THE CANADTAN ATHLETIC NEWS.

OLD COUNTRY NOTES.

“(3y our own correspondent.)

It is with no little astonishment T learned that
an athletic: hation like Canada had no paper
of its own devoted to outdoor games, and that the
existed no medium in° the Dominion to record
doings of u sport loving community whose hardy
sons had obtained o fame and a pre-eminence in
outdvor exercises which has extended to the old
country. It is with feelings of pleasure that |
find myself associnted with the initiation of the
first athletie jonrnal ever published in Canada,

I feel sure it is only neeessary to flont such o
venture to conunand success.  ‘There are many
English, Scotel fd Irish who have sought and
found fortune in the more extended field offered
in the great Dominion, and to them as well as to
that targe majority of its inhabitants who I know
take u deep interest in sports, I shall in this
column address myself from week t week.

Old country sport is closely watched by thoese
whom destiny has foreed to leave their native land.
It will ba my aim to keep the renders of the
News well posted up in what tmnspives ot
heme, and in doing g0 I hope to muke this corner
of the paper both interesting und instraetive.
The field I have to traverse is 4 very wide one.
Each sport will be dealt. with in its season as
fully us the limited space at my  disposal will
alfow,

We are just now between seasons.  Foothall,
the one great national winter game is going ont
und erickety Inwn tennis, and athleties and other
summer pastimes coming in.. The past’ foothall
season has been'n most suceessful one.  In the
carly months of it there scemed every probability
that a mptare was immioent between the rival
associntions of Scotland. and  England over the
professional question, but by mutual forbemrance
on both sides, perhaps more so on the side of
Seotland than of England the breach was healed
at the last moment. . Scotland agreed to play
wgninst professionals by the advance of the Welsh
aud Trish Assvcintions.

The Rugby Unions too of the two countries
had been ut loggerheads for two years over a dis-»
puted try gained by England in the Diternational
Match of 1881, Through the intervention of
the Irish Union the matter was soldered up,
Scotland conceding the try and England agreecing
to the forinationof an Internation Bowrd at which
all the unions would have equal authority and to
whow disputes could be referred. When I osay
that the ¥nglish Union before this was considerdd
the sole authority on the Rugby game, much: was
gained by the establishment of such o Board.
Where discord reigned hurmony now prevails,
and no cloud disturbs the sevenibity of the home
foothall firmament.

P have alinded to the professional question in
its bearing to fuothall ; an explanation as to. the
status of paid players may perliaps not be without
interest.  Professional football players cannot
compete at any other sport as amateurs. That
has been aid down by the A, A AL of England,
hut mmateurs may play with or mgainst them
without infringing the rules of the AL A, AL On
the other hand, professionals at other games,
such as cricket, or professional « peds” may ply
footbull and do play football, but not Rugby foet-
ball, without payment, but that does not entitle
them to compete nt athletic sports or at amateur
games as amatenrs, A professional at any one
gume can never compete as an amateur in any
ather game except association foutball,

W. Gunn, the great Nott's County Cricketer be-
fore the legalisation’ of professional, played with
the Nott's Football Club.. So did Sherwin, another
Nott'’s County ericket professionnl, Gunn in 1884
formed one of the English team in the Inteér-

i

nuiionad Foothall: Mateh against Scotland..  He
was not then.a paid football player bat he is now,
Ferguson, who'in the early and more paliny days
of the famous Vale of Leven Club, one of its
best players wis a professional runner: Instances '
might: be multiplicd.” Professionnls may play -
with anmtenrs at foothall withont payment, but
that witl uot constituie them amatenrs.

The Athletie season was opened in Scotland
on April 17th, with the sports and promenade of
the West of Scotland €. C. This is usually one
of the best ns it is certainly one of the most
fashionable meetings in Scotlund, and is second
only to that of ldinburgh University. Several
ol Edinburgh  school-boys competed. AL 8.
Blair, the Oxford University sprinter who was
brought up at Loretto, won the quarter in 52.2-5
sees. on grass and the bundred in 10.2-3 sees.
A Gl G Ashier, amother Oxford and Loretto,
light, took the pole jump and evicket ball ;) J. W,

Parsons, Edinburgh  Wande and  Fetles,
carried off the high jomp at 5ft. 8in. and the
hurdles.  Parsons is the only man in Scotland

who ever clearul over 6ft. This be has done
several times.  The varions Edinburgh schools
have all held theiv anonal sports, includivg
Lorctto, Fettes, Merchiston and Watson's College.
Ieftes has produced aflyer in the person of D,
Landule, who van secongbto Blair in the guarier,
Leating several well-known first class men. J, J.
Smeaton, of Loretto, brother of the well-known
Academical foothaller and cricketer, Pat Smeaton
amd 1. AL M. Mills, of Fettes, made creditable
appearnnees as distanee runners.  C. Reid, the
Academical International foolladl player, put the
weight 40tt 3 inches,

The coming ericket season in England promises
to be n very busy one. An Anstralian team

visits us, and by-the time thisappears in Canada's

first national athletie journal the members of it
will have arrived.  'The opening game is to he
piayed as in (1884, at Sheffield Park, against
Lord Sheflield’s feam.  His Jordship is an cn-
thusj svicketer, and when I say he paid out
of hiz own pocket .£306 to Alf, Shaw, of Notts, to
coiteh his county for a season and also for a
handsome cup to be held each year by the hest
cricketer in the Sussex County BEleven; it will
be seen his enthusiasm takes o substantial shape.
Noune but tirst elass matches ave to be played by the
Australiznns during this tour. It is probable they

may play one game in Scotland, but no fixtarve ¢

has vet been made. A Parsee team of ericketers
from India, toar in England this summer, hut
their visit does not exeite much inte They
come to Scotland in July. [

Rowing ix just now in a moribund state. When
Todward Hanlan, and Prickett and Laycock the

“Australian were here the sport. was in its hey

diy. At that time the Britishers were all soundly
heaten, nud rowing bas practically been a dead
letter ever since and all attempts to galvanize it
have failed. -~ What the visit of Beach the
conqueror of the all conquering Hanlan may do
towirds resussitating the art remains to be seen.
Should Beach and Hanlan meet on the Thamnes,
which scems prohable, the thivd mee batween
these men will canse public interest to be again
dirccted to rowing. . At present we have no
British rower that could extend either “the
Australinn or Canadian, 1 shall have more to
sy on this matter in another letter,

1 suppose the fame of W, Anderson, or us his
friends delight ta call him, « Billy” Anderson of
the famous Queen’s Park Club, one of the best
dribblers that ever toed a football, hns extended
cven to Canada,  He is best known as the
“ Demon Dodger  His command over the ball
was really wonderful, and his tricky dodging
always created intense amusementand mnde him
n great favorite with the populace.  His partner

.on the right wing was Badie Fraser now poor

fellow no more, and it is admitted by everybody,
and that they stood alone as a combination.

~ Il

-or too,

Anderson has obtained a-luerative situation in

‘Montieal, and leaves for his new home in‘a week
He will, [ .am sure find many friends
there to welcome him, - He did not play football
lust seuson and is in consequence increased in

bolk. - He occasionally plays. with the junior.

tewms of the Q. P. just to keep his hand in.

ECHOES OF THE MIKADO.

Week 18th Jun. and 15th Feb.
BY AN ECSTATIC ECHOEIST.

Yust Yus has Come! Tf the first visit was
delightful, the second was doubly so, and fairly
turned the heads of all the men. (As we
are going to press the company is paying Mon-
treal a third one.). Staid married men, whose
conduect until that day had heen more than
perfect, were canght bumming sofily 1o them.
selves +hie's going to marry Yum Yum.” It was
horrific 1o hear such sentiments from such lips:
One began#to despair of the city. Duels all ronnd
were thick as sleighs in St James strest. Oné
challange that we were honored with, broke down:
beeause we claimed the choice of weapons and,
named ¥ cheap and chippy chopper” New
seenery, dresses, musie, everything, from Ko Ko's
sword (we beg his pardon, «Snicker snee™) to
Yum-Yum's fan, the three little maids who all
unwary, came from a ladie's Se-mi-na-ry,” as full
of Jnischief as a basket full of kittens, « How
do you do litile givls 7' How do you do little
irls?”  All was such o - change, such a
blessed  relief to the eye and ear; the
oftener you went the happier yon were.. Of
the gharms -of the music, and the  unusual
all round excellence of the performance, it is
now supertluovus to speak, so much has already
been said in their praise, and both are so well
known_to those who crowded «in millions” to
the Academy (admission by ladder to the roof,
«gvening dress not compulsory. ) The gloriously
joyous burst at the end of the: first act. «We
do not heed their dis-mal sound, for joy reigns
ev-rywhere around,” was enough to make a man
forget the most territic domestic eyelone,and send
him home singing “Oh so happy ! Luughing,
hit,. ha!” How charming was «Sing a merry
Madrigul,” you were oftt beneath the greenwood
tree in n moment. .

At first weimplicitly believed Ko Ko's assertion
that he know that «tit willow. tit willow tom
tit” intimately, but on thinking the matter
seriously over we are haunted with a horrid
dread he might Lreuk down under severe cross
examination. The Mikado may have had good
grounds for asserting that his daughter-in-taw
elect was #us tough as a bone, with a will of her
own” We dare not doubtit, for to doubt the
word of Mikado is, we presume, death. But after
her more than delicious singing of « Hearts do
not break,” you just frankly and freely forgive
Irer everything, and loved her for ever more.
O, Titipu, thon charmed city, why art thou so
far distant, and what, we wonder, is the fare ?
Space compels us most reluctantly to drop the
curtain on the many delightful memories of thix
talented company’s visits, and # With joyous
shout, and ringing cheer” to say. farewell.

Montreal Veterinary Gollege.

Jo=tablished 1866,

CLASSES OPEN 4#th OCTOBER.
Prospectus sent on application to
D. McEACHRAN, FRCV.S,

Prineipal,

¢ Union Avenue. Mounfreal,




