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LOVE Diving, ‘ tion of Chr—isl.v Uumnn learning w(‘Tl impraved insln;ments of music,”” &c.~~'T'he sequel s doubt- [ whijst by a degree of firmness, in abstinence from all y and Homily Sociely,” an excellent Clergyman,

O Love diving 1 eternal som o

Ofgoud to ma, | mark thy course,

o P markeit winy delight : 7

Fo Bethlehem Hollow tliee,

And there the wondrous babo'l see,
A cheering, glorious sight.

teaes thea thenee to Calvary,
Andthere the Muan of Rurrow'y see,
Hiy body bath* i Ul ;
Phestream 1 fflowed fiom ity sonree,
Nuw pours with o e “iatlesy furce,
A rapid, swelling floud,

Fes waters i and heal: bring,
They make the waste rejuien dd sing,
Theiv progress thus we tr ;
They poane their vietneg througlh the eartly,
They i) the worl with sierey tadl,
Al giadden ev'ry place.
Lo, 11, Cerus Wils i's Coltaction.
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THE SAVIOUR'S BIRTHLL

O strange eradle of that (rent King, which Lea-
ven izell miaht envy ! () Mviour, thou, that wer
Loth the maker and owner of bieaven, of et
couldst bave made theo palice without linids,
coulist have commanded thee nn empty 1oam in thase
houses which thy creatures b made.  Whep
thow didst but bid fhe angels void their first place,
they fell down flom heaven like lightning; wl
wheny in thy humbled estute, thon didst e say,
< Fam he,” who was able to spand before thee 2
How easy had it heen for thee to have made plaze
far thysell in the tisonrs of the stateliost coup !
Why wouldst thou be thus Fomely, bt (hat, by
cun!'cmnin;.: waorldiy glotivs, they mighiest teaely e
to contemn them ? thiat thoy wihilest sanclity po-
verty to them, whom thay calivvf.\'i. uato want gt
sinee thon, which hudst the choice of all cartily
conditions, wouldst be bnrn vt and dispived, {irose,
which must want out of necessity, mirgit ot think
their poverty grievous ?

Here was neither friond to entarlain nor sopvaat
1o attend, nor place whevein (o ba aliended . o'y
the poor heasts save \\';l}'_!u U": Coad of al! l:‘m‘ wotld.
Ttis the greatmysrery of wadiin s that ¥ God wag
wanifested inthe flash 'Y and @ st ol anecltty
bt here, which was the topof ull wondeis, the very
heasts might ses theic Maker.  For 1) £ spirits o
vee Gotl in the Hesby ot was nol so stmnn vis forths

“brate creatuies 1o see Wi, which wis the (5 of
spirits. ey that would be fed into the x\'u!fu;‘:}.fss
among wilil beasts to-be bempited, wonkd come into
the house of beasts to be b, that from {4 Lieisht
of his divine. glury his. lsuu.il'_:ﬁm.mighg b the
greater.” How ean we be abased low enonsh for
Ahee, O Saviour, that Last thus (ucgl»tc(}ml tiysels

That the visitation might “he Anzwerable (o the
‘homeliness of the phice,Tattentants, Provision; whe
abpeopsliaps
herds: 2 Ale kings of L. Ihorest it himae; and
lave o summaons (o attend i, “hy whism they
ony = Go [ hath “chosen’ the “weak thingy'of e

shall.comne to congralulite his birth,

e iticht——untnobse
manifestthelightof h
S OUBUT mean D¢
“from the best of our mercic

neNebnila s
5 yeas, thus fardost thai

Sy aail exalted them of Iow (‘I(-»._'rni‘k. R

"I these stiphends Bid bodi sitozivye i their beds,
‘they Fad no wore seen un;vl:‘, nor ,h»':n.rd Jews of
Stheir Saviour, than their neichbanrs ; Meir vigilaney
is Lonoured with {his heavealy vision, These,
which are industrious in any eatting, ure eapatlo of
farther Messines 3 whereas the jdle are it for noth-
10 hut temptation, . :

No less than a whele ehoir of amzels are worthy
tosing the hymm of “glory to God,** for the inears
nation of his Son : what Joy is enoush for s, whose
vature he took, and whom he canie to restore by his
incaration 7 I we had the tonguss of angels, we
could not raise this note high enough to tha praise
of our glorious Redecmer,

No soonerdo tie shopherds hear the news of a
Saviour, than they run to He(hluhc{:) to seek Nim,
"Those that Teft their beds to tead thejr flacks, leave
their flocks to inquire after their .\'zn'i.nur. _?\'u
earthly thing is too dear, to be forsuken for Christ,
Ifwe sulfer any worldly occasion to stay us from
Bethlehem, we care mora for our sheep than oar
souls, Itis nol possible that a faithful hcnrl_ shoull
hear where Christis, and not lubour to the sfqh_{. {o
the fruition, of him.  Where nn_llmu, () .‘,mn-mm,.
but at home in thine own house, in the niscm_bl.v ol
thy saints 7 Where art thou to be funnd, bat in thy
word and sacraunent ? Yea, there thou seekest for
us ¢ if there we haste not to seek for thee, we pre
worthy to want thee ; worlliy that our want of thee
here should malce us want the presence of thy face
for ever. ) ‘ .

The shepherds and the crib accorded well ; yet
even they saw nothing which they might nol'con-
femn : neither was there any of those shepherds,
that scemed not more Jike a king, than that King
whomn they came to see. . L

But O the divine majesty thal shined in (his base-
ness ! There lies the babe in the stable, erying in
the manger, \\'hom the angels came down from
heaven to procluim, whom the sages came from the
cast to adore, whom a heavenly star nolifies to the
world, that now men might see that heaven and
cavil serves him that neglected himself.

Those lights, that hang low, are not far seen ; hut
those which are high placed, are nqlp‘n!l_)' szemin the
temolest distances. ‘Thy light, 0 Saviour, was no
Teas (han heavenly.”  'The Jast saw .l!ml. which

lethlehem ‘might have seen. ()H-hnm.s, th_nse
which are nearest i place are farthest off in affpc.
tion. - Large objects, when they ure too close lo the
eye, o so overlill the sense, that they-are nol dis-

ed. . ‘ ) : _
c‘l"?\"imtnshmnc isthis (o Delhlehem ! The sages
' ' east o worship him, whom' that

The . Bethlehemites \'\'c’rc‘Jc\vsyi the wise men
Genliles. "This first_enlertainment of Christ was a
presage’ of -the sequel. The Genliles shall come,
from far to- adore. Christ, while  the Jews reject
himy. . L . - |

“T'hosa.easterlings . wore greal; searchers of the
depths of nalire ; professed philosuphers, .lbhemv
hath God singled vut to the hionour -aid manifesta-
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makes s capahle of divine. There
ledige whercof God is not the
never have besfowed

is no know-
author: he woull
any gift that should lead us
wway from himself.  [(is 7, ignorant conceit, that
inquiry into natyre should make men ntheistic, No
man is so apt to see he star of Christy as a ditigent
diseiple of philosophy.

Daubtless this lizht was visible unto
they followed it, which knew it had more than na-
ture. Jlo s truly wise, thatis wise for his own
soul. I these wise men had been acquainted with
all the other stars of heaven, and had not seen the
star of Chirist, they had had but lizht enough to lead
them into utter Jdarkness, Philosoply, without this
star, is hut the wisp of ersor,

Thesn sages were in o mean belwaen the anzels
ind the shepherds,  God wonldy in all the ranks of
inteiligont creatures, huve some Lo he wilnesses of
his Rop, ’

Fhe angels direct the shepherds s the siar uides
the sages’: the duller capacity hath (e more elopp
and powerfyl helps. The wisdam of ent gnoil Giod
Ireportions the means unto the disposition of ‘the
persons, -

Their astronamy had taught them (his slar was
nol ordinary, swehetlier in sighiy orin hrizhtaess, or
inmotisn, " "The eyes of nature might well see, that
Same stranege nows was portended to the world
by its bt that this star designed the Lirth of the
Messinh, there perdad ¥ubanother light. If the
star had not besides had e coimmentary of a reve-
lition from Giod, 3t el Lave lod the Wise tnen on-
Iy inloa fraitless woudler, Grant them to bo(he
wilipring of Balan, ye! the tiue prediction of hat
false prophet was not etough wurrant. If he told
them the Alessialy shoull ariso as aslar ent of Jy-
el he did net tell them that o star shonld arize far
from the Pesterity of Jicob, al the birh of the
Messiah. Mo that did pat that propheey into the
woathe of Balaam, did sl put this iHamination inte
e Breast of the sages, The Npirit of God is free to
hreathe whare Lie listell » o sany shall come from
P vast amd th west® to seek Chirist, whep « the
ehildren of the Kinedom shall be shaat oul.—Bishop
Hall's Coteaplalions.

more; ‘only

WORLDLY CONFORMITY,
Letter fram e late Sshep bl of L “icky (brfure
he b cae Nisiopi (o' a broh » Clergypaan.
My nEar Sin, :

Leannot remove frm (his place withont takinge
leave of you on pager, thowzh prevented fran doing
50 in jierson’s particulaly as L hive watters (o talk
abont, of no stight importance, and which have a¢-
casioned me no Lty thonght,, SRE I B
It has given me deep concern that you were “al
Mrsy w2 lall, - [ had indnlred expoctazions
foo sanguine, as:the event proves; that ¥ou pos

sullicient steadiness 2nd resolution; to dctiupon‘w

fral

€ know must e yourinward LconviéGon “respecling
! ; A «

h

“the'conymon! .flqnle(:lne_nls”(zf,Uu: world, i
galelie

incompatibility “of el tini laons

aware of as: [ean: possibly be. - For sueh -scenes
yowcan havemorelish: (hey must-be ' to you 1S 2
strangd and unnatural element. Wiy then should
oul sanction them’ hyyonr présencé 7 7 Why should
-you thus do-violened to Your principles:aid jour
feelings 2 And why thas cuntradicl, by your prac-
tied, withoyt even this shadow.‘of rittinnal induee-
ment, the general tenor of Your doctrine from the
pulpit ¢ Lo : g :

Perhaps, my dear Sir, ¥mt have nover distinetly
adverted 1o the fact, that what constitnted the es-
sealisl gnilt of jdolatry, in the earfier periods of the
wetldy is fully hinplied in attachment to the amuse-
ments of the present day. The grossest idolalry
did not more elfectually defraud the one true God
of the worship that.was due to Ilim, as a pravidey-
tal anid moral governor, than attachment (o such
amusements preclules devotedness of heart (o the
same gracions heing, as the souree and centre of al)
true huppiness.  This will appear upon very byjef
consideration. “That natural thjrst aflter some uy-
defined goad, that irksomeness of life, that craving
voild of souly under swhich hall the world is Jahouy-
ing, are all so_many indications that soncthing js
wanting, which the world cannot give 3 are all kind-
Ly meant Lo impel usto the biesse,] fountain of goml-
ness, of enjoyment, of full and canplete bliss,” Qy
the other hand, can it be doutied. that diversions
are the chiel engines of a linbolical counter scheme,
by which people are enabled, at least for o time, to
getridof themselves ; and are thus kept from ear-
nestly and devoted!y heteking themselves 1o Gad,
as their lizht, theirlife, amd (he very joy of thejr
heart 7 Now if these things be so, it inevitably
follows, that common amusements contain the very
essence of spiritual idotatry ; and, for my own part,
[ hiave no doubt that the great enemy can hardly be
more deeply gratified, or the inferests of his dark
kingdom mare 'usscminlly prometed,than when souls,
capable of God, are seduced to prop up a ¢ frajl and
foverish being®* by those wroetched shifts and expe-
dients, which are miscalled the innocent pleasures
of life.

Observe, that T presume not, in this
judge the mass of society.
tribunal it wust stand or fall.  Great multitwdes un-
uestionably err trongh ignarance 5 and as (od
mercifully winked at the gross idolatey of the Gen-
tiles, it is highly probable that he now winks at the
sultler idotatry of merc professing, or of imperfectly
informed Christians, It is however a most instrue-
five fact, that, against the idolatry of Ilis own
people—of those wha had heen taught to know,
and trained to adore him—1Iis denunciations and
inflictions were tremendously severe, A most in-
structive facl: for it fellows, by incvilahle eonse-
quence, that they who have boen brought within
the higher tnfluenees of Christinnity, cannol, with-
out deep- eriminality, and exireme hazard,” break
down the barriers between themselves and the world :
or in‘any degree countenance a system, which goes
to shut'out God from the hoar, S

What estimate the sacred writers formed of suel
enjoymentsas theworld delight in, it is ncedless
for me tostale. Lel me barely directyour attention
lo that passaze of Tsniah: % The barp and the
viol, .and the tabor “and ‘{he” pipey and wine,
Are i’ their feasts : but they regard not the work of

matter, (o
Before a far different

the Tord, ‘neither “consider *{he operation of ‘His|:

hands 1 ‘and that other of Amos, ¢ Phiey chaunt to
the sound of . the viol, - and invent lo themselves

less famitiar to your mind ; and it is awfullydecisive,

How difTerent the picture given by the last of the
prophets in that lovely passage, where he describes
the intercourse of good men, in times of public ca-
lamity s in times not unlike the present! & Theq
they that feared the Lord spake often one to an-
other; and the Lord hearkengd and heard it, and a
book of remembrance was wrillen before Him, for
them that feared the Lord, and that thought of his
name ; and they shall be mine, saith the Lord of
Hosts, in that day when I make up ny jewels.? It
would be trifling with a serious subject, to ask, is
this the manner gf communication that prevzils in
scenes af tumultuons gaicty 7 But, it may be fairly
ingnired, would not such conversation be incompa-
tible with the whole scope and character of these
assemblies 7 Nay, would it noly amidst such con-
comitants, be justly accounted at onee ridiculous and
piofane?” Can a Christian then (I use the term in
the highest and only adeqnate sensey—can a Chris-
tian céns'clenlly and eonscientiously frequent meet-
ings, which by their very nature exclude those tapics
which should be hahitwally present with us 3 and of
whicli we are not only to think, but also 1o speak,
“when we sit in he house, and when we walk by
the way; when we lie down, and when we rise
up 77

I'J'hus far T have merely considered (he cass of

; vith'
; (Ihrisi'iku~seriuushes§5y’ou should ’be ' atloast as well

should be ‘deeplyTaid 'e_'t'df_flié,a'r_t,”tkh‘atJhe mar

any serious Christian,  But hoy transcendant is the
onlization, how solemn the responsibility of a Chrig-
tian teacher ! When our Lord, in his divine sermon
exhotts his followers 1o ¢ enter in at the strait gate,”
he immefiataly subjoins this most siznificant warn-
ing: < Leware of false prophets ;? intimating what
ihe experivnee of ecighteen centuries has bat tao
ahundantly confirmed, that the most cflectual obsta-
clos in the way of strict religion, and the most dan-
Zerous sednetivesto a careless and secular mode of
living, would be furnished by the erroneous doctrine
and example of religions Instructors, The s wide
gate and the broad way,” may be fairly taken (o
signify, the way of the world, And sinee it is no-
torious, that tumultuous gaieties constitute the chief
oecupation of this frequented road, and are the
sreat allurements which induce multitudes to choose
it what ean be more emphatically the duly of a
Christian Minister, than to bear lestimony, at least
hy his awn undeviating example, against such anli-
spiritual pursuits?-Or how can he more fatally batray
the holy canse which he has been set apart selemnly
to defend, than hy a weak and dastardly compliance
With the ruinous practices of the world? I yse
strong lanzuage: I can employ o other to do com-
man-justice ‘to what T feel. ~ And L 'am “conscious
that my words fall infinitely short “of the mischief
which” they attémpt . to- describe. "If a clergyinan
were ‘o commit. some.‘flagitions enormity ;. if he

were {oforge a bank note; or o rob on the highway,

the saet ~thaugh™ more: atrocious, wonld he far less
prejadicial o Al _ Atue: religi
would:nof then be ¢ Lxemplar vitiis imitabil;

be stigmatized ; his life” wotild
faws of his country, bu_l;,Ch;is.,tigmit_y;wpul(
.ung'x‘xjm'«':d;angl;u}nbl'cnch‘ed 0n the: oth

a

ceibytiie more ciifying, the more-exemplary a minis’

teris, in all other respects, the more deadly will be
hiis éxample, if he should unhappilygiva courtenance
{o the pleasure-seeking prapensitics of the world,
The. thoraugh-paced volary. of amusement. wonl(
give  hitle for the lestimony of half a'score buck
Larsons : but a saber, serious, correc clergyman is
felt to be an invaloalble acquisition. - He will he
friumphantly quoted, as a model of unstarched, un-
canting,unfanatical religion. His very virtues will be
Jressed into the service of vice i his piety itselr will,
by aningenious but not wnusual arlifice, be employed
to raise recruits for the neyt canpaign of pleasure,
and to swell the muster-roll of dissipation. I do by
e means speak at random: these things I have
scen and heard, 1 myself have been assailed with
arguments drawn from the example of ¢ clereymen
who were al once good and pleasant ; whose zeal
and charity wera exemplary ; and yet they did not
scruple to promole the jnnogent gaieties of Iife ;**and
well do T know, that sucl specious examples have
decided many a wavering heart to choose this world
for its portion. This, indeed, is perfectly natural,
Suppose an amiable and rehigionsly disposed Young
person, for the first time in her life, introduced jntg
a hall-raom ; « half-pleased, and half-afrald 37 hesi-
fating between God and (lie world 5 now, resolving
fo withdraw from those vanities which at her hap-~
tsm she premised to Tenounce 5 now fempted o
mingle with the crowd, and to o like other people.
Suppose that, at this critical moment of sus ense,
she should spy ouly in the giddy throng, a clergy -
man; arespectable clergyman g a man heloved for
his virtues, and revered For his pietys—would not
this be decisive, would it not fatally turn the ba-
lance 7 1 must soherly pronounce, that, in suych
circumstances, the weight of such an example would
be next to irresistible i and it is easier to imagine,
than to state, how tremendous may be (he con-
Sequences in this life, and in that which is to come,

In these views T am by no means singalar, They
are entertained by some of the most judicious among
out common {iiends, They are the views, also, of
ourexcellent Diocesan,® and | had indulgad in g very
delizhiful hope, that they were becoming the views
sf many of our brother clerzymen in - hig diocese,
The trith is, Thad almost ventured o anticipate {he
growth and the diffusion of a higher principie than
cemmonly prevails evon in {ho religions world ; a
uzion of siriet spititual religion with® 5 rational and
samewhat philosophic temperament of ming 5 a sepa-
ration from the world mere complete’ because more
interior, more penetraljve because less palpsble,
thanhas been hitherlo attained by the mpst syste~
matic plans of external seclusion, In_ (hese latter,
there has everbeei g disposition, hy 2 deparlire from

the ordinary modes oflifey literally to cut offthe right’
hand,and pluck out the right eye’s whilst wey Ifond.”

ly hoped,wero, atleast,in progress towards a‘spiritual

-excision of whatever wag inconsistent with genttine

Christianity, By carrying common seuse, rationality,.
und discroet checrfu[ness, along “with us, Udid ex-
peet, that we ‘might, in time, recomimend serious
religion to the judgment and taste,' no- less than o

‘the ~hearts - and conscicices ‘of those around: us;

And g0 they continued to the end 3 .-Xr‘c.l‘\bishi')p‘
Brodrick saw, niud approved this lcttcr.", TV

clearly secular complitnices, a

the most rigu]secturlcs, we m
religionists that are unfriendly

These things, however, cannot he, il we

atom of our religions stricinesy
indifferent, it s, indeed, right
forin to the usages of civilizad
Christian charity require this

we may please onr brethren for their good, to edifi-
judicions and aminble conformity
e madelin Him who was our
But wherever conseience and re-
ligion are concerned, as they essentially are in this
roint of amusements, ourline of duty is clear and

cation; and of th
we have an exqui
great Fxample,

unequivocal : ¢ Come out fro;
separate,’ js the
real to yourself, whether in 1)

also the language of conscience, of feeling, and of

all thatis spiritoal witlin gs.

the case of all who stifle this voice is singularly

awful,

You, my dear Siry have heen settled In a neigh-
bourhood Where thers is muceh that is amiable and
In all the gentey there is a rexanl for
in some possibly there

respeclable.
religion
position 1o come within it

know not many spiietes in whicha few wise and

lanzuage of Serinture :
el n H H

t least equal to that of
ight put to silence  all
to our establishment.
yield one
- In matters decidedly
that we should can-
life. Good sense and
at our hands, Thos

who

frien

n among them—he ye
and I ap-
iis instance it is not

ame
laid
o

Ishallonly adil, that
you

plad
hiv,
is an incipient dis- | Will
higher influences, 1

with

Chureh

to the perishing I
respectable orders that come from it,—I must strive
to he content ; and if you will notlet me accompan

after

quoting something that Thad written, was  pleased
to preface it by (he remark,

"¢« The “worthy Doctor
of all the men 1 know who "are not of our
coines the nearest hoth ‘in doctrine ane
dship ta it.”" VWhen he had done, I arose,. and

after making an apolezy (which the company. were
pleased to receive with great tokens of
I took the liberty to
speak, in the Chureh, baplized
brought up in it, confirmed
tolie man, Dr.
wards of Norwich,, have held all my life " uninter-

rupted communion with jt, conscientiously believe

its doctrines, and have spoken and written in de~-
fence of it; and if, after ali, 1 ain not allowed to be

kindness),
observe, “I was born, so to
in -the  Churcl,
in it" by that most apos-
Sazot, theén Bishop of Liistol; after- -

mher of it, because, throngh necessiiy being
upon me, I preach Jesus and the resuirection
multitudes, without those most

to heaven, | will by the grace of Godl, follow
You, and hang upon yourskirts.”> © This sim-
eclaration left fow unaffected in alarge assem-
where there were many of the clergy. DMr.
wrforce, who was sitting beside (he chair, rose

up with even more than Lis nsnal animation, and

¢ winged words,” said, «Far from not ac-

pious clezpymen mixght be more usefully employed. !knowfcdzin;; our worlhy friend; far from not ac-

he cause of truc' relizion ;-for he:
] , tabi His
conduct: wou]}j be're robated ;: his “charaeter “wonld:
| be forfeited “to " the"

B .‘,. .
e 1mnno-;

Much might be done fo rais
much {oinfuse deeper prineipl

ple from ontward to inward religion. But it must be

evident,that sncl services can
clereymen who golo balls,
maintaining
schemes of

external decoru:
hencficencay, (i

gentry to disseminate the Seriplures, to circulate

religious tracts, to establish sc
institute family prayer. ' Bu
clergymen wha go to balls ea
them, and cannot leave
gion of the heart. Those
know nothing of this high

they, possibly, may lake the
without gither making themse
any ohject they can puisue,

any devree, called to officiate
this Holy of Holies, shoulil he
lousy, " that they lose not 1

that they swerve not .an inch from their peculiar
and appropriate calling ; 'Y

world,*?

ness 72

- On the . whole, -my advice to you isy :to accept,
with cheerfulness; the civilities of ithe iswrrounding
gentry s but always within; certain limits.:.
on any account, {o go where, .amusement: is'the:

avowed ostensible purpose of-
ala place where You may be
sleep, ¢ards or dancing shéuli
Ahat, in sych things, you fro

In afamily-circle; of where:

proper’ mode of ‘maintaining " t
conceive it to'be our duly-to b
tertaining as we can 3 always
our powers of pleasing subsery
pose. " By judicious manag
render deep’ truth altractive

engage pieople {0 become pious, through the medium

of taste itself, and on the pri

But T fecl that I have enlar
You will receive what I hay
saying,
wellare,

young, and not very experienc
what more advanced than you

which, in similar circumstances, { shoyld thankfully
If it prove of any service, | shall be daep.
Iy gratified 5 for then my purpose will be effectually

reccive.

answered,

DR. CLARKE AND THE
LOXNDON.

My Lord,—1 humbly beg y
ance af the volumes of
pany this nota, 3
pudlished, thongh the substa:

preached at various times thrangh the now unjted

empire, and the Norman a
Whatever may be their merjt

strueted after the cotmmon manner of sermons, It

has ever been my aim, bo

wriling, to endeavour to explain the

that by this method [ might at
of the things of Goy.

where the
molios lo sermons, in which
maxims of general morality,
explained. Tosecure the ong

[ have oftan hoen obliged to call (he atlention of
the people not oaly to the literal Meaning of several

exatie words, but also to the §
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