Bone Crushing,
Poixt Levy, 6th April, 1836,
Tsaac R. Tlekart, Esq., Quebec,
Secretary, Q. C. AL S,

DDEAR Sir.—By an advertiseinent in some |

of the public papers I am glad to see that
the Quebec County Agricultural Society
offers a premium to any person who will
establish a bone crushing mill. 1 have
often thought that such a thing was wanted
i this neighhourhood. for T am well aware
of the geod effects of crushed bones as a

manure, having tried them here 30 years |

ago, under very unfavorable circumstances,
having no other way of crushing them than
with hamers on a large stone.  Of course
the work was but very imperfuctly done, not-
withstanding which the result was such as to
show to my satisfaction that/crushed bones
are an excellent manure. Where T had
applied them the spot was remarkable for

many years by its superior greenness, &e. |

To derive the greatest advuntage from
bones, they should ie ground to such a pow-
der as to be sown along with or at the same
time with turnip seed, &c.  And they would
be a «ubstitute in some measure for that

i

fashionable wanure, Guano, which is not

likely to be had here at reasonable prices.

As T have always been an aidvocate for |
Railways and Vurnpike roads being aware .
of the immense advantage they are to any :

connt:y, ond secing that the great obstacle
to thow working el in this counlry is the
coiicction oi denited snow In the deep culs
which it is necessary to make where the
road passes through high grounds.  Nov
obviate this 1 would suggest planting, in a
proper manncr, such trees as were best
adaj ted to the eronrd, a certain breadth, say
an acre, less or more, according 1o eircum-
stances, ou cach side such deep cuts, extend-
sowewhat farther at each ewd. By which
weans, in the course of a few years, the

Railway would be so protected from drifts :

of snow that the ovdinary suow plough would
pml»:-b]y be sullicient to keep the way clear
even in deep cuts.

As you are more acquainted at head
quarters than T am, T tuke the liberty to lct
you know my ideus on this subject, which

Now to .

|
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might be taken to prevent or check this evil, |

but the destruction still goes on, as if it was
desirable that we should not leave a veslige
of the fine forest trees that covered the lands
of Canada, or plant any othersin their place,

!
I

v

The total destruction of trees where settle~ '

ments 2re¥being made is attempted to be
justified, in consequence of the difficulty of
preserving trees when clearing land, and jt is
urged also that the trees that are leit inter-

fere with the cultivation of the soil.

There |

may be some foundation for these objections ; |
but T think it would be quite possible to
overcome them,so far as preserving some of '
the trees, by selecting those that have the '
deepest roots in the soil, in situations where

they are not so much crowded, removing all

the underwood, and thinning the large trees

out to a cerfain extent. There may be
trouble in saving the trees when the fire goes
over the land, but nevertheless some may be
preserved from injury. More trees might
be left than would be necessary, and then if
some were injured by the fire, a suflicient
munber might remain safe,  The best vori-
eties to Jeave as scatiered trees, for shelter,
ornement, aud for use. are the e!m, hirch,

i

11

fences, and the absence of a due proportion
of trees is a great disfigurement to the land-
scape in Lower Canada. Trees of almost
every variety were the natural growth or
production of this country, from the lowest
valley to the summit of the highest moun-
tains, and T feel persuaded that it must have
an injurious tendency to strip the land at
once of all these trees, particulurly where
the summers are so hot, and the winters so
cold. There is no doubt that the destruc-
tion of the trees in other countries has been
found to be very injurious generally, and T
fear it will have the same eifect here, if we
go on cutting down every tree, and not
planting any.  In many parts of L, Canada,
where there is not a tree left standing, 1
have no hesitation in saying that the land

* suffers in consequence, and also the live stock

: pastured in Summer upon this vaked and un-

I

beeeh, maple, hickory, ash, butternut, and

perhiaps the oak. Soft woods tree, if pre-

served, must be lelt in clumps, or groves, as

they will not stand alone, if of large size.
The cedar, or pine species. left in clumps or
groves, are very ornamental in the landscape,
and may pay well for the land they occupy.
Iy circumstances should not admit the pre-

servation of some of the original trees of the |

forest, when clearing land for cultivation,
trees should be planted at once, and [ have
no doubt they would pay for the land they
occupy.  Young trees of thriving appear-

carefully planted, they will grow very rapid-
ly. There is an advantage in planting—
that the trees may be placed in the most
eligible situations, wiere they will answer
the best purpose, and be of the least injury.
On an average, one hundred square yards
would be amply sufficient space to estimate
for each tree, until they would attain the age

©of thirty or forty years; hence, the use of

can do no harm, and might be of very great .

importance to stockholders and the publiz
generally,
Your huwble servant.
Cuarrtzs ROBERTSON.

0

Arriesiiore in Lower {anady,
. TRIES.
There is one more defect connected with

{ replaced by planting other trees.

the managemeat of land in Canada, which I’

must not omit,—that is, the almost total

destruction, when cleuring land, of every tree |

that grows upon it, and the general neglect
to plant any other trees, either for shelter or
ornament, or for the use of the farm. I
have frequently endeavored to attract atten-
tion to this subject, in order that some steps

ouly one acre of Jand would be lost for
thirty-six trees, and if these trees were of
a useful description, they would, perhaps, pay
as well, when at g good size, for the land
they occupied, as any other portion of the

land, besides the sheiter and ornament they !

afforded for 0 many years. They might, if

|

sheltered land. I donotadvocate too much
shelter upon our arable land, because T be-
lieve it would be injurious to our crops of
grain, but to a reasonable extent, trees an
shelter judiciously provided, are absolutely
necessary in Canada. Inthe Mother Coun-
try, live fences and trees prevail so much in
some situations, that agriculturalists compladin
that they are injurious, but rhiefly in conse-
quence of their being a protection to game.
In this country, shelter is more necessary,
and we have not the trespass of game to
apprebend.  Doubtless, we cannot have
the land which imimediately surrounds 2 large
tree very productive of either grain, grass
or vegetables, but if all the remainder of
the farm is well cultivated, except that part
occupied by beautiful trees, left for shelter
and ornament, we mialit very well afford to

{ forego the crop that would be produced
ance may be taken from the forest, and, if |

cut down for wnv purpose o:castonally, Le |

I' bave
scen trees planted alone in good soil attain a
very considerable size in thirty years, [y
Britain, trees are planted for profit, and
were cousideyed to pay well for the land, if
parties could only wait to allow them to at-
tain a good size.  But, apart from all con-
sideration of actual proflt, the rural popula~

" tion have an interest in maintaining the

beauty of the landscape, and it is impossible
to do so without a due proportion of trees.
The long, straight lines of dead wooden

where these trees stand. T believe I am
pertectly justified in stating, that a farm of
two hundred acres, with a sufficient numher
of trees, judiciously placed, for shelter and
ornament, would be more productive of
grass, erain. and vegetables, for man and his
live stock, than the same farm would be, if
it had not a tree upon it. Jt may be very
desirable to subdue the forests, and settle
the country with industrious inlahitants, but
the utter destruction of all the trees is not
necessary to the accomplishment of tlis oh-
ject. On the contrary, {his object may be
better attained by preserving some of the
forest, or by planting other trees to the
necessary extent, in place of those we cut
down and destroy. I'lis subject is of sufii-
cient importance to entitle it to the scrious
attention of our TLegislators. "There is al-
ready sufficient proof of the injurious cflects
produced hy depriving the land of every tree
that grew upon it. Itis better to inquire
into the subject in time, while a remedy is
in our power, than to wait until the matter
is forced upon our attention by the manifest
deterioration of the land in consequence of
the destruction of the forest, and the want of
trees and shelter. Any observing person,
making a tour in the country in summer, will
liave noticed how animals appear to enjoy



