learn, and not saivation merely, if we

Now we must not be nderstood in the Out- take salvation in its limited sese.
set as wanting to oat a slur on any religions The earnest, but it often happons, untrained
sect in particular. This is not our aim. What evangelist, eager to gain what are too readily
we have te say will find room for consideration supposed to be converts to Christ, keeps telling
in al divisions of the Christian Church. It people te " come to Jets," often adding, "IYou
would be arrogant assumption to suppose that need do no more."
the more spiritually-winded intelligent Bible New we object entirely (even in the first
readers need to be instruoted as te the meaning place) te this way of bringing the Gospel mes-
ofpreaching whatis often termed a "fuil Christ, sage to dead souls. How eau it be expected
but which term, it is our aim te show, falls far that those, at least, who know little or nothing
short, of convoying to the minds of many who of the Soriptures, eau ail of a suddon profess te
use it. the "fulness of Chriat. Nor are these believe in J eaus as their Saviour, on more hoar-
observations generally necessary for those say. We do not limit the grace of the Lrrd
whose privilege it is to have set before them Jesus Christ in shedding light upon any dark-
from.week te week, by a divinely-taught and ened mind, by any means, and there are
cultured minister, sormewhat of the meaning instances of souls being struok with a sense of
and beauty of the Christ-life and character so sin in a moment, that, when followed up with
exquisitely given to us in the four Gospels, in sound teaching, led te a grasp of Christ in the
which every common-place or homely incident, heart, which results in a changed spirit, not
wherever Christ's bengn presence is recorded, merely an outwardly changed life, through fear
hav a lustre shed pon it thfat Jea e akr the of punihment; but those cases represent in-
.Divine and human se of. Jesus of azareth. stances the more extraordinary working of the
H.e i The Light of the World," preahed a Spirit, than the ordinary, if we may venture te
very digerent Gospel from many Of his BO- gay so. If we take an example froin natural,
called followerd. every-day experience, do we not find that we

To preach au abstract Christ nerel i; to are very slow to believe, and love, amd trust,
ring prpetal obaDges on "Come to 5efs," some indiridal without having much know-

ledge of the character of that persion? Indeed,
sineerity blames those who are, too proue to
profess a genuine love on a slight acquaintance,
and the depth of that so-calied love. may well
he doubted.

Again, when.the young ruler came to Jesus
with, doubtless, a sinoere enquiry as to "' what
goud thing ho might do to inherit eternal life."
Christ did not tell him te believe in Him; the
young man did not want te be told that; he
evidently knew that Christ was adivine teacher
but Christ muade him aware of the hindranee
which he did not suspeot himself, and so bis
outwardly fair life, expressed in the words
" What lack I yet ?" was tested, and ho could
be no longer blind: in other words-self-de-
eived.

In our usual, regular congregations and
Christian assemblies, it is an accepted fact that
Jesus Christ lived and died toredeem, mankind.
To keep perpetually telling a professedly
Christian congregation this known fact-that
Jesus died, repeated, perhaps, many times,
is Only to repeat a truism. This is why there
are so many lifeless professors, having "a
name to live by," and who are starved for want
of the " bread of life," which is no doubt "freely
offered 1 " but offered so as not to feed. '' The
sincere milk of the word that ye. may grow
theroby " is what they want. They will tell
yon they believe in Jesus as well as yon. New,
the disciples bad Christ with them, when He
taught them in that long- continued and intnsely
practical sermon on the Mount; and before
that time He had gone about all Galilee teaceh
ing and preaching in the synagogues.

We need hardly say that the call te -believe
in Christ as a Saviour in our time, is a differ-
ont thing from the eall te believe in Him in the
early days of His manifestation, and of firat-
apostolic preaching. The now-prevailing ac.
ceptance of an historical fact-an all-convincing
power-that is leavening society nearly ail
over the globe, necessitates a vaster and deep.-
or study of the aacred Scriptures, te meet the
growing intelligence of a more enlightened
age. The infancy of the Christian Church was
never destined te romain sncb, no more than
any other infancy. The pioneera of the early
church but paved the way, no doubt gloriously,
sealing their testimony by their b ood. lu
John the Baptist's time it was no truism to
call upon men everywhere te "repent and
believe the Gospel," but ho did more than
herald the Saviour-he charged the Pharisees
and Sadducees te " bring forth fruits meet for
repentance," when they came to his baptism
with, doubtless, sone idea in thoir minda that
they were al] right, as the descendants of Abra.
ham. He rebuked vise. in high places, and
thatpersonally, aud his life paici the penalty of
uncompromising faithfulness.

To take another example of Christ-Hie
manner of teaching-we find Him, int ho case
of sef-righteous inquiry, meeting it with dis-
tinct teaching as to dead works; witnesa Ria
answer te the question, " What shall we do
that we might work the works of God?"
" This is the work of God that ye believe on
Him whom He hath sont." But h. did not
stop there. Christ knew these people only
sought Him " because of the loaves which they
did eat and were filled " (John vi. 26), and in
the precious discourse that followed He open-
ed up te them the true " Bread of life."

To those who feel a sort of fear lest what
they are pleased to term "Sound Gospel" should
take too practical a toue, and, according te their
ideas, out at the root of our cardinal Protes-
tant doctrine of "justification by faith," we
need only say that we believe in St. Paul's and
St. James's definition of faith and works, as one
and the same; one inseparable truth from
different stand points.

Thank God for it, we need notAtravel far in
these days of Bible research to find excellent
preaching with the range 0f trained and .culti-
vated prouohers, (not trained oraors merely)


