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About Menthol,

The medicinal use of menthol in China
and Japan goes back into the dateless
nges.  Isolnted references to its npplica-
tion in the Eust are met with here and
there in the records of Western travellers
in those parts, but we shall probably
never know the name of its discoverer or
the early history of its introduction. Wo
do not even know with absolute certainty
when, and by whom, menthol crystals
were first brought to the notice of Juro-
pean  plnemncologists, Tt is said that
they have been used pharmaceutically on
the Continent as long ugo ns the end of
the last century, but if that statement is
capable of proof, the drug must have fall-
en into oblivion shortly afterits introduc.
tion, for it was cerlainly utterly unknown
even by repute, to most persons in the
drug trade twenty-five years ago.  Sowme-
where about 1864 a consignment of the
drug was received in London under the
name of Chinese peppermint oil, and pass.
ingly commented upon for its curious
property of solidifying with a full in the
temperature. To the Jute Mr. John Mac-
kay, of Edinburg, belongs the distinction
of first having called the atteation of
British pharmacists to the valuable prop-
erties of menthol.  Mr. Mackay is believ-
od to have brought ¢ Po-Ho oil ” with him
from Paris, where it was then sold, in the
small red-labelled Chinese bottles familiar
to Eastern travellers, as a kind of propri-
ctary article. 1Tad menthol been an ut.
terly valueless quack medicine, it would,
perhaps, have taken Europe by storm
then, and roigned for a season, just long
cnough to gather a fortune for its first
exploiter. But as the drug happened to
have a solid' therapeutic value it had to
wrestle through the familiar stages of
contumely, ridicule, animosity, and unren-
souing popularity, just like any new creed
or reformer. The commereinl history of
menthol practically dates from 1878,
when an English firm in Yokohan made
a swall shipment of it to Loundon, deter-
mined not to rest until they had succeed-
ed in securing for the remedy a footing
upon the market. After many months
their shipment went back, with a note
from their agents, announcing that the
“stufl” could not be sold here, as no one
knew what to do with it. But the Yoko-
hama firm persevered, and they reaped
their reward.  Four ycurs later, menthol
crystals were the rage of the season, sell-
ing at 60s. per lb. wholesale, and carried
about in cone-shape by all persons with
any pretence to the possession of a civil-
ized nervous system

That was the hot youth of the drug,
when Cocking and Christy were kings,
and the vicissitudes of speculators alter-
nated between the poles of elation and
despair as rapidly as those of the loversin
an Adelphi melodrann.  But though the
twenty years of menthol in Europe have
been immeasurably more exciting than all
its cycles of Cathay, the drug has since
settled down to aveminently respectable
position among the well-cstablished arti-

cles of commerce.  Perhaps its carly ex-
cesses may be due to the circumstance
that it wus not quite happy in all of its
first sponsors. Anyhow, it came to stay,
and has settled down in our midst to o
steady career of usefulness in the inhaler,
pluster, cone, and snufl’ lines, and only re-
calling the duys when its heart was vol-
catie by an oceasional splutter of mild
speculative energy.

Such a period of decorous excitement
is now in progress. The menthol stocks
in Europe ave believed to be very smmll
and shipnients from Japan are known to
have fallen off considerably,  Previous to
1890 no separate ofticinl records were kept
of peppermint oils and crystals.  In that
year the shipments of menthol alone from
Japan amounted to 36,091 lbs; in 1891
they weve 22,017 lbs,; and in the first
half of 18932, 1,684 ths, That is & very
congiderable reduction, particularly sig-
nificant because i much smaller propor-
tion of the exports now goes to Furope
and to Amerien than formerly. During
the tirst six months of 1892, only 1,000
Jus, were cleared in Yokohama for New
York, 830 Ibs, for Hamburg, and 320 lbs,
for New York. There exists a wide-
spread belief that the coming winter will
witness a recrudeseence of the influenza
epidemic, and that we may prepare our-
selves for a cholern visit next summer.
Menthol has been widely recommended as
a remedy for the one, and peppermint oil
as a prophylactic against the other com-
plaint.  Furthermore, the Eustern ex-
changes have lately taken a turn for the
better, and any small advance in silver
reacts at once upon the value of Japanese
goods. Thesearve the main points upon
which the bull-speculators rely for a con-
tinued rise in menthol crystals, the price
of which has alveady advanced from about
7s. 6d. in April last to 12s, per lb. at the
present time.  Their hopes appear to rest
upon pretty solid foundations; but the
serious factor of the unknown stocks that
may possibly be held in China and Japan
and for the non-existence of which we
have no other security than the assurance
of & few speculators, should not be left
out of account. In our trade report we
give a review of the principal price fluc-
tuations of menthol during the last ten
years, from which it will be scen that the
price is now already higher than it hus
been since the beginning of 1887, It ap-
pears to us that one of the facts most
Jikely to exercise an advancing influence
upon the price of menthol must be sought
for in the fact, which now appears fairly
conclusively cstablished, that the selling
prices of Japanese peppermint oil and of
menthol since 1887 have been too low to
make it worth the while of the producers
to place their Jand under the very ex-
haustive peppermint crop. Thercare two
harvests of the herb in Japan, the princi-
pal one in June, and the smaller one in
August,  Allowing for the time required
for the distillation and marketing of the
product, the last of the oil and crystals of
this year's harvest ought to be now well
on the way from Japan ; and the fact that

the oxporters there offer very sparingly,
and require higher and higher prices for
their holdings, also goes somu way to up-
hold the viows of those who * think well »
of the article.—Chemist and Druggist,

Salol In Solution.

]

Sitlol has at last been obtained in solu.
tion us a pleasant, palatable liguid. Blixie
of salol, as described, is a solution by
mechanical weans only, of five grains of
salol in each dessertspoonful making a
palatable liquid, the advantages of which
cin be clearly scen in the fact that it ven.
ders the administration of salol very easy,
especially to children and those who can.
not tuke powders or pills.

When the elixir is administered, tho
salive, or the water that it may be mixed
with, produces a permanent emulsion,
which insures a much speedier therapeutio
cffect on account of its -tinc state of
division which can be obtained by tritur.
ating the powder.

As the therapeutic properties of salol
are well-known, it is unnecessary to dwell
upon them here. Salol is frequently pre.
scribed in combination with phenacetine,
and also with acetanilid, Loth considerved
insoluble.  We are pleased to stato that
both are soluble in the elixir. The result
is that sulol and phenacetine, or antife-
Lrine, or all three of these valuable reme.
dies can be obtained in solution together.

The solubility of phenacetine in two
grains to the fluid dram, and of acetanilid
two and one-half grains to the fluid dram,
indicating that each dessertspoonful of
the elixir or five graing of salo) may be
combined with four grains of phenacetino
or five grains of antifcbrine by simply
adding the powder to the elixir of salol
and agitating for a short time, when a
permanent solution will be obtained.

The solubility of two ounces of tho
elixiv would therefore be thirty-two graing
of pheuacetine and forty grains of antife.
brine, rendering the administration of the
largest doses very casy.—Indian Pharma
cist,

Can a Pharmacist Refuse to Pre-
pare a Prescription ?

This question is raised by the Union
Pharmacentique, and advice is given to
pharmacists never to refuse to prepare n
preseription or the sale of a medicament
unless by so doing their responsibility is
unduly engaged or there is danger to the
public health. The pharmacist is natur.
ally within his right if he declines to
prepare medicine concerning which a
doctor has clearly made a mistake in the
recipe. The editor considers it necessary
to add that a pharmacist may decline
to supply medicine if he considers that
there is no chance of beiug prid for it.
French pharmacists are further told that
they ave legally within their rights in
vefusing to supply medicaments to grati
fy a customer’s whim.—Bulletin of Phar

macy.



