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THE STUDY OF THE PIANO.

I'he study of the piuno has hecome so univer:
sl that to ‘! Jearn muzic ™ is to learn the piuno.
Fushion, the desire to utilize. this fie piece of
furniture, 50 elegant und so indispensable, and
the smull satisfaction of heing spoken of by
one's near friends as an "cxcv:huut wusician,”
a satisfaction’ which Tuvours more particularly a
,,lmcios of;gompositi(_m viny of execution, and as
rapid a4 i is showy, have urgad the young people
of the day “inte the pleasant road of piano-ism
{ peanatige. ) .

So, through  the instrumentality of mediocre
compasers ad musical ndventurers, the instru-
ment which his most contributed to the progress
sof wusical art and, by its nunberless ;ner(lcclions,
produced 50 swany worthy and accomplished
virtuosos, is ulso the one which has most et
verted the popular taste by becoming so eusily
aeviasible to the vein or shallow ninded ama-
teur. These latter succead so well, that on their
miserable ),-:w'fo'nunm:e of one of these composi-
tions in which weaningless formudus take the
plave of ideas, they cover “the plggdarisms and
inelegant phrages with the lvml predal, und the
fistener astonishied by so much noise, declares
that ke can umlerstand nothing but that it
ought to be viry beautifal £

The tine was, when a variation of Mozart, a
sonata of Steibelt or w gavotte of Handel, formed

the ehief musical uttraction of the drawing room .

but now mexningless noise and ineohierency have
replaced all these, and if an artist without the
fear of mun befors his eves (and, happily, we
still eet. sueh an oue, ovcastonally,) Sms the
cottage 1o ventare upon un wdagio of Beethoven
ur ane of these poctic works of Chopin or Men-
delessohn, he may be sure before-hand that the
most Tesutiful sd expaessive phi of these
wifted composers will  puss anperceived and
uuappreciated, i, indeed, they do not weary the
vieeptioual istener whose paliteness han pre.
vented hdur from Joining i the gencral evnver-
sation.

The idea generally entertained, that the odu-
cation of & young ludy is not complets without
wasic (and why musie mor thanany other art )
hes snore than any othier thing, Ll Lo the study
of the plano by individuals with neither taste
nor aptitudy fordt. To be a pdunist requires o
qwi.\l arganiam, beeaitse toa correct ear apd a
proper sense of rhythin, guadities which every
vnie hnows are indispensable to a musician, must
o wdded a hand both snpple and well propor-
tdeaemb-natural gifts which judiclins tmintng and
int-Higent Lubovr will inerease and develop, but
whivhi can never be entively supplied.

Lo Wisaful ignorance of all this, however, the
voung lady commences her lessans on the piang,
with Bittle or ne aptitusle for it, und  probably
upon an indrument, 3f not detestable, atany
rate unfayuurable fora continttous and conseien-
dions course of study, taking in turn halfadozen
different sasters, upon whom iu suecession she
rests the pesponsibiiny of her lack of progress,
never for an instant dreaming that the s
way be with herself.

Whewa professor, jealous of his reputation,
has sucvveded Iy acquainting the parents of the
pupil af some of her deficieneies without wound-
g oo muvh the parental pride, he certainly
vapnot blatos Limself if, notwithstanding. all,
they still persist in hix continuing his instrue-
tians ¢ st he will do so all the wore willingly
now thiat e has pelieved himself, in advauce,
of & somewhnt onerous responsibility.

But wore frequently the parents  entertain
tofty and iltusory idess of the wonderful wusi-
val talent of the child, and eagerly point cut to
the professor, cortain” indications of talent as
deceptive ss they are unreal, and of which they
consitute themselvey the sole judges,

After suverl lessons, however, the professor
often discovers that he has on his hnm{s only a
hittle dupee upon whon he i wasting both his
time and his pains.  He has pow before him the
delicate . alternative of respecting the !mn'uwl
suseeptibility by maintaining a striet silence on
the subject, ur 16 express frankly the uselesuness
of his instruction, and by o doing make for him-
sedf enemivs who, instead of estecming him more
for his serupulous delicaey, ‘only deery him on
every possible oocasion.  Would it not” be wiser
aud more just on the part of ‘such parents to
vonsult the professor, after u suflicient proof of
hiz vight to their confidence, a8 to the musical
ability and talent of their child ¢

| Lave awhrendy spoken of a bad pinno.  Its in-
thieres upon the progress of the pupil seems ge-
verally 0" be completely ignored. How wmany
papils, bighly gifted; by uature, have obtained
nh{y inditferent success for  luek of a suitable
instrinentt How many have developed vuly an
unspeakable disgust for an art of \\‘fmsn charms
thiy have neyver even caught the ' first glimpuee,
because they are forved 1o toil ata piano either
ol wud discordant, without vibration, the action
heavy und unequad, or else one of those instru-
ments loud and clanging i tone, with hand.
somely ornmmented ease and @above- all) cheap

&£

in. price; but whose poory, Wretshed action stitled
the rising artist.? What taste’ or enthusiasm:

voulil ‘such an - tnstrument ever - inspire, wpon
which it would be utterly " impossible to render
woperly those light and:deliente slindes, those
eaitiful - singing phrases. with- which oll the
woirks-of the great ouasters abound, and which
tinil such ensy mnd delightful expression upon
suel instrunents, for uxnmplv, na o U Steinway”
or wgood ** Clickering.™ Whatever nuy be suid,
it is particularly at the commencement of the
stindy of the piano that @ good instrument is the
maost important, - An agreeable tone will compen-

3

sate the young student for the monotony of the
rudimentary exercises, by contributing to develop
his nutural taste, and an easy and sympathetic
action will secure for him, if he is well taught
aud has a flexible hand, a good quality of tone
and an - elastic and in some degree intelligent
touch. ~An inferior piano, on the contrary, by
inspiring in him a distaste for an art whose least
attruetive side has been presented to him, will
destroy the slightest taste for music, and he will
coutriet a faulty tecknique which he will never
be able to correct.

Ourave PELLETIER.

PERFORMANCE OF THE MESSIAI,
AT TORONTO.

. We extract the following account of this mu-

sical event from the Mail.~—The Philharmonic
Society of Toronto gave a performance of *“ The
Messinh " ut the Grand Opera House, which was
erowded from parquette to gallery. The soloists
were Mrs. Granger Dow (soprane), Mr. Simpson
(tenor), and Mr. Fgan (hass).  Our loeal talent
wid represented by Mr. Wright, the Misses
Dexterand Miss Madison. The orchestra was
supplemented by Emnil Wahle's bend sand Mrs.
Morrison’s orchestra. 1t is not our intention to
give any detailed notive of the performance, for
the reason that it was the least satisfactory of
any that hes been given under the reqime of Mr.
Torrington,  This was owing to no fault of the
energetic conduetr, or to any unusual short.
somings on the part of the wmembers of the So-
ciety.  Admirably suited as in the Grand Opera
Haouse in muny respects for these representations,
1L wats apparent that its scoustical peculiarities
had bailled the culenlations of those gentlemen
who hal made the uecessary arrangements for
the disposition of the choruses and orchestra.
The chorus singing is generally the best feature
of the performunces of the Society, but last night
there was an obvious falling off in effect. The
outlines of the choral numbers were in many
cases blurred or indistinet ; the sound of certain
of the voeal sections appetred  to rexch the au-
divnee separately  instead of simultancously,
while iu the urchestra, many of the instruments
wene inaudible, and others were by comparison
too praminent. The orchestral prelude with the
striking fugue that follows weve, however, ren-
drered very fairly, and the effect of the Pastoral
Symphony was pleasing.  Of the choruses, the
*Hallelujah,” and ** He Trusted in God ” were
suny the most effiviently, and were among the
numbers that gave unusual satisfaction. The
choruses in the first part of the Oratorio were
mther unsteady, but this was doubtless owing to
the singers being bewildered by the acoustics of
the house. Mr, Simpson, who possesses a tenor
voice of fine quality, was the most successful of
the soloists. hu interpreted the recitative <“Com-
fort ye,” ard the succeeding eria ** Every val-
fey.” in wmost finished amd artistic manner, and
threw grest expression into his singing of ** Be-
hold and "und the preceding recitative.
The few liberties he took with the score must of
courseé be condemned, - Mrs, Granger Dow sang
in her usual plensing manner, but having heard
her on previous cccasions in wusic of a lighter
character, we are convinved that her forte does
not lie inoratorio. In theair, * Rejoice greatly,”
the lady introduced a shake that was not in the
score, and which was decidedly ant of tupe,thus
illustrating the danger of taking sueh licences.
Mrs. Pieton Osler gave 0 thou that tellest,™
and her effort seerned to gain the approval of the
audience. Mr. Egmn, as principal bass, sang very
fairly, and far more conscientiously than on the
occasion of the produetion of the *‘ Creation™ at
the Music Hall.  The Misses Dexter and Miss
Madison, as representatives of our amateur ta-
lent, acquitted themselves in u manner that ex-
cited some degree of pleasant surprise, and ealled
forth great applause.  Mr. Wright did his best
with Sxe aria. ** But who may abide,” snd the
recitative, ** Thus saith the Lord,” butit was
regretted that he was totally unequal to the oc-
casion, and sang painfully out of tune, The sec-
cond ‘part_of the oratorio was concluded by eleven
o'clock, and we understand that the third part
was very creditably sustained. it is believed that
at the next concert given by this Seciety at the
Opera House, a sufficient arrangement will be
adopted in regard to. the orchestra- and chorus
which will be produetive of happier results.

PERE LA CHAISE.

Pere-la-Chaise is the necropolis of illustrious
personages. Moliere and La Fontaine's tombs are
situated- in a little: ganlen, which has been
brushed up for the occasion ; a crown of hoxleaves
livs on ‘\&ulivrc's sarcophagus.  In the ehpel-
vault of the Raspail tamily twa slabs are placed,
with a pioce of u‘mlk for visitors to inscribe their
namies ;- Seribe’s tomb s negloctad, though his
wife s living and very rich ; ex-Minister Walews-
ki has eight wax. tapers burning, illuminacions in
honor of the dead. - Casimir-Pevier ‘has neither
flowers nor ¢rowns 3 he was the Thiess of France
over forty years ago. ~Heloise and Abelard: are
surroundod by visitors, all young and certainly

1lovers ; Alfred de Musset has a lyre of blue pearls ;

Aimée Desclée is as forgotten us if Parisians did
not still sincerely regret their pot actress ;. Fre-
deric Soulie has at last u tomb, after twenty-seven
vears of expectation. - How patient are the dead !
Do Balzae has a pretty - metal crown, lying on-a

elosed book bearing the title, ** Human Comedy ;"

‘Talma has an elegant crown of crape, ornamented
with pearls, and "Allan Kardee, the founder of
spiritualism in France, is covered with a profu-
sion of flowers that must impede his appearance
at any spiritualistic seance ; the interior of Ros-
#ini's chapel is strewn with flowers, and two enor-
mous natural laurel crowns hang from the bronze
torches which ormament the entrance ; Auber
rernming in a temporary vault, with a dozen other
persons, awaiting « definite resting-place. = The
Communist Flourens has a tiny bouquet of - im-
mortelles with pansies—truly for thoughts, but
sl ones, The immense fosse commune, where
the Federals were buried pell-mell, is guarded by
soldiers ; a few red immortelles have been depo-
sited on the mound.

VARIETIES

Tur Emperor Willinm found everything too
dear for him st the Bayreuth Bazawr in Berlin, and
turnid yway with the remurk that be really could not
ufford to pay kuch prices,

WaeN Thomas Carlyle read Professor Tyn-
dull’s Belfust Address, he threw it aside with emphatic

contempt, knying, 1 is a philosophy it for doys, not
fur men.”

Tue venerable office of tipstaff exists no louger
in the English Court of Exchequer, The Jast tipstafl
died the other day, snd the Lord Chief Baron decided
not to appoiot any body in his place. §o go the old land-
marks one by one.

Wi liave heard of a certain exporter who made
a lirge sum of money when all his rivals in trade were
complaining of dull times, simply becavse be bad packed
his goorls in u convenient and sttractive form ;  and ope
may well believe the story, -

TriErs was recently paid a particular hononr
by some gamins who made 4 snow statue of him eppo-
xite his house, and crowned it with a white paper hat on
which were inscribed the figures for five milliards, the
amouut of the ramson.

Mre. Horyax Hu st hasrecently been engaged
in painting & portrait of his sun. The child is represented
on his return from s suceessful bird's nesting expedition.
He is accompanied by a couple of Pomernnian dogs.  As
one leaps np to him. the boys throws himself back,
Inughing wildly, and holding ont the nest jo triumph,

br is fact well established by statistics that
nbout 104 or 105 boys are born tu every 1) girly, yetat
maturity the girls almost invariably out.nunnber the
boys. A larger number of boys die than giris. Thisls a
doubtless owing to the fact that the hoys are more ex-
poked to inclement weuther, contagious discases, apd ue-
cidents,

Mark Twain says :—*“If you neglect to edu-
cute the mind of a woman by the speculative ditliculties
which ocear in literature, it ean never be edueated at all.
If you do not eflectunlly rouse it by edncation it must
remain for ever Janguid. Uneducuted men may escape
intellectunl degradation, uveducnted women caspot”
Mark talks of what he knows.

AccarvING o the London Dircetory the miost
common natnes are ax follows: nith, 19 columos;
Jones, 9: Brown, €, Williama, 63 ; Johnson, 54: Clark,
Diavis, and White, 5; Wood and Hurris, 43 : Evans,
Green, Roberts, and Robinson. 4, Upan comparing these
with the London Directory of thirty years since. in each
cnse the numbers now are about doubled, showing the
rapid growth of the family of Smith. Brown, and Joues,

Basy-suows are believed to be an American
fnvention. but it was left to Austria to get up 4 nose
show. Eighty persour we are told, competad for the
prize offered for the most extravrdivary nasil prowinence
iu form, slze .od colour, The jury devided ihut only
three out of the whole could be sdmitted to compete tur
the prize, which was fivally  adjudged to a cumpetitor
from Vienna, possessed of what is stated to be ** a gigan-
tic nuse, of a deep violet-blue.”

SEVERAL journals have stated that the cele-
brated ** Violin Player,” 4y Raphael, hus been lust, but
the fact i that it hax nev%ieﬁ Rume, though the pablic
are not allowed to see it Bristeported that it will ere
long be sold wlong with a Tew paintings forming the col-
lection of the Sciarra Palace, ‘This notice we tiope will

‘not be lost sight_of by the authorities of the National
Gallery, Mr, Disraeli will vot turn 8 deaf ear, we are
certain, 10 any proposst in moderation.

Tue Polish inhabitants of the Grand Duchy of
Posen find themselves in” ruther an uneuviable position.
1t would seem that these benighted beiugs, like the Da.
nes of Schleswiy, or the French of Alsice and Lorraine,
have been indufgiug in dreams reganling what ix called
the principle of nationalities, This prineiple, according
to the new law of nations, is exclugively German, and
does not concern aoy other natiou whatsoever. For some
time past the Polish language hag been excluded in
Prussing Polaod from the luw  courts and all public ot
ces, German being substitunted iv its place.  The Polish
language is likewlse exeluded from the principal educa-
tional establishments. :

AUTOGRAPH mania is as tierce as ever in-Paris,
and the merest serap of the handwriting of 8 celebrity
commands &n extravagant price. At o recent sule of aun-
tographs an historical - sketeh ' by Bossuet was sold for
£15 158, 1 two letters from Leibnitz, relating respectively
to the Couneils nt Ble and Trent, fetehed £7 and 29
aun epistle of Louis XV] to the Uomte de Broglie brought
£6 15x., and one from Mirabean £2 10s, . Tolking of an:
tographs, the celebrnted  American actress, Chatlotte
Coshman, has been sellivg her autograph at o shilling
u piece, the procends being deveted 10 a New York cha-
rity,  Might not some of our celebrities follow her ex-
amplet : .

A Lecacy or War.—Iu the United States
at the end of the last fisesl year, on the J0th of June,
1874, there were 102,457 nrmy Invalid peusioners on the
pension roll; receiving 10,008,377 dollars & yenur : 107,510
army widows and dispenduent relatives, yeceiving 13,337+
106 dollars; 1,531 navy iuvalid pensioners, and 1,785
widows nnd relatives : 17,620 pensioners, snrvivors of
the war of 1812, and 3,812 widows of the soldiers, The
tolal aumber of pensivuers of all clusses on the 30th of
Juue, 1874, was 6,241, 4 devrease of 2,120 during -the
year, The aggregate annual rate of peasions of all clas
ses was 2,254,071 dollars 10 cents, w deerease from the
precedivg vear of 5,645 doltars,. The rull contains - the
nowmes of 410 widows and soldiers in the Revolutionary
War, - : :

- How a Lady should 8it on n Horse,—The
nnthor of The Book of the lorse says ;—" Theidealof a
fine horsewoman is erect without being rigid, perfectly
squire to the frony, and, untll quite at howe in the saddle
looking religlously betwoeen ber horse's enrs, The shouls
ders should be perfectly square, but thrown hack u itle
$0 as 10 axpand the chest and mnke a hollaw waist, such
nx it observed in waltzing, but always Hexible:  On the
texibility of the persun above the seat atl the grace of
equestrinnfamn, and ova the irmness below all the safety
depends. Nervousness ninkes both men and women poke
thelr heads forwant—a stuphl triek in & man; unpandon:
uble in a woman, A Indy shoold beud like w willow tun

storm, always retm;iﬂng 6 an easy yet nearly upri ht :
position. - This seat should be dequired while the lady's

finully with a lnnginﬁ rein, | which will' give roon for
cantering in eircles. . But: where a pupil is encumbered
witth reins, 8 whip, and directions for guiding ‘her horse,
she may be excused for forgetting all “about her seat or
her position, Tbe arms down to the elbows should haug
lonsely near but not fixed to the sides, and the bauds, in
the absence of reins, may rest io front of the waist.”

HISTORY OF THE WEEK.
JAN. 20.—The Rev. Canon Kingsley is reported 10 be
dying. g ‘ S
The Cnstom’s officers at. Hoboken, lstely, made »
845,000 geizure,

Couk & Co’y, baukers, of Chicago, bave sﬁapen-led.
Liabilities vot ascertained. ‘

The Prusgisu anthorities have imprisoned the Bisbop
of I'aderborn in the fortress of Wesel.:

The curling mateh between Quebec and Montreal has
resulted in favor of the former by 46 points, - - :

Moulfon's  examination was continued st the City
Court, Brooklyn, in the great scandal cuse, yesterday.

Berlin dexputches to the Loudon Times report the re.
lease of the captive terinay Bishops,

“The physicians in atiendance apon Prince Leopold au-
wounce thut His Highness has sutfered  relupse, and s
in 8 wenker state.

JAN. 21.—~The Turkish Minister of Foreigu Affuirs has
succumbed to the hurassing nature of the duties imposed
oun him growiog out of the dificaities in ecunnectivy with
the Monteveyrin outrage.  His successor's pulicy i w
be moure conciliatory.

A couspirney 1o create a geseral uprising ngainst King
Alfonso is alvendy on foot 1n Barcelons, the priveipui
movers beiug Repubdican and Carlist chiefs,

Lépine's sentevce has been commuted to two  yeurs'
imprizonment and perpetual disfranshizement.

The Pall Mall Gazetie says ihe Mootenegrin Govern.
ment have resolved on war even if it be pot already de-
clured by Turkey, Representatives of Eurepean puwers
at Constautipople are endeavoring to effect sn amicuble
solution of the difienity,

A Lopdon desnatch says that the prompt activo of
Spain in the Gus.av afiair will bave the effcet of making
recognition of the new monarchy by foreign powers more
certain,

The Right and Left Centres uuited have carried a mo-
tien for the consideration of the Coustitutional Bills at
Versailles, defeating the Government nud the Righs ou
the guestion.

A desputeh from Madrid says it is likely Connt Valme-
seda will be uppoiated Commnnnder-in-Chief of the Spa-
nish army in Cuba,

JaX. 22 —Tom Ballard, the notoricus. counterfeiter,
has been sentenced to 30 year's imprisonment,

The physicians of Frince Leopold have reported jes®
fuvorubly ou the condition of their patient.

Disastrous foods are reported jn California, caused by
the recent heavy rains ju that state, interrupting railway
and stage communication in many districts.

leligrinus disturbauces in the Cantoo of Geneva, Swit-
Zerlnnd, in conpection with the baptisw of chibiren by
Old Catholics, huve necessitated the presence of the mi-
litary.

A rumor was curreat,-in Teronto, that the Hou. Mr.
Crooks, the (Ontario Treasurer. had resigned. being un-
willing to risk the chunce of unuther reverse by appeal-
ing to & fresh constitnency. k

In the Quebec Legislature, vesterdsy, Mr .Church”s
motion to bring Messrs, Middlemiss, Dausereau, Duver-
pay sud Cotté before the Committee on the Tanueries
Exchange, ami make them answer the desired ques-
tions wus carried on a division. An amendment. huw<
ever, was carried, to the effect that the exawmination of
Mr. Cotté shouid be conducted with elosed doors, und
that the cominitiee should report to the House only such
portions of hiis evidence as skould have reference tw the
exchange.

JAN, M- Mr. Charles Sprague, of Boston, the bavker
poet, dieq yesterduy. agea $. L

Turkey has withirawa its demand for the trial of thuse
implicated ia the Moatenegrin outruges by u Turkish
tribunal. DR : .

The report of the Emigration Commissioners shows a
total arrival of emigrants at Castle garden, for 1874, of
1,249,702,

The English Government have demunded an- explan-
ation frows Peru, for interference with the passangers of
a British steamer at Callao. :

A bill has passed the Uunited: States House to- allow
Lt.-Comwander Pierson to accept the military’ Onder of
the Bath from the Queen, in recognition of his galluat
services agaiust the Japanese, - g )

The Journal de St. Petersbourg indicatesthat Montene-

rin hAs the support of Russia’ in her difficnlties with

Purkey.  The prospects of an amicable adjustment ot
the disagreement are said to be more hopeful.

The iron masters and colliery proprietors of South
Wales bave tarned the tables on their employés, aml
threaten o general lock-out unless they all return to
work within 8 weck, which would have the etfect of
throwting 10,000 persons it of work,

JAN. 3.—Montenegrin subjeets residing ‘abroad lave
been ordered home; und 12,000 troops have Veen des-
patehed to the frontier. g - S

The ice in the harbor at New . York -has swept away
a1l the buoys, rendering navigation exwremely didieal:
snd exposiug the shipping to serious dunger.

A despateh from San Franeiseo says that the flood at
Marysville and surrounding distriet hus abuted, leaviug
the inhabltants in great. destitution,

- A shocking case of alleged bady-farming has come to
light in Holly . Stone, Muss., no less thun five infunts
having been put out of the way within two months by,
wmeans of Jaudanum, o0 S )

“A skating matob is apnounced through s New York
despately, to take place in Brooklyn, 'the 26th inst, be.
tween n gentiempu. of this city and Mr. Cuwmpbell =
Lawson, of Nova Scotin. L ; .

1n a proclamation issued yesterday, by Alfouso XII to
the inhabinnts of the Basques Provinces and Navarre, he -
snys he longs for peace, but will fight for his righis, and
will see that full justice is anin done to the Rowan Ca.
tholies.  His Majesty was offleially proclaimed tv Cuba,
yesterday, by Captain-General Concti. -7 - :

Jan, 26.—The Moutenegrin ditieulty has ended into
compremise. < R B o

Alfonsa has formally notified Her  Majesty. of. his ne- .
cession to the throne of Spain, R
STt s stated that n preliminary understauding has heen -
arrived at between the Carlists and Alfonsists,

The Senate Comutittes: on Finance have decided not
to take any further action in the watter of specie Te.
sumption this session, . )

The first reading of the Bill for the ereation of a fe-
nate has passed the French Assembly, althougli cpposed
by the Left. o0 ‘ O S

A terrifio wale, sccompanied by rain, has been:raging.
on the British Const for the past two days, munerous

sunities resulting theretrom,

orse is led, first by huod, then with s leading stick, and ' -




