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uivets-first Psalm iu the fellowing celebraied
etraing ;—

“ Q'r thee the sceret shaft
That wastes at midaight, or the undreads d hour
Of noon, flies harmicss : amd that very vuice
Waich thunders tervor through the guilty hear?,
With teayaes ol secaphs whispers pezes to th:

ne”?
Every individual will exclaim, This is beanti-

futl  And very beautiiul it is. But let us lis-|

ten to the original poet himeelf; rather, to a
literal proze translation of the wmighty munarch-
bard :— .

“He "":‘! dwelleth in the secred slzce of the Most
Hi
Rhais abide under the shaduw of the Slmighty !
e shall cover thee wiib his feathers §
Atd uudes his wings shul theu trust !
Thou shalt ol be afraic for the terror by night,
Nor for the nrrow that flicth by day,
Nor tor the pestilence that walkeih ia darkness,
Nosior the desiracticn il weale hat nociday
‘I'koq shall tread upon the lion and adder ;
%z roung li~n and the d.agoa theu shalt tramyle
under fcet ¢

Twr Bihle is a store-house of truth and beauty.
it containg history to instruct, precepts 10
puide, poetry and incidentz to inspire ond
charm. It gives us the history of creation,
the origin of the different langnages, and the
heginning of the most ancient nations.  From
it we Jearn the cause and the history of that
deluge, with which the present wineralogical
and geolagical structures ol the earth are in-
timately connected. The laws of Moses arc
the foundation of the laws of alf Christian na-
tions. “The Decalogue, the Peoverbs of Solo-
mon, and Christ’e Sermon on the Mount, are
theoriginal sources from which correct mora)
teaching is drawn. No feigned inspication oi
bards or sybils can compare with that wiich
ia real and Divine. [t was the soit, the pen-
sive, the heart-melting strains of David, that
taught the Christian poet to sing his delighttul
Task. It was at this sacred fountain ot sim-
plicity and grandeur that Milton lit up the
fices ol his immortal muse. Tasso’s Joruva-
lem Deliverad would never have seen thc
Light, nor would the returning erusaders have
brought into Europe the revival of letters, had
it not been for the sacred asvociations which
the Bible has thrown around Zion and Oli-
vet, the waters of Siloam and the cross of Cal-

vary.
’rlzhe incidents of the sacred volume are

such events as the plagues of Egypt ; the pas-|

page of the Red Sea; the Law given amidst
the smoke and thundering and rocking of Sinai,
tie downfall of Babyion ; the shaking of the
wations ; the burning of the world. The
mightivst events arc often painted by a single
stroke of the sacred pencil, « Come down, O
Babylon, sit in the dust,” predicis the over-
tacow of the mightiest empire of ancient Jays.
In history or in visions, the nations of the
carth ave often tivown upon theracred pages,
and disappear like tho rapid and brilliant me-
tzors of nigit. Al the lovers of truth aud of
beauty, of ancient song and ancient lore,
would adinive the Bible and pubiish ite praises,
t-umpet-tongucd, to earth’s ends, were it aot
for the religious doctrines and the moral duties
which i inculcates.

HAS EVERY MAN A RIGHT TO READ THE
BIBLE?
From the Correspondent of the N. Y. Gbserver.
MONTAUBAN, TARN“AND-GARONNE, 2
April 15, 1342,
A LEARNED minister of the Gospel, Mr. Oster,
has published lately a book upon this gneslion :
¢ Has every man o 1ight to cead the Bible 1”*
In this work is a chapiar in which ti.e author ex-
#mines by what causrs and means the Romish
chareh has come gradually toforbid layman to
read the Word of Gal. It willhe intercstinz to
rive you a sketch of these invesligations, adding
such 48 [ have made from otlicr sources. :

At first viaw, we cannot undeictand how any
| chureh whatever has dared to prevent the reading
lof the Scriptures. What, indeed? Here is a
|bouk which is call'the Rook of God, the Word of
i the Holy spirit, and do you forbid men to read
'it? Has God then yiven @ woik dangerous for
‘wouls? Tis the Holy Spicit i spired things, the
ireacing of which is pernicious 7 Are you wis-
cer then God ?

Thes2 obirctions, o neinril, s0 simple, have
often much embarrassed the popich priests ; and
iwhen they meet with enlightened adversaries,
taey pretend that Rome has not torbidden the
reading ol the Bible, und chaige the protestants
vithslender.  Letusexamine then the subject
Ly the light ol history, anl we shall sce what
Yome has done and directed respecting the Holy
Neriptaree,

Leery body knows that,in the early times of
Cmistianity, the veading of the Jible was as uni-
veisal as prayer ameny the members of the church.
Justin, the inartyr, invites the Geotiles to read
the Bible, by relating the good cfvets which this
reading had produced among Christizns, Cle-
meat, of Alexandria, inforns us that Christions
»ad the habit of reading some chapters of the Bi-
ble, before {aking theiv meals.  Tertullian con-
demns marringes between Christians and infidels,
for this veason, that they prevent the daity reading
of e Scriptures.  Ouigen cxhorls men to medi-
1.te upon tl.e Word of God, not only in church,
but in their houses.  The bishop of Hippo, Au-
gustine, says that th-r2 exicted n his time innu-
werable trarsla'iens of the Dikle.  In a word, the
Fathers of the church ars nnanimous in wtiesting
that, in the age when they fived, the Word of
Geod was generally read.

At this period, it is evident that the bishops of
Rome did not drecm of preveuting the reading of
the Bible. Had they daredto do ity a cry of in-
giznation would have heen raised against them
fiom all qu-riers, 7ud wou!d have comp-iled them
to rotract this wicked prohibition, How, then,
have they since come to dn 50 ?

11 the Latin Jangnage had continued to be the
universal medium of communication among the
autons of Lurepe, the reacin g of tie Bible wonli
heve been keptup, But the invasions of the Bar-
barians praducesd gracually new iioms, Halicn,
French, Spanish, which were miizinally but §ll-
formed previneial dialeets. Sch were shut,
stwdy forsaken, feamning forgotten.  Scenes of
rabbery and bloed filled all the West. Ajrolound
irnorance crept aver the church penlf,. The new
Cinistians, Goths, Vandals and Germans knew
oniy the exterual forns of reiigion, ami pussed
ther hvesupon the ficld of batide. The pricsts
were not betler instiucted, Al the books and all
the intellizence of ancient times had fled toa
few monasteries.

The bishops of Rome, with consummate ad-
dress, tock edvartace of things to stren;then and
extend their dominion. They were then in a
critical positian.  Their greragativas has origin-
ated in the city where they resided.  So lonw as
Rome was the metropolis of the world, they had
exeited a vastintiuence upon fiic churches of the
Wesl. Bat when new kinzdoms were formed,
the bishops who resided at their capitals, throa-
tened Lo hecome independent of the Romish see :
it scemed right that religious  independence
should follow political inpependence,

One mcans of supreinacy remained to the Ro-
man pontifis : the continued use of the Latin lau-
guage in the versions of the Bible, and in the ce-
cbration of religions worship. Itwas necessary
atany price to preserve every where the use of
the Latin, or the papal authority was pone. Uni-
ty in language was essentiai to nnity in disci-
pline.  ‘This explains the obstinate perseverance
ol the bishaps of Rame to preveat religions teach-
ing in the vulgar language, There were per-
haps other causes, but the above mentioned was
the principal. The missionaries who went toi
preach Chiistianity to the paggns, then very
namereus in_Europe, had orders 1o perform pnh-
lic worship in Latin ; and il they did not, they
were exposed lo severe reprimands.

A remarkable exainple of this occurs in the
pinth centurv. Two missionarics, Methodust
and Cyrifl, had preached the gospei’ {o the Bul-
garians and other nations who inhabited the east
of Jlurope.  As these new converts spoka only
the Slevonic language, the Latin language was

the lonenaze of the cour.!"‘t'. This ronsed great
indizmtion at Remc. The twn missionories
were cited, in 867, before pape Nickolas [, Thev
appeared.  Cyril, to justify themselves, took th..
bock of Penlirs, and read this verse: ¢Yet eviry
thins whirh liveth and hath bresth praise the
Lord.> Thea he added: ¢« It il that breathes
ouzht to proize the Lovd, why then, cxrellent
f-thers, would you forhid ng from expressing th»
so'emnities of worship in the Slivonic language 2
Secirg that thie nation was wholly ignorant in
the ways of the Lord, the Holy Spirit pnt this
thought intn our hearts, by whick we have sain-
ed many souls, Pardon natt.en, fathers and lerds,
since the holy-apostle Pow), the teacher of the
Gentiles, snys: ¢ Forhid not to speak with
tonues’ (1 Cor. xiv. 39.) If it isro, why should
not the Slavonians praise the Lord in their own
lanzunge 77 .

The pepe replied to Cyrillus in these harsh
tarms : ¢ Though the apostle recommended the
use of divers tongues, he did not mean to say bv
this that divine service should he performed in
the language of which you speak.”

The missionaries returned to the churches they
had fonndad, and as they continued to make use
of the vulgar tongue, pope Join VIII. wrote to
them 879 : ¢ We learn that you celebrate mass
in a barbarous, that is te say the Slavonic lan-
snage.  We therefore forbid you, by these our
letters, from doine s0.”’

But this prohibition did not last long.  Most of
the Bulearions had recoznized the authority of
the patriarch of Constentincple, 2nd the court of
Rome feared that the other churches of the East
would follow this examule. Then, os has a
thonsand times happened to the Vatican, pope
John VIIL, changeIR?ﬂ system to snit circumstan-
ces. e anthorized in 880 what he had forbid-
den a vear hefore. ¢ We anprave,” ho writes to
the dnke of Moravia, ¢of having the praises of
Gad, the disconrses and works of Jesus Christ, re-
lated in the Slavonic language. For the Bible
exhorts us to praise the Lond, rot in three lan-
gunges only, but in all languages. And surcly,
nothing in f~ith or in doctrine nrovents theot the
eospel, or the divine lessons of the 01 ard New
Testement, should be read or sune, as well 2c0-
ther paris of relizions worship,in good translations
—for He who made the three principal languages,
Helrew, Greck and Lating also made all ether
lan-uages to his praise and glorv.™
Here then is g pope who, fearing to lose his
jurisdiction over cert~in echurches, speaks like
protestants ! Yis, bhut wait! These conces-
siens, snziched by frar, were next revok~d by
anather pope ; such are the censtant tacties of
Rome, anil it docs not at al! distmh th e pretind..
e succensors of St. Peter to be in contrzdiction
with cach other.

To be conlinued.
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THE RAGGED CHILD AND THE WHITE
CLOVER:

A LESSON FOR THE COMPLAINING,

Tune beautiful and touching lcsson of contentmert
contaiving in the fullowing cxtract, is frcm the pen
of Mes, Child, the Editor of the Navional Anti-Sluve-
ry Standard.  Let the urcasy, the despording and
the eomplaining, read sr:d ponder it, and be haprys.
With all the evils ¢( life, the soureccs of cojoyment

ue.
wretched with all the vesoureces of happinere,

The celebrated  traveller, Park, was once raised
from despendency by an cceurrence equally trifling.
He had penetrated far into the interior ¢f Africa:
his focd was consumed, his strength exhausted, ard

arc infinite, ard to find them, we have orly 10 look :
around us sund within us, instead of looking beyerd
Weare peor in the midst ¢f cbondance, ard -

he alone s helay upon the grovnd, with solitnde and

: desolation on cvery side = giving himself up 10 despair,

he resigned himsedf 1o death. At that mon.ent his
cye chanced to fall upon a little moss, of cxquisiic
beauty, and the only furm of vegetable life far as the
cye could rench in that burning desert.  The theught
flashcd upon him, could Ged crcate 1hat beautiful
moss, nng take care of it in that dry ond sandy waste,
and give it such beanty, when there vas no eye to
admire ity and would he (orsake Ahim, his child, medc
in his own image, cxploring his works, ard destined
to immortality T It could not be. New strength
invigoratcd his limbs ; he arosc from the ground, and

not introdured into the relizions sorvices. One
of the missionarics, Cyrillus, even invenled a
Sluvonic alphabet, and teanslated the Bible into

rom the desert.

“ When the apirit i at war with its ootword envi- |

ronmept, becauss, it is not inwardly dwelling in

el R R Y e Tie

arsuing his journcy in corfidence in God, escaped -



