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About Menthol.

The mnedicinail ue of menthol in Chinîa
and Jatpani goes back iito the dateless
ages. Tsolated referenices to its appliea-
tion in the East aire imet with here and
there in the records of Western travellers
in those parts, but we shall probably
never know the naime of its discoverer or
the early history of its introduction. We
do not even kniow with absolute certainty
wihen, and by whomm, menthol crystals
were tirst brought to the notice of Euro.
pean pharnhacologists. it is said tint
tlhey have beeni used pi-trmaceutically oi
the Continent as long ago as the end of
the last century, but if that statemenit is
capable of proof, the drug mmust have fali.
en into oblivion shortly after its introduc.
tioni, for it was cerainly uitterly unknown
even by repute, to most persons in the
drug trade tweniity.ivt years ago. Some-
where about 1864 a consigniment of the
drug was received in London under the
nualmme of Chinese peppermint oil, and pass.
ingly comnmented upon for its curious
property of solidifying with a fall in the
temiperature. To the late Mr. John Mac.
kay, of Edinburg, belongs the distinction
of tirat having called the attemntion of
British pharmacists to the valuable prop.
ertics of menthol. Mr. Mackay is believ-
ed to have brouglt "Po.l o oit ' with imii
fromu Paris, where it was thei sold, in the
small red-labelled Ciinese bottles familiar
to Eastern travellers, as a kind of propri-
etary article. lfad menthol been an ut.
terly valueless quack imedicine, it would,
perhaps, have taken Europe by stormi
theni, and rigied for a season, just lonsg
enough to gather a fortune for its first
exploiter. But as the drug happened to
have a solid'therapeutic value it had to
wrestle through the faimiliar stages of
conmtumely, ridicule, animosity, aud umnreî-
soniiig popularity, just like any new creed
or reformer. Tue commercial history of
menthol practically dates from 1878,
when ami Eniglisa firmn in Yokohama made
a smail shipmîîent of it to London, deter-
mined not to rest until they iad succeed-
ed in securing for the rcmedy a footing
upon the market. After nmany nonths
tlieir siipmnêtit went back, with a note
from their agents, annmouncinmg that the
"stuff" could naot bc sold here, as nmo omne
knew what to do with it. But the Yoko-
iaimia firmm persevered, and they reaped
their reward. Four years later, menthol
crystals were the rage of the season, sell-
ing at 60s. per lb. wholesale, and carried
about in cone.shape by all persons with
any pretence to the possession of a civil-
ized nervous system

That was the hot youth of the drug,
when Cocking and Christy were kings,
and the vicissitudes of speculators alter-
nated between the poles of elation and
despair as rapidly as those of the lovers in
ai Adelphi melodramma. But though the
twenty years of menthol in Europe have
been immeasurably imore exciting than ail
its cycles of Cathay, the drug has simnce
settled down to anmtinenmietly respectable
position among the well.establisied arti-

cles of commerce. Perhaps its early ex-
cesses mmay be <lue to the circumtimstanmce
that it was mut quite happy in ii of its
first sponsors. Aiyhmow, it camue to stay,
and has settled down in our midst to a
steady career of usefulness in the iimiher,
plaster, coite, and sntiU lines, and only re.
calling the days when its heart was vol-
calie by mani occasioial splutter of mmild
speculative enmergy.

suchm a period of decorous excitemient
is now in progress. The menthol stocks
in Europe are believed to be very smali ;
and shipimeits fromm Japanî aire knowi to
have fallein oit' comsiderably. Previous to
1890 io separate official records were kept
of peppermint oils and crystals. Ini that
year the shipments of menthol alone fromi
Japan ammounted to :16,091 lbs.; in% 1891
they were 22,017 Ilbs.; and in the first
half of 1892, 1,68.1 is. That is a very
considerable reductioi, particularly sig.
nificant because a mucithim smaller propor-
tion of the exports now goes .o Europe
and to Aimerica thani formerly. During
the first six monLths of 1892, omlmy 1,000
lbs. were cleared iii Yokomna for New
York, $80 lbs. for llamburg, and 320 Ibs.
for New York. There exists a wide-
spread belief that the coming winter will
witness a recrudescence of the influenza
epidemuiic, and that we mmay prepare our-
selves foi- a cholera visit next sunminer.
Menthol has been widely recomimended as
a remedy for the one, and peppermint oil
as a prophylactie against the other com-
plaint. Furthermore, the Easteri ex-
changes have lately takenà a tnur for the
better, and any smnall advance in silver
reacts at once upoi the value of Japanitse
goods. These are the imain points upoin
which the bull-speculators rely for a toi-
tinued rise in menthol crystais, the price
of whici has already advanced from about
7s. Gd. in April hast to 12s. per lb. at the
present fimle. Their hopes apptar to rest
upoi pretty solid foundations; but the
serious factor of the unknown stocks that

imay possibly be held in China and Japan
anid for the non-existence of whici we
have no other security than the assurance
of a few speculators, siould not be left
out of account. lI our trade report we
give a review of the principal price flue-
tuations of menthol durinmg Lthe last ten
ye-irs, fromi whiih it will be seen that the
price is now already Iigher thain it ias
been since the beginning of 1887. It ap-
pears to us that oue of the facts mnost
likely to exercise an advancing influence
upon the price of menthol must be sought
for in the fact, whici now appears fairly
cocielusively establisied, that the selling
prices of Japanmese peppermint oi anti of
menthol sinice 1887 have been too low to
make it worth the while of tlie producers
to place their land under the very ex.
hiaustive peppermiit crop. There are two
harvests of the he-b ina Japan, the prinici-
pal one in Jusne, and the smialler one in
August. Allowing for the timie required
for the distillation and marketing of the
product, the last of the oil and crystals of
this year's harvest oughit to bc now well
oi the way fromn Japan ; and the fact that

the oxporters there oit'er very sparingly,
and require higher and higher prices for
their' holdimgs, also goes some way to up.
hold the vmnws of those who " think well "
of the article. -Chelamist and Drugit.

Salol in Solution.

saloi lias ait last bt'emn obtainled in solu.
tioi as i pleasait, pialatlable tiquid, Elixir
of salol, as described, is i solution by
mmechanlical imeans only, of five grains of
salol in eachi dessertspooul if mimmumkimng a
paatable liquid, the advantages of wlicl
can bu clearly seen in the fact that itL ren.
ders the administration of salol very easy,
especially to children and thoso who eau.
not take powders or' pills.

When the elixir is aidimiiiistered, the
saliva, or the water that it may be imixed
with, produces a peruanont emulsion,
whichm insures a îmuch speedier therapeutic
effect on accouit of its -fine state of
division whichm ciai be obtainied by tritur-
ating the powder.

As the tierapeutie properties of salol
are well.known, it is uinnecessary to dwell
upomi them here. Salol is frequently pre.
scribed in comm)bination with plheîacetine,
and aliso witi acetalniid, both comidend
insoluble. We lire pleased to stato that
both atre soluble in the elixir. Thie retsuit
is that saol and phenacetine, or atitfe.
brine, or aii three of these valuable remie
dies cani be obtained in solution together.

Tihe solubility of plmenacetine in two
grains to the fluid dram, and of acetanilid
two and one-half grains to the fluid dram,
indic.atinmg that eaclh dessertspoonful of
the elixir or tive grains of salol nay be
combined witih four grains of phenacetine
or five grains of antifebrine by simply
addiig the powder to the elixir of salol
and agitating for a short timme, when a
permanent solution will be obtaiied.

The solubility of two ouices of the
elixir would therefore be timrty-two graina
of phenacetine and forty grains of antife.
brine, rendering the administration of the
largest doses very easy.-IndianI Pharmna
cist.

Can a Pharmacist Refuse to Pre-
pare a Prescription ?

This question is raised by the Uniun.
Par»maceuiquae, and advice is given to
pharmacists naever to refuse to prepare i
prescription or the sale of a medicament
unless by so doing their responsibility is
unduly engaged or there is danger to the
public Ialth. The pharnacist is atur-
ally within his right if he declines to
prepae miediine concerning which a
doctor hais clearly made a mistake in the
recipe. The editor considers it necessary
to add that a pharmacist may decline
to supply medicine if he considers that
there is no chance of being paid for it.
French pharaciiests are further told that
they are legally within their riglits in
-efusing to supply tmedicaments to grati

fy a customer's whim.-Bdlelin of Phar
mmacy.
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