the largeft .merchant (hips,
"Richmond Hill ; but ay the waser,

Lehe_r; fron Governcr Phillip to Lord Sydiey.

The breadth of this river, named the
Hawkefbuery, i< from -three hundred to

_eight hundred feet; and it appears, from

the foundings we had, to be navigabhle, for
to the toot of

the head of the m'cr, fometimes fer:, af.
tetvery heavy rains, thirty fect above its

common level, it would not be fafe for.

fips to gofar up; buc fiftesn or twenty
miles ‘below Richmond Hill' they weuld
lic in freth water, and “perfedly fafe. |
fpeak of Richmond Hall as bring the head
of theriver, itthere yrowmg very thailow,
and dividing into two bkranches. :

The high rocky country whith form,
Broken Bay, is \oﬂ 2% you preerec up the
Hawkefbury ; and thy bank: o: the river
zre there covered with timher; thie foil a
light rich mould; and, jud...nz from what.

we faw of the country, 1 (h -ula fuppolt.it

gbod land to 2 very coT8cesable extent.
The other branches of freth water are
fhoal, but probably run wany miles fuc-
thtr into the country than w.¢ could trace
them i our bosts. On thefz rivers we
faw great numbers of wild ducks, and
fome black fwans: anc on the banks of
the Hawkefbury feveral lecoys werc fet
by the natives, to catgh quaits,
Richmond Hill (nczr the foot.cf which

a fall’'of water prevented our proceeding

further.with the boats, is tte fouthern cx-
treinity of a range of hills, which runm—zg
tc the northward, mott probably jomm tw

rmountains that fie nearly paralel to the
coalt, from filty to (xcy miles intand. The
foil ol'R chmond Hill is good, and ‘it lies
well for cultivation.  CGur profpect from
the hill was very exteptive to the fouth-
ward and eaftward; the country appear-
ing, from the beight on which we were, a
level covered with timber. There is a
of fix or feven. miles hetween Richmond
Hill, and a bieak in the mouhtains, which
f..pnratcs Lanfdown and Carmarthen Hills;

“2nd in this lat | fuppofe the Haw nd‘oury

continues its courfe, bpt which conid not
be Teen for the timber, that, with very few
cxccpnons . covers Lhe cauntry V'":LJ aver
the foil is good.

S The, fettlement mady at l‘uu ]a...klon
near the head of the baibour (Rofe Hil)
very tull} anf{wers my exp seations the
foil is uxceedingly good, hE:S well for culti-
vation, and is .well watered, Twenry

miles to the fouthward” there isa confider. ”
able river, the fource of’ which I fuppoft
. to be zt-1hic foot of “the mouantain,
}'—.bmks of this .‘vcr‘, \Vﬂlwh mafl piobably
~'¢.myncs itfeifl .ino the na?neﬂ)u;y, ars

‘The

f
,

near,

flat.

_t'ers who may be fent out ;

- tuatien to fupgport mn.m((,lw.s
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hizh, the foil a good light mould, and co-
vered with trees,’ 'lm. waod of fome of
the trees is very high @ they are about the
fize of large walnut trces, which they re-
femble : they thed: their leaves, and bear
2 fmall fruit, which is faid to be very -
whofefome,  This river likewife rifes 30
feet aboveits common level.  Itis, 28 far .
as 1 have feen it, from three hundred to |
four hundred fzet in breaath, I namad it
the Nepean; and its fource will be traced
in the courfe of the winter. From its
banks 1 hope to reach the mountains,
which lias been attepaped by aparty, who
craficd the river; bur, aiter the firfl day’s
journey, they mi=t with fuch a conflant
fucceffion of deep ravines, “the fides of
which were trequently inacceffible, that
they rzturned, nct having been able to
proceed above fifteen miles in five days.
When they turned back, they fuppofed
themifelves to be twelve miles from the
foot ¢t the mountains. -

As the lund, for feveral miles to xhe
fouthwad, and twenty milés to the eaft-
ward, of Rofe Hill (thatis, to the banks -
of the Nrpean) is as fineland for tillage
3s moil in England (fome fzw fpots ex-
cepied, the foif of which is poor, 2nd bears

. a veryfmall praportion to thg good Jand)

1 ;,mpofc that tradt of land for thefe fet.
and :hough~
they will'be pliced at fome diftance from -
euch other, for the cenvenience of water, -
from one to thres or four miles, they will
have nothing to apprehend from the na-
tives, who aveid theis parts we mott fre-
quenty'and always retire ac the fight of -

_two or three p.oplc who are armed..

Az the labour of clearing the ground of
timber will be great, I think each fettler
(hould not have lefs than twenty men on
his own farm, which’l {eppofe to be from .
five bundied to one thoufand acres, It
will be ‘necellary to give - that numbcr of
convifls 1o thofe. fettiers who come out,
and to fupport them for two- years from

he public ttores.  In that time, if they
are at ali induilrious, mc) will Bsina fi. .
and I.da
not think they ‘weuld be able o do i lefs

The great advantage of fo.nolle a river, " time. At the expiration of the 120 yERrs, S
avhen a fertdemene can be nisac on its they oy vetura halt the conwc}althcy
b.mln, will be obvicus to you. Lorr"hap huve been allowed, and want- no fun‘n,r )

ftom guvcrnmcm.
¢ may be necrtlary to grant Yands to o!-
ﬁ\.cn, and foldiers, who, Lecoming feitlsrs,

~will, of courfe, be entided to every Tndul

gence ; but tew of the officers now. bére

havc reaped any good 'dvantAse from be- -

mg alfowed conviéts ; i ahd’ic is attended’
with wvnavoidable mconvc’ucnces, from
the canvilts being left fo. moth’ to thema :
felves, and from ihmr m\xmg with the:
o foidlcrs



