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Original Poetry.

THE POWER OF BOOKS.
(By the Rev. Robert Monigomery, A. M)

Making, or marring, whatsoe’er they touch,
With force magnetic! Whence their wondrous spell?
Bethink thee, reader! and the résponse comes.
The universe itself was once a Tnoucur,
A thought divine, in depths Almighty hid ;
And so, whate’er this mortal scene invests
Of human action, is put plastic thought
tself revealing, in some Forms without
Apparent — What is half these eyes behold
Of wondrous, beautiful, sublime, or vast,
But thought embodied into outer shapes,
And answ’ring symbol ?— Arches, cities, domes,
And temples, flcets, and armies, trades and towns—
Yea, all the might and moral of mankind
To this significance at length arrives,
And backward into thought may be resolved
By fair reduction. Now, if books be Thought,
By printing cloth’d, and palpably endowed
For its vocation,—whether art or lore,
Poetic vision, or prossic truth,
Kingdoms immense, or individual souls
‘The aim of its predestin’d mission be,—
Forth to its work that printed Thought proceeds ;
And who shall track it, as it rounds the world !—
‘Who can imagine, when ’tis once abroad, .
HoWwever humble was its natal v 3
The work it darcs, the wonder ;:S.:z‘g
r Black as a fiend, or like some angel'brigit, o
’ _ That Thought-in action may i
For printing, like an omnipresence, gives .
Its power expansion ; far and wide it moves,
Reaches all hearts, a host of minds affects,
And executes what none, save God, controls!—
Oh! ’tisenough to harrow breath and blood
With chilling horror, thus to feel and know
That when the Thinker who debauch’d his mind,
And put damnation into print, for fame,
1s cited to the last and long accompt,
His Thought is living I—like a demon, still
Haunting the world of passion with its power
And poison,—breathing a perpetual curse,
And dropping hemlock into sensual hearts
"That love the venom which a lie instils ;
And thus, for ever !—not, perchance, to cease,
Till Thought and Thinker shall together stand,
Cursed by their victims, at the bar of God!
London, 51 Torrington Square, May 31, 1847.

A SERMON,

BY THE REV. ARTHUR PALMER, A.B.
( Concluded from our last.)

o

Y Sucb, brethren, you will, I think, agree with me in regard-
Ing ag the great leading principles which are to support and
encourage us in the execution of our sacred office,—principles,
whose truth are like Him from whom they emanate, ever un-
varying and unchangeable,—in no degree affected by the
measure of our success,—capable of yielding as rich support
and consolation to the faithful servant of Christ, whose labours

seem unproductive of fruit, as to him upon whose ministr

there rests a visible and signal blessing from on high. Wit
the truth of God to preach, with God’s commission to preach
it, and with the promise of God to bless it, in the measure
that seemeth Him good, the Minister of Christ may well be
stedfast and unmoveable, even though, like Elijah, he seem
%0 stand alone and the whole world to be against him. Bat,
although it is the will of God sometimes thus to try His minis-
tering servants, because He has given them principles that
Will support them under any trial, still He does not always
subject their faith to so severe a test. On the confrary, He
not unfrequently vouchsafes to them manifest tokens of His
Presence and favour, and enables them to ap}l)\?l to themselves,
In its spirit, the argument of the wife of Manoah, “!f the
Lord were pleased to kill us, He would not have received a
urnt offering and a meat offering at our hands, neither would
e have shewed us all these things, nof would, as at this time,
ve told us such things as these,” (Judges xiii. 23). And
ving, brethren, in a preceding part of this discourse, alluded
to some of the local discouragements with which we have to
contend in this Diocese, you will permit me briefly to advert
a_ulso to a few of those cheering indications of the Divine bless-
ing, which are so well adapted to make us thank God and

take courage

Of the state of the Church in Canada, previous to the period
When the humble individual who now addresses you entered
18 Diocese, he cannot of course speak from personal obser-
Vation; though, from oral histories of the Canadian Church,
e has learned to honour as well the faithful men who pre-
ceded him, as those in whose ranks he was permitted to take
a place; and he will ever esteem it a cause of thankfulness
that his entrance into the Diocese was sufficiently early to
%m for him the acquaintance and honoured friendship of two
ight Reverend Fathers in God,* one of whom has long since
entered into his sainted rest, and the other, faithfully fulfilling
18 course in a neighbouring Diocese, is still journeying
towards the same bright and glorious inheritance. But taking
e Period of which I have spoken, let me contrast the then
condition of this portion of the Church, with the state in
which, by the providence and grace of God, it is at the pre-
sent moment. Well then, brethren, fiftecn years ago the
Clel};y were but few (about forty) in number, so widely scat-
tered and dispersed, that personal communication was rare
Indeed, and the existence of many known to the others only
rom 3 printed report. Nor were they only few in number,
kll:;t ::ll;eu- hearts were cast down and*dismayed by those dark
amlc:n zh:; lo‘ivered over the Church,—without combination
f thg s l" es, and with but little recognition by the laity
of the principles of distinctive Churchmanship,—while the
enemies of the Church were active and virulent, heaping upon
her and her Mx.ms:ters every species of calumny, and clamor-
ing.for the spoliation of her property, until that wicked rebel-
lion broke out that was so promptly put down by the unaided
loyal.ty of the people. And most of you, brethren, remember
S it was at the juncture to which T have referred, that the
tboci‘?ty for the Propagation of the Gospel was obliged to issue
e announcement of an immediate reduction in the salaries
of the Clergy, and of the ultimate withdrawal of its assistance
almost entirely from this portion of the Colonial Church, so
& t the future maintenance of the Church in Canada became
question of painful interest, while the prospeet of Upper
2 ada becoming a separdte Diocese, With a Bishop of its
'Wn, seemed remote indeed. What, let me ask, is our condi-
tion now? Is it not a fact that, within the period I have
Mentioned, the number of the Clergy was nearly tripled,+ and
, t a combined action for the promotion of true religion and
e welfare of the Church has been established among them,
artly by means of Clerical Associations, but more especially
az the Church Society of this Diocese, whose fifth cﬁeering
su““’el‘sary we yesterday celebrated, and whose progressive
4 ccess has been so signal as to have called for the especial
Otice of the Society for Propagating the Gospel, in its Re-
&(_’rt for 1846, as an instance of *the independent exertions
The Church Societies in the Colonies.” Nor is the con-
t less striking in reference to the sounder tone of feeling
l?t now prevails with regard to the true principles of the
lll‘c!\. We now find the doctrine of Christ’s visible Church
t:COmmg more and more recognised, together with the impor-
nce of maintaining its unity, and the evil and sin of religious
Vision; and, as a necessary consequence, instead of the con-
w;g:lnons of the members of the Church being distributed,
gio thOught.les§ incon'sistency, towards the promotion of reli-
= US error in its Jvarious shades, they are now, with a far
ore liberal hand, as well as with a better conscience, poured
A u!:he treasury of the.Church : .and, hence, the Church has
eng }re;ll that moral weight. a.nd influence, which, while they
sabi ih er}tl;o be more extenS}vely useful, render it indispen-
iy at her feelings and wishes should be consulted on alf
ers of a public nature affecting the interests of religion

*
+ 'Il‘he late Bishop of Quebec and the present Bishop of Montreal.

s n the recent Char i
in . ge of the Lord Bishop, the number of the Clergy now
the Diocese of Toronto was stated to be 118. -

within this Diocese. But, brethren, it is impossible for me
to conclude this hasty review without noticing one of the most
encouraging circumstances to which I could advert, I mean,
that, since the period I have mentioned, Upper Canada has
been constituted a separate Diocese, under the Episcopal
overnment of one, of whom, if I were to presume to speak,
should not know whether to say, first, that his truly paternal
kindness to his Clergy has secured for him tlieir gratitude and
Jove, or that his indefatigable labours and unwearied devoted-
ness in the diseharge of his high and sacred office, have won
for him the tribute of their respeet and admira_tion; and now
that a provision has at length, with tardy justice, been made
for the maintenance of the Episcopate, we may, on this occa-
sion, use the language of mutual congratulation and thankful-
ness, upon what we may regard as the permanent organisation
of the Church in this Diocese, (rendered still more complete
by the preservation of the Archdeaconry 9f Y?rk), not for-
getting to add our fervent aspirations for its S!&ln turther ex-
tension, until every portion of this immense Diocese shall be
fully and efficiently supplied with the ministrations of the
Church of the Living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.
And now, brethren, what though our office be an arduous ‘
one, and our difficulties and discouragements many, greater |
is He that is for us than all that are against us. What though '1

i addition to the srdingry -obstacles attending the execution ‘1 the vain efgrss G HE—such dic sad VISIUn Wiay mowid
of the ministerial office, we have to contend with that exces- ’ have tossed in restless tumult before an eye, had there
s £ cand” that

too eager desire for this

sive
world’s good, which are perhaps more peculiarly experienced | spiritual universe.
| for what,for “ The desire of all nations” (Hag. ii. 7.)

in a new country,—with that religiou: 'ivision which so sadly
abounds,—with the apathy and inconsistency of some among the
laity,—and with that forgetfulness of their duty to the Church
which is so often found in those who are in power,—still not
only do we find abundant encouragement in remembering
whose word we minister, whose commission we bear, and
upon whose promised blessing we can rely,—but also seeing
the clouds we once so much dreaded gradually breaking, and
giving place to a serene and brighter sky,—beholding the to-
kens of the Divine blessing in the increasing prosperity of
our Zion, we are animated to thank God for the past and to
trust Him for the future. And even though our hearts have
been deeply saddened and perplexed by the departure from
the pure faith of Christ of some of our brethren in England,
yet even here we are not left without some alleviating consid-
erations. That these perversions have been but few, we know,
if in no other way at least in this, that the same unholy triumph
by which those that have taken place have been trumpeted to
the world, would have taken care to chronicle others also if
they had occurred. We know, also, that the accessions of the
ministers of Dissent and Romanism to the Communion of the
Church, have been manifold more than the defections from it.*-
And in regard to the general state of the Church in the Mo-
ther Countries, we have the following testimony from an
Irish Prelate, whose piety, learning, and talents, are of the
highest order, and to w.hose words, the fact of his having writ-
ten with great power in opposition to the extreme errors of
the later numbers of the Oxford Tracts may perhaps impart
additional weight. I believe,” writes the Lord Bishop of
Ossory,t *that while at no former period did the clergy
manifest more piety and zeal, there never was a period in
which they were so soundly informed, and in particular the
true principles of our Church were never so well known by
her ministers, and never more deeply valued. I believe that
this is the case in England. I am sure it is so among
ourselves.” And in contemplating the state of religion in
this Diocese, we have reason to bless God that not only has
no defection to Rome taken place among ourselves, but that
there is not, as far as I know, the slightest leaning in any quar-
towards that corrupt communion, but, en the contrary, a firm
determination, by the grace of God, to live and die loyal and
devoted membesrs of the Reformed Church of Englaad.

Brethren, upon this occasion, on the language of exhorta-
tion I will not venture,—when one of the weakest among
you speaks, be that language reserved for him whose office
will give it weight. But while I refrain from uttering wqrds
of exhortation, I may be permitted to use those of supplica-
tion; and therefore I would say; may the great Head of the
Church impress upon us all the conviction of our own inherent
weakness and insufficiency, and dispose us wholly to rely
upon the power and gzace of God,—may He cause us ever
to remember that wé have the treasure of Christ’s ministry
¢in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be
of God and not of us,” (2 Cor. iv. 7.)—may He imprint upon
our hearts still more deeply the great doct:rines of Catholic
truth, preserved in their purity by the exercise of the Protes-
tant principles of the Church of England,—may He unite the
Clergy of this and every other Diocese in affectionate a.ud
deferential attachment to their Bishop as the centre of unity
therein,—and may He guard them against what is one of the
great dangers to the Church at the present day, the temp-
tation to make passing events the occasion of exaggerating
those differences of opinion which, in consequence of h.m'nan
infirmity, and different degrees of advancement m_rehglous
knowledge, must, in our present imperfect state, exist among
the members of the Christian Church. Happy is i.t for the
peace of the Church, that while she requires a strict adhe-
rence to her fundamental principles, she yet, with the con-
sciousness of truth, allows her children a certain latitude_ on
minor points, neither insisting, as does each of the subdivi-
sions of sectarianism, on a rigid conformity of modf:s of
expression and even of thought, nor suppressing all discus-
sion as does the spiritual despotism of the Church of R.ox_ne;
for, to adopt the words of a distinguished living (.hvme,
«within certain limits the Church of England permits her
children piously to inquire, and fearlessly to discuss; for
unless this were so, either all discussion would cease, and %he
result would be a spiritual stagnation and apathy, than which
few things can be more injurious to the cause of truth, or
discussion would always lead to a breach of communion, and
split us into factions and sects.”f May we, then, in the
exercise of this liberty, ever preserve “the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace.” May the efforts of Rome on
the one hand, and of Dissent on the other, impress upon us
the duty of ¢standing fast in one mind, with one spirit,
striving together for the faith ef-the Gospel,” with one
mind and one mouth glorifying God,” taking our stand on
what we all acknowledge to be the best exponent of Sacred
Scripture, the Book of Common Prayer. And when at
length we shall be called to give an account of our steward-
ship (last month’s awful summons of a fellow-labourer warns
us we know not how soon this may be§), when we are resign-
ing at once our spirits and our ministry into the hands of
God, may we be supported in the review of our manifold
unworthiness and imperfeetion, by an undivided reliance on
the blood-bought salvation of our Redeemer, Christ, and by
the blessed truth, that whether as members or ministers of
the Church of Christ, whether for time or for eternity, all
“ our sufficiency is of God.”

ERRATA in the portion of this Sermon published in the last number of Z%he Church :—-

For “ engaged by Him in the presence of His Father,” in the first paragraph, read
“acknowledged by Him,” &c

For “the violence of persecution,” in the same paragraph, read ‘the violence of
Jormer persecution.

For “ foremonish,” in the fourth paragraph, read  premonish.”

And for * the destititation of her ordinances,” in the seventh paragraph, read “ their
destitution of,” &e.

il S

* Qut of a great number of facts that might be adduced to substantiate the
correctness of this statement, let it suffice to adduce the two following.  The
first, as given in a late pumber of “T'he Church,” is, that there are no less
than 30 (other accounts $ay 40) gentlemen, formerly Dissenting Preachers,
studying at the College of St. Bees, in Cumberland, with a view to enter the
Church of England. The second is, that the conversion of Roman Catholic
Priests to the Church of England, had become so numerous in Ireland as to
lead to the formation of a * Priest Protection Society” in that country.

I In a published Charge to his Clergy.

The Rev. Dr. Hook’s “ Call to Union on the principles of the English

Reformation.” i

§ The Rev. Thomas Fidler, late Missionary at Fenelon Falls, whose melan-
choly death by drowning is Tecorded in “ The Church” of the 21st May.

STATE OF THE HEATHEN BEFORE THE ‘l
COMING OF CHRIST.
(By the Rev. George Edward Deacon, M. A.)

T ra(.iitiom of the truth came down to them, keeping
pace with the footsteps of time, but their voice grew
fainter day by day, and spoke a less intelligible lan-
SUARD: Ceremonies, borrowed from earlier ages, con-
tinued in outward shape, but their meaning (and what
the.y properly meant was true) became obscurer, as
their origin was thrown farther back. Who can tell
what questionings unanswered, what longings unsatis-
fied, filled the bosom of the heathen world? Death
with l.ls manifold mysteries reigning round them,
nature’s shrinking from the idea of a dreamless and
eternal slamber, consciénce bearing the soul direct
before: areal though an unknown Judge, gleams fainter
or brighter of jmmortality inviting timid hopes or
"W&W fear, whispers from far off ages revealing
yet concealing knowledge, speculation wandering to
and fro and seeking in vain a place on which to rest-—
how must it all have wrought within, and what a fever
of d(_)ubt and apxiety must have followed. Darkness
bafHling conjecture, light seeming to offer revelations
yet ever disppointing, life and death within, life en-
deavourinfto quicken death, and death mocking at

been sud, gifted to descry the vast working of the
The mind thirsts and knows not

was not come.
! But when He came, the words * clean' and “un-
| clean' were to lose their meaning, and the same
| Almighty authority that adopted them into the lan-
guage of the Church removed them from it. * What
| God hata cleansed, call not thou common.” Neither
| Jew nor Gentile was henceforth to be either clean or
unclean. This, too, had been foretold in prophecy.
Isaiah leoked into “the last days,’ and saw there
“ the mountain of the Lord’s house established in the
| top of the mountains, and all nations flowing into it.”
(Isa. ii. 2.) IHe heard the holy Church throughout
the worll acknowledge the One True God; “many
people ghall say, Come ye and let us go up to the
mountais of the Lord, to the house of the God of
Jacob, aad Ie will teach us of His ways, and we will
walk in His paths”' (Is.ii. 3.) And all along the
| line of patriarchal and of Jewish history, the eye is
constantly drawn towards some mighty though myste~
| rious Being, in Whom all the nations of the earth
| should be blest (Gen. xxii. 18.), to Whom the gather-
ing of the people should be (Gen. xlix. 10.) ; Who
| should have dominion from sea to sea, and from the
river unto the ends of the earth (Ps. Ixxii. 8.) ; Whose
| kingdom, set up by the God of heaven, should never
| be destroyed, but should, break in pieces and consume
! all others (Dan. ii. 4.); till at last we see, in the pre-
| diction that closes the prophetic volume (Malachi iv.
| 6.), a curse hanging like night over the world and just
ready to smite the earth, and then from the midst of
| that darkness (Ib. 2.) the Sun of righteousness burst-

| ing in sudden glory on the nations.
| ;

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST.
(By the Rev. Alezander Penrose Forbes, B.4.)

it may appear but a little one, like the cloud which
the prophet saw rising out of the sea; but it soon ex-
pands in breath and blackness, till the whole surface
of even the purest mind is darkened with its shade.—
The love of pleasure, of wealth, or of fame, have thus
when indulged, often led to the same ruinous conse-
quences as the grosser vices; verifying the Apostles’
declaration, that he who keeps the whole law and yet
habitually offends in one point, is guilty of all.

GIVING TO GOD'S SERVICE.
(From a Sermon by Bp. Doane.)

It was a grief to David, that while he dwelt in an
house of cedars, the ark of the covenant of the Lord
remained under curtains—(2 Samuel vii. 2.) A
pious heart will not be so content.  They who feel
truly what the Lord hath given for them, His only and
beloved Son, will give Ilim of their best and grieve
that it is no better. If in our Western forests, a
straggling hamlet of true Churchmen can do nothing
better for the house of their God, and the offices thereof
their temple of hewn logs will be as welcome to Him,
as that maguifical abode, which Solomon prepared for
Him, upon Mount Sion. It is their best: a “ac-
cording to that a man hath, it is accepted of him, and
s s s pndlSaiin alacat i Traialy v oh 12 3
that build, of marble for-themselves, w-'i}?%-fa&;«eﬁﬁ’é
of plaster and of wood for Ilim, and let the House of
God be meaner than their barns, they but insult Him
with their offering; if, peradventure, they be not like
Ananias and Sapphira, in keeping back from God.

Again, when the house of God is built, its ministry
and worship, preaching and prayers, and sacraments,
must be sustaived.  No doubt, He means, that these
shall all be free to all who will.  No doubt, it is as
true of these, as in the case of Simon Magus, that
“the gift of God cannot be purchased with money.”

throne of Grace, and returns franght with divine
blessings. It bridges the unfathomable and other-
wise impassable gulf, which separates time from eter-
nity,—this world from the dwelling place of God.—
It is the key of heaven; and though the body be still
chained to earth, admits the soul to expatiate, and to
rest amid the green pastures and by the still waters of
anticipated paradise. At that day when the secrets
of all hearts shall be disclosed, how many & votive of-
fering will be found suspended in His chosen temple,
the human soul, to the God of prayer! To how many
an anxious, carking care, has prayer proved a sweet
and refreshing anodyne! How many a timid, doubt~
ing soul has prayer nerved torun with patience the
race set before it! How many a gloomy night of
darkness and depression has prayer illuminated with
a ray direct from heaven! Iow many a solitary out=
cast, isolated by his miseries from all human sympa-
thy, has _prayer introduced into the general assembly
and church of the first born which are written in hea«
ven! How many astruggling, perishing wreteh, sink=
ing amid the waves of this troublesome world, has
prayer caught up into the third heaven, and landed in
the paradise of God ! ,

ST. PATRICK AT TARA.
s Ted B ot Hstess ol {j_-__ﬂglv:itMChurch in Ireland.”)

"The most interesting event that ever occurred at
Tara was the attempt made by St. Patrick to eonvert
the king and chieftains of Ireland. It was Kaster-
eve when St. Patrick, in the course of his journey
from Ulster, bad arrived at a place called in the Irish
language Ferta-fir-feic, or * the graves of the men of
Feic.”  Here he resolved to pass the night j and ac-
cordingly his companions lighted a fire, most probably
to prepare their food.  But it bappened that about
this time also the Irish chieftains were assembled at

No doubt, the mercenary use of Churches, in our own
day, has made the house of prayer *a house of mer-
chandize.”  But, on the other hand, THE ALTAR 1§
FOR GIFTS. No one is ever to come empty before
God.  The rich should bring his gold. The widow
not keep back her mite. Whosoever thinks to worship
God, while he yields nothing to his service, does but
mock and starve his soul. It is impossible to find
acceptance for the offering of that which costs us
nothing. No matter what the endowment of the
Church may be. No matter what the wealth of
them who minister before its altars. Your buisness
is with God. Your holding back is but the emblem
of your lean and famished soul. Let me say here
one plain and honest word. It is an affront to God,
to regard the service of His ministers as bought and
paid for.  You could not with the wealth of all the
Indies, buy the grace of your own baptism. But no!
God's ministers are sent by Him, His gifts to you, for
edification, comfort, and salvation. And, what you
do, whatever form it takes, is your acknowledgment to
Him, and not the wages which you pay to them. We
are no hirelings at your hands; but the ambassadors
of God. If the priest starves, it is Christ Jesus, whom
you starve, in him. And, when you leay a Bishop to
support himself, you take that which is another’s for
the Lord, and offer that which costs you nothing.
THAT 18 No REAL SERVICE WHICH INVOLVES NO
SacriFice.  Itis for your instruction, who would

The Church of Christ is an object that must strike

beholds the miracle of a few obscure fishermen of

| ing it to the world, gradually subduing and incorporat-
| ing with #heniselves the most practical system that
' ever existety, <—nay, ‘effecting the still more wondrous
; conquest gf the stubborn heart of man, changing the
| value of alj things and declaring strength to be weak-
| ness and poverty to be honourable, and bowing before
| their gentle but energetic arm, all that is strong, and
l great, and wise, and good upou the face of the earth.
! Yes', even to the worldling the Church of Christ
exhibits an august and imposing appearance. It
force§ itself upon his admiration as the perfection
of himan wisdom. It raises its fair towers and
graceful pinnacles in his sight, and though he may
esteem it the record of decaying superstition, still he
wonders ga¢ jts marvellous beauty, and as he passes on
to the engrossing business of this life, pauses to lift
Up one more look toits glorious but unworldlike form.
Bat if such be the outward aspect of the Church, how
far more lovely is it to those who “enter into God's
courts with praise”—who worship the Lord in the
Peauty of holiness! It is to those who have entered
1ts sacred portals by Baptism, and are slowly approach-
Ing the holy place by the long drawn aisles of' peni-
tence apg prayer, that its Divine construction is
revealed, Then that which from without seemed the
mere caprice of a fantastic sense of beauty, is shown
to add wejght, and strength, and balance; that which
appeared gtrange and meaningless, becomes intelligi-
ble, and ap harmonious oneness of truth and beauty
t'll‘ld holiness, surprises and overcomes their soul.
lhef} the Church appears in its glorious reality, ex-
ceedmg the old Law not more in the message it an-
nounces, than in the graces it conveys; extending to
the obedient, mercy, grace, and salvation—* the sure
mercies of David”; holding up to them the means of
grace and the hope of glory—spreading over the whole
earth, nay passing the grave and reaching to the cold
and mysterious land of souls—our rest on earth, and
our happ_y home in heaven.

= TSR

THE BETRAYER OF CLRIST.
(By the Rep, R. Parkinson, B.D. Canon of Winchester.)

He is an instance of the utter inutility of the best
religious instruction, and the sight of the best Chris-
tian models, to secure our salvation, unless there be
within oursclves a disposition to profit by the one, and
to trgad in the steps of the other. Our Blessed Sa-
viowk doubtless bestowed the same care and culture
upow hith as Es did upon the rest of the Apostles.—
e addressed them not individually, but as a body :
they weie all present when His Divine parables, and
perfect ru‘les of life were uttered: they did all eat the
same spiritual meat, they did all drink the same spir-
itual drink; and yet how different was the result !—
The same good seed which the sower scattered with
so beneficent a haud fell in one case upon a productive
soil, and I the other upon a stony rock. His heart,
like the 1¢8t, wag cyltivated with care—it was nour-
ished with the dews, and basked in the sunshine of
Gov's Holy Word ; and yet the thorns and briars of
sin, patural to (e soil, and unrestrained in their
growth, OVertopped the good seed of the Gospel, and
brought forth theip fruit in luxuriant and fatal abun-
dance. L€t us learn from hence, that knowledge, and
ou!Wﬂrd'adVan(ﬂges, and the sight of good examples,
are nothidg worth, unless the effects of them be shown
forth in the progressive advancement of us who enjoy
them if_‘ all holy conyersation and Godliness.

Again :—.he is an awful example of a single over-
mastering vice, expanding by indulgence, till it spreads
like a cancer throughout the whole mortal system, and
brings the whole heart into fatal subjection to the law
of sin. The love of money in Judas was indeed to
himn the root of all evil. It gradually swallowed up
every virtuous consideration in his mind—it soon in-
troduced i0to his bosom seven other evil spirits more
wicked than itself.  And how many examples of this
melancholy result do we meet with in our daily expe-
riencel How often do we see men, otherwise most
estimable, led gradually and fatally from the right path
by the habitual indulgence of a single vice? At first

even the most worldly minded. Such an one in it | gence.

Galilee founding, in the heart of a world of sensuality regulate my buisness ? : not :
and sin, a religion of self-denial and faith; bearing | money? Did I not earn it?  Was it not my father’s
witness to an improbable fact, and succeeding in teach- | before me ?

make the Christian life, a life of ease and self-indul-
“May I not do as I will, with mine own ?”

May I not gratify my tastes? ~ May I not
May Inot appropriate my

you say.

Was it not mine by due inheritance ?
| And is not wine, my own? Hear what the Scripture
saith.  * Yé'are not your own, for ye are bought with
a price: thefgfore glorify God in your body, and in
your spirit, which are God's”’—(1 Corinthians vi. 19,
20.)  Iear what the Scripture saith.  Whosoever
doth not bear his cross, and come after Me, cannot be
My disciple” —(St. Luke xiv. 27.) ~ Hear what the
Scripture saith. “The silver is mine, and the gold is
mine, saith the Lord of hosts'—(Haggai ii. 8.) And
again, “So is he who layeth up treasure for himself,
and is not rich towards God''——(St. Luke xii. 21.—
You cannot make a sacrifice to God, with that which
costs you nothing.  You cannot be a scholar of the
Cross, and not sacrifice your will. ¢ Nevertheless, not
as I will, but as thou wilt.”

Again, THERE IS NO REAL SERVICE, WHERE THERE I8
NO SACRIFICE. It is to comfort those, from whom the
Lord, Who lent them, first, has taken back, to be with
Him, their precious objects of affection and delight.
Would they not serve him with their best ? Would
they keep any thing from Him, who gave Himself for
them ? Should they not hasten, with their choicest,
to his feet? It is the Lord, let Him do what seem=
eth Him good.””  “I know, O Lord, that thy judg-
ments are right, and that Thou, of very faithfulness,
hast caused me to be troubled.” ~ *The Lord gave,
and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name
of the Lord.” I will not serve the Lord, my God,
with that which costs me nothing.

EST OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED.
(By the Rev. Henry Hopwood, M. A.)

Taken away, as Isaiah says, from the evil to come,
they enter into peace, and rest in their beds, each one
walking in his uprightness; their bodies slumbering
in the peaceful grave, their souls living mightily unto
God. The faithful departed are at rest. They rest
as the toiled labourer rests, when his work is done,
and the shades of night invite him to repose. They
rest as the way-worn traveller rests, when his journey
is ended, and he sits down to recruit his strength.
They rest a8 the wearied warrior rests, when the fight
is over and he awaits the hour of triumph, and the
rewarding wreath. They rest from bodily infirmity
and pain, from sickness and disease, from the cares
and troubles of this mortal life, from disappointments
and: sorrow, from contradictions and the strife of
tongues; above all, they rest from the temptations
of wicked nren and evil spirits, and from the painful
struggles of inbred sin.  They “sleep in Jesus”; not
unconsciously, but as on earth tired nature is wont to
repose in her sweet restorer. They are deadsto the
world, but alive unto God. When the band of death
Joosed the silver cord that bound them to this mortal
life, it released them also from its own power. They
are set free from the conditions of wmortality ; death
hath no more dominion over them.

S e S

T STATED SEASONS OF PRAYER.
(From the Christian Observer.)

These are designed to stimulate our languid faith
in the invisible realities of the unseen world ; and to
exhibit to us, at regular intervals, just frequent enough

what our souls should always be, in the subordination
of all their faculties before a felt presence of God.—
Stated prayer gradually obliterates the old, and forms
new traces in the soul, in which at length the affec-
| tions habitually move; and thus brings it neaver and
| nearer to the frame of eontinual prayer, to which the
| Apostle exhorts, when he says, * Pray always;'" * Pray
l without ceasing;”’ and which is the perfection of the
| divine life in the soul. The necessity for daily, stated
. seasons of prayer, as a mean to this, God himself re-
| cognizes; and justifies us in adopting this mean by
|'his appointment, under the seremonial and typical dis-
pensation, of the morning and evening sacrifice.—
Like Jacob's ladder, prayer conducts the eye of faith
to heaven; and by it the messengers of God visit the
It lays man's wants and sorrows before the

|
| soul.

to keep up the habit of contemplating it, a draught of

the celebration of one of their religious festivals; and
it was the privilege of Tara, that none should presume
to light a fire in Ireland upon that day, until the
gacred fire had been first lighted at the solemmity.—
This privilege St. Patrick ignorantly violated; and
when Leogaire, the Irish monarch, heard the fact, he

became much alarmed. The story adds, that his

magi, equally terrified by their superstitious fears,

urged him to make prompt exertions to have that

strange fire extinguished. They told him that, unless

it were put out before nightfall, whoever had caused

it to be lighted would hereafter eujoy the sovereignty

of Ireland. Leogaire accordingly set out at once to
put the unknown offender of his laws to death; but
in this purpose he was disappointed.  Having vext
tried in vain to accomplish his object by indirect
means, he appears to have at last relented ; and, for-
getful of the danger thieatened to his dominions, he
invited Patrick to the palace of Tara. The invitation
was at once accepted. With eight companions,
and a young boy named Benen, or Benignus—after-
wards his successor in the see of Armagh—St. Pat-
rick appeared before the king and chieftains upon the
following day, which was Easter Sunday. 8o favour-
able an opportunity for declaring the high objects of
his mission the zealous bishop did not overlook; and,
notwithstanding the opposition of the pagan priests,
his preaching was most successful. He gained over
to the Gospel several zealous converts. Among them
were a celebrated bard named Dubtagh, and his young
disciple Fiech, who afterwards lived a bishop at Sletty.
It is even said that Leogaire himself—although he at
first withstood him—crying out with tears, “It is bet-
ter to believe than perish,” was added to the number
of the faithful.

"T'he success attending this first public preaching
of the Gospel naturally increased the ardour of the
missionaries, who zcm the following week in preach-
ing to the people i the surrounding districts, and in
baptising their converts. Some of these were men of
high rank, who were liberal in their donations to the
infant Church. Conall, a brother of King Leogaire
gave the ground on which his own hall stood as a site
for a Church. Enda, another brother, immediately
upon his conversion both dedicated his infant son toa
religious life, and consigned to the service of religion
the ninth part of all his lands and farms.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Axecpotg or A GERMAN Farmer.—In Germany,
during the war, a captain of cavalry was ordered out
upon a foraging expedition. He put himself at the
head of his troop, and marched to the quarter assigned
him. It was a lonely valley, in which one could per-
ceive hardly anything but woods. Finding in the
midst of them a small cottage,-he approached, and
knocked at the door, which was opened by an old and
venerable man, with a beard silvered by age. *“TFa-
ther,” said the officer, “shew me a field where I may
set my troop to foraging.” The old man complied,
and conducting them out of the valley, after a quarter
of an hour's march, came to a fine field of barley.—
“ Here is what we are in search of,’ exclaimed the
captain; * Father you are a true and faithful guide.”
“Wait a few minutes more,”’ replied the old man,
“follow me patiently a little further.” The march
was accordingly resumed, and at the distance of mile
they arrived at another field of barley. The troop
immediately alighted, cut down the grain, trussed it,
and remounted. The officer then said to his con-
ductor, * Father, you have given yourself and us un-
necessary trouble ; the first field was better than this.”
“Very true, Sir,”" replied the good old man, “but it
was not mine.”" — Churchman's Companion.

Tus Uxspex Wirsess..—When Bishop Latimer
was on his trial, he at first answered carelessly.  But
presently he heard the pen going behind the tapestry,
which was taking down bis words. ‘Then he was
careful what he said. 'There is an all-recording pen
behind the curtain of the skies, taking down our words
and acts for Judgment.

He who takes up Christ's cross aright, shall find
it such a burden as wings to a bird, or sails to a ship.
—Countess of Warwick.

It is a great hoveur to be almoner to the King of
Heaven. To give is the greatest luxury, How in-
dulgent, theu, is God, to anuex future rewards to what
is so much its own recompenser.— Ibid.

It is said of Bishop Compton, that he loved to re-
member what was for any one’s advantage; if aoy
offended, he would ever prevent their asking pardon by
his haste to give it ; and among a thousand instances,
it is not the least remarkable that in a quarrel between
a London mivister and his parishioners, the good Bi-
shop being called in, and finding it proved against the
Rector that he had spoken vilely and contemptuously
of his Diocesan; he made the christian reply, “I am
glad of it, for he has given me an opportunity of set-
ting you a good example in forgiving him."”

AcrioN BETTER TuAN PrETENsION.—We live great
things, not talk them.—Minucius Felix.

Tue VroMIsEs oF Gop.— Every promise is a ticket,
given us by (God, to take up mansions of treasure in
heaven; it is vocal glory; it is happiness in words
and syllables; it is eternity, couched in a sentence.
— Dishop Hopkins of Londonderry.

Humrary.—7The most advanced Christians are the
most humble, as * the fullest and best ears of corn
always hang lowest towards the ground.”

Divine GRACE A yrE® GieT.—Grace is Do com-
mon blessing ; yet if, like the dew from heaven, it be
not sent down freely, it can never be brought down
at all.—Serle’'s Hore Solitaria.

.

R v —

s IS RS T S TS

P

e SEEo ot



