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tho t:mo of Luther " tho reply mught be
given—** It was butiod beneath the rubbish
of Papery ; but it was buried alive,!  (Ap~
plause.)  Although it had beon turnod from
the purpose whiek it was designed to sorve,
the ngln of trua rel'gion still oxiated, and
was never extimgnsiied, for the tive of the
word of God liveth and shidath foy ever. It
Lved 1 the hearts of prous men and n the
valleys of tho Alps amougst the Waldensss;
it Inedan the cell of the mounastery, for
thme it was the hght that shene m Luther:
it waa the toreh that hindled the dume
bis homet. It was Wolsey who rard, on
rowhinyg the confossion of Augsburg, thiat
the Protestant divinex were atronger 1n
therr contiviaation of ths doctrme of right

cousnens by tath  thau they were e taa
vefutation of the coutinry dodtnines; and
Melaacthon and many ot the rotormers huad
acknonl dred the tingh of that statement.,

- Nk B
nacesaity for scriptural dmctplmo. R8 e5sON-
tal to the purity of Christ's Church, and
essential (. the presence of the Jloly Ghost
m the Church, The Churoh goatinued to
act mudependently of the State, when Magt-
land complainad that the Genoral Asnembly
held meotings wathout tie rural asseut,
which 1t was ordorad shouid bs cbtaied.
Bt Knas kasw the Queon's charactor, and
831 he folt sure thoy would be deprived 1t

" the Gospel,

Aauy treatises lind heenwntten--Wyekbila

had written two hundred volnmes—but all
avitled nothing until Luther preached the
Gospel, and 18 was preaching the Gospal
that touched the heart of man. Knox's
prayer, * Givo me Scotland or I die,”
showed the intensity of ns desire for the
conversion of soula and for the propogation
of tho pure Gospel of Jeaus Chnst.  1Ap-
plause.) 'They had heard from o previous
speaker of the avarice, pride, ignorance,
immorality and orime pervading tho clergy
at that time ; how liberty was erushed out
and tiampeled undar foot, and the peaple
kept 1 abjeet slavery. Dr. MeCrae had
given as lug opruon that the corruptions of
popery grew to o greater height inSeotland
than.n any other country in Western
Europe. It would be readily supposed
that tlho vinlent epposition of the Church of
Rowme would be oxerted against any who
wonld ventare to call in question their
priests, or oppose thaw authonty ; and se-
cordingly, one hundred yeats befora the
birth of Knox, a fol'lower of Wyecliffe was
burnt at tho stake for deciaring that the
Pope was not the viear of Christ; and
about 25 yoars afterwards a follower of
John Huss was pul to death m like manner
by the Bishop of St. Audrew's. Martyrdom
suel as of Patrick Hamilton and George
Wishart perhaps did more to extend tho
intorert 1n the Reformation than anything
olse, ro that when Knox appeared, after
the death of Wishart, to preach at St.
Audrew's he was surrounded by » groat
number of the nobility and iunfluential
people. 1n 1567 the lirat covenant was
signed, and a lettor was sent by tho Eari
of Glencairn and others, asking Knox fo
return, but bo was detained n Scotland,
and then oceurred the martyrdom of the
agod Walter Miils—an event wiuch greatly
oxtended the causoe of .he Roformation.
Such was the feeling at the time that not o
single man could ho persuaded to light the

ile gatherod around 3Mills, and tho Arsh-
gishop had to order one of his own bishopa
to hasten the work, Mills’ dying Lope
that he would be the lnst to sutfor mn Seot-
land mn tho causo of Chris, was realizod,
In 1550 tho sccond covenant was signod
by tho Lords of the congregation at Lor{h
before Knox's return, and soon after Knox
was proclaimod an outlaw by the Rogent.
Still the cause of tho Roformation went
strongly forward, and when Knox was
nekod to preach in St. Andrew's he ru-
nouncod that he never vaversd evon in the
thickost of the cowmbat, aud as for auy fear
of the danger that might come to him, no
man should be solicitous, for e did not
sook the hand or weapon of any man, but
craved audienco to bo hoard in regard to
tho word of God. In 1560the Parliamoent
ebolishod papal jurisdiotion in the country,
and prolubited tho eclobration of mass
under certain penalties, and reacindéd all
the law in favour of she papacy and against
tho reformed roligion. 1le was now clear
for tho sceond part of the work, namoly,
tho sotting up of a Church in Scotiand.
The Protestant was not jurmed, and could
no$ be formed until the gospel was pub-
lished and airculated throughout thu l{:ml,
In 1560 the first Gene -al Assembly of the
Church of Scotland was held, of its ownae-
count and without the authority: of tho
civil power, or the civil magstracy. This
fact ought to bo borne in wmind, that thore
was an ossential difference between the
Roformation in Scotland and that of any
other country.  In Scotland 1t was tho
work of the people ; and theroforo 1t was
thorough, complote, and soriptural ; 'where-
as in England aud Germany the reforma-
tion was controlled by kingly authority
and by political influence. The Ganeral
Assembly mot of itsown aecord to de as a
church of Christ its work as a separato, dis-
tinct organization, not under any earthly
rule, but to be guded by the Lord in whose
nawae it met, and who became its hoad, In
Ingland the Sovereign bocame the tempor-
al head, but in Scotland the Church sc.
knowledged no tomporal head, and aé first
had no alliance with ths State, Lat con-
ducted its own affauns, framed its own econ-
stitution, and onacted its own laws without
the dictation or mnterferedce of any ome;
but simply made its atandard of religious

vactice the Word of God. (Applanse.)
I;’he Assembly was requosted to estabhish a
platform  of poliei—a good and godly
policy—for the Kirk; and that work was
committed to six men, one of whom was
Kunox. Each momber had a part to pre-
pare, and in prepuring it they spent & great
deal of $itne in consulting the word of God,
and in imploring the Divino direction ; and
in courso of tisne was prepared tho Presby-
ferian polioy, the foatures of which Dr.
pointed out. Thore were four
of offico-hearors—thy  miniater,
teacher, tho elder, nand the
deacon ; and  superintendonts  were
also provided to preach the gospel
in distriots for which thers was not a supply
of duly qualificd ministers. e (Dr. Topp)
combatted the asserntion of come opponents
of Proteatantism that Superintondent was
merely another name for Bishop, and

showed that Kvox refased » bishoprio when.

in England, bocanse he was thoroughly op-
posed to prelacy, sxd considered it unscrip-
tural. (Applause.) In that book of disei-
pline was distinctly laid down the fanda.
mental pnnciple of Presbytenianism, name-
ly, the mzvht of the people in their seversl
congregations to choose their own minisiers,
ard, of course, all inferior office-bearers:
The highex conrts of the Chureh, and some

other provimous, were then described. A

notoworthy meiter, than which thers was
nothing more minutely laid down, wag thic

only of the richt to assamble but to preach
¥{e insistod upon mamisining
the iy nght. The strongamuled man
clearly lad down the necesmty of mantam
iz the Independenca of the Church of
Clinst—a distinicttan butwaen tiie (wo jaria-

dictions whioh semo modayn statesmen, of .

whom bastter thiug< were axpeoted, would
do well to observe. In 1371 the Church,

with ttaights and priviloges, wastakaninto

alliancs with the State; and in 1381 the
Secoud Bouvh of Laseiplineg, containg s
fully tl'e principles of Prosbyteramsuv. ro

bly and ot Paclinznent ; and m 1542 all the
rights and privileges of the Clanoh of Pres-
byterian form and government,wore gocured
to the Chureh. To Knox and hit evadjutors
they were indobted for the Preshytor an
polity and governinent, which the mure it
was considerad to hisnuind would commend
itaolf to the reason and judgment as sonnd
sud seriptural.  He would not m an offeu-
sive way claun for it suporiority, Lut they
wero of the opinion that 1t was tho best, or
thoy would not be Prosbyterians. (Ap-
plauss.) The systom was ono whieh gavo
the fullest liberty to the mdividualuiember,
winlst at the same timo it had the opposite
gafeguard of orderand compotont authurity.
It gave the people their lawfal yoico in
chovsing their office-bearers, and at tho
fama timo 1t gave she Church oourts their
lawful placa in tho exarnination and ordina
tion of mimstors. It was & systom that
perhaps moro than any other was fitted for
bringing out the ovorgies ani ssrvicer of
avory oune bolonging to tho Chureh in the
work of Josus Chmnst. It had salutary
chocks against lordly domination and tyran
ny, and on the othor hand against the licen-
tiousness of the poople. Itprovidol for the
exorcise of & proper discipline, and at_tho
same tune securod that justico should bo
done to overy inlividual. Its final appeal
was not to any earthly court, bus to the
Word of God, aud ite master was Christ.
The systems of Prosbyterianism had grown
up and extended nto iunny lands. Tho
sood was small, but then it was strong aud
vigorous. It was Planted by the band of
God; and to Him was ducits wondorfal
success ; until now it oxtonded over many
countries, and was bringing multitudes to
Jems Christ. It was now the largest Pro-
testant Churchi in the world; and whilst
tonacious of its own adinirable ordor was
Catholic in spint, and though 1t had not ex-
orciaed what was commouly called a prose-
Iytizing spirit, it was ready to hold out a
wann hand {o all whe dosired to co-operato
with it.  Although thus church had boen di-
vided, he rojoiced that in this country the
spirit of union secmod to be pervading tho
two Prosbyterian bodies; aund ho hoped
there would be a grand confedoration of all
tho Presbyterian Churches throughout the
world.  Wiulstho rejoiced in tho multitudes
who i all countries had sprung from tho
work of tho Roformation, be hoped they
would ever onjoy and masintain the .. -
leges which had Leon socured for thoia by
tho iabours and sufforings of tho men whom
thoy woro now seokiug to honour. (Ap-
plauass.)

The 124th Psalm (second version) was
then sang to an old tune,

A colleotion was thsn taken up for the
purpose of awarding a prizo to the writer of
the bost essay on some topic connected with
Presbylerianisni—she prizo to be open for
eompetition to all Presbyterian theological
studonts in tho Domimon.

Tho Rov. D. J. Macdonnell spoke on
“ Some of the resalis of Koux's work.” The
subject was broad and comprehbonsive, but
ho would briefly indicate some of the moro
obvious eoffects of the work of Knox. After
what Prof. Caven had said, it would not be
necessary to do more than barely allude to
tho great Roformer's influence on 12ducation.
Thought in regard.to education hadin theso
days bogan to flow in noew channels, but it
would bo the part of wiso men in framinyg
theories of education adapted to the altored
caroumstances of the present day to con-
sorvo all that was good and tseful in n sys-
tem which had proved so emiuvently bouofi-
cial to Seotland for conturies. Whilo there
is an unwiso conservatista that elings to the
old simply becauso it is old, there i3 an un-
hoalthy radicalism that ignovestho past and”
its teachings altogetheor.

In the second place, the influoner of Knox
is felt to this day in tho wattor of national
frocdom. Kuox was a pairiot as woll as a
reformer. Civil and ecclosiastical tyranny
were so intortwined that they must bo at-
tacked simultancously. Although other
nanes, such as those of Wallace and Bruce,
riro more readily o our lips whonwe speak
of the struggles of Scotland for political
integrity, wa rhould not forget that Kuox,
in Ing timo, did much for the same cause.
With cloar, penetrating  glance, ho saw
through the miserable fiction of the divire
right of Kings, and with boldnoss and dig-
ity ho mmntained his opinion 1n the pre-
sevco of the Quoen who was the living em-
embodimont of the falso principlo. ** May
subjects, having tho power, resis, their
princes 2" said the Quoen. “If princes
ozceod their bounde, Madawm, no doubt they
.mayibe:romsted oven by power."—* Powor
is mine; God has given it ;e ; I may use it
‘ag I will,” aaid Mary. *Not in the'least:
first xight, henmight ; national interest and
then royal pleasure; and there is no other
way of govermng the wozld." What a pity
that a0 many wito men wers so long in
reaching this conelusion! (Applausc).

A third reanlt of Knox's labours is Pres-
byterianism in Britain and Amerien. Knox
1a1d the foundations of Presbyterian pality
for the Church of Scotland, of which the
spenker was glad ‘to have tha hondur of
being s minister, and which wgs the n}uthcr
of all the Presbyterisn Churchea referred
to. Sho had a largobrood both in Scotland
and on this Continent, er children ‘had
outatrippod her 1 mzo and streugsh, but in
‘thesa letler days sho was renewing her

couth, anddio was not sure but sho. weuld
i)o able. to teach tham spue lessons yet.

He 'quo(ed‘frolfx 8 work recafily published

coived the sanctinn of the General Asse- '
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i the  fullowing statoments regarding the
Preshiyterinn Clurch: * Synuds thromgl,
oud the world, 148: Preabyteries, 1,1uu;
I Minwsters, about 19,006 ; Churches, 20,000,
Mewboro, 20,000,000, Mombers and Ad
| herents, 84,000,000, It we ndd the Luther-
ans, there will be a sotal of 45,000 009 of
[ Preshyterians — the  lavwcst  Protestont
Clareh in the world. ' And it, accordir
to the suggestion of Dr. Jenkins, m L
l speech st Hamlton the othor vight, 2o«
on toadd the Weslovnn Mothodist, wheeo
s governiient 18 pubstancally Ieeshyterian,
L loar ey woilld there e ?  The Eheshy
Cterian Chmeh was otie g fiuth and one in
polty thecughout the world,  'rom hwso
20000 palpits thore were al ont as wany
Frristos proclaanmg foom week th week
[ the grand old truth for wineh John Knox
fourlit <0 valiontly, He did not say *Lat
Koo was the founder of Prechyteriamsm
pved was WL than the tae £ Kpoxg hne
P KEpox bad vasre te do than Wy other sinale
"nune wath the eatablishment of Preshy ten
awsi i Seatland, und from Seatland Lad
flowed streams which had rafreshed many
lands.  Knox was not & igh-Churel Pres
byterian : ho id not bebievo m the Irvine
right of the system which he founded, and
uncinrch other Churches alneh did not
conform thereto. It was lus strong, prac-
tical senge, auided by tho hints given
in the New Testament—for Jhore 13 ne
elabarate system of Church gevernment
fully  develiped  thero—that ~ led  him
to  fashion tho Presbytenian  pohty.
Partly, perhaps,ios systern wae mouldud hy
h < intense opposition  to the Church of
Romo, and his keen sense of t'.0 onorinaus
practical evils which had resulted from the
mfluenco of the Romish luerarshy;in Seot-
land, for he bait early eome to the eonclu-
sion that Popery was uttelly wrong and
myurivus. It had been reomarked by o
previous speaker that the Reformation in
Scotland was the work of tho pauple, net
of the mouareh and the nolulity. Knox
was ono of the poople, and nearly all the
leadors of the Sceottish Reformation were
of the middle classes, Tn this faet is in
somo measuro duo tho result witnossed in
Scotland at this day-—that Prest yterianism
has a firmr hold on the penple, “while the
nobility as & rolo prefer the moro stntely
aud tho more cl:llmmte ritual of Episco-
pacy. While this stafe of things in to be
regretted, there is this to countorbniance 1,
that P'reshytorianism is a strong and manly
system, that will bear examination in the
light of day, and which has beon proved to
' be well fittad t levolop tho rehgous lifo of
christioan men. 'This, after all, is the test
of auy system of eliurch government or
worahip—its usefulness in preserving and
nouriching faith and holimess. With regard
to worship, 1t had boen a charge against
Prc Lytenans that the worship is bald and
unattrnctive.  To whatever coxtent the
charge s true, we must not hold Knox
altogethor responsible for the result.  Ilo
allowed great freedom in the details of
worship.  Those Presbyterians who hold it
to be a part of their duty to abjure hturgies
and all forms of prayor have no right, at
all events, to shelter themnselves behind the
authiority of Kuox and the early Scottish
Roformors.  Knox took part, whilo living
in England, in revising tho Bunglish Liturgy
and fur somo yenrs *“ the Bork of Common
Prayor” syas used at service in the churches
in  Seotland. It hag boen dobated
whothor the book reforred to was Edward's
Prayer-book, or John Knox's Liturgr (the
Genevan.”  Froude quotes evidence which
he regards as conclusively shewing that it
was the forter. In any ease, it ig clear
that the viow of those who hold that extem-
poraneous prayer is tho only right mode of
public devotion wns not the view of Knox
aud his associates.

The greatest work which Knox did was
the securing of freodmn to worship God. Lo
have pulled dowa Popery aud set up Pres-
byteriauism would hnve been a poor thing
unloss mons souls had been sot free from
bordage. The grand question was nnt
whather this or that set of doctrines should
bo the faith of the Church—not whether n
simplor or & more colaborate ritual should
bo the vehicle of worship—but whethor
human spirits were to have fall access to the
Father of Spirits and freedom to worship
him according to the dictates of thoir con-
sciences. It ia true that the reformors did
not always act upon their principles—that,
as soon as thoy gut the power, they infliet-
ed severe penaltics, for cxample, for saying
Mass. 8o far as they were intolorant or
persccuting, however, they weras so in spito
of their creed : the church winch thoy had
left porsecuted on'principle. Wemust remem-
ber, too, that there wa. a political as weli
as o rehgious motive for sgvero measures
against Romish worship.

Wo claim John Knox as our ccclesiastical
ancestor  Let us shew ourselves worthy to
be called his apiritual descondents. Lot us
not admire only, let us imitate. It will bo
mere vapouring to sound the praises of
Knox, unless wo walk in his footsteps.
What wo want is not men who think exact.
ly as Kuov thought, but mer of the epirit
of Xnox who will contend as boldly and
unflinchingly against the exror and infthity
of our time as he did against the provailing
ovils of his.aay—men -who will open their
hewrts as he did to reccive the light £ God's
truth, and who will not tamely avumit to
the claimsg of auy aushority which soeks to
bind upon their consciences the opinions or
traditions of 1nen when they have nccess for
themselves to tho Fountain of all truth.
(Applause.)

Mr. Macdounell thex read the following
admirable lines from the pen of a Canadian
lady :—

TRE KNOX THRRCENTENARY.

Sonnd kigh a Pijmn of grateful praise on Scotland’s
sharex to-day,

Let ancient towna and battered walls, and Leath.clad
wonntsine grey,

And jurple movra avd dungeon floors, hy Scotland's
INATLYNE trud, :

Giva Lack sn ¢cho to the sirgia of thankful prajee to

=~ Godt

Ner let the music die away, hat o'er the ocean swell

To forefgn vhimes, ‘neath brighkter askies, whese sons of
Seotland dwil),

Fromn whers, abuve the omarge groves, the Southern
crods Leams high,

To the culd snuw «1ad plains that gleaio, whito ‘neath
the wiutty shy.

And ld' e slwh the floating poies, on this oor weetern
siran .

For Scottuah tieatts beat warmly yet ¢z their adopted
ani, R

Where trany a acttlec’s - sugged . cot, fania the forest

ALl
Hath clyood to the Scottish psalm the. irother danght
hiee chlhl
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i fiue,

X

Mothinke, booind the eosthred shades of ey e
hnndred years,
§oece v aterng, oublows diee, of thicbtong hopor st

1ears,

A tine of contliet fieice and uigh, whon daikir «3 stiove

o wath light,

When fottore! ot thuowotf 10 (i s bl
for U - Right, :

Al brive goung Patrick Hlawilion 4 tby wawtve £ -
wleam bisa

e st of 3 tnd's voleean s, est Bobla o e

fanghe

But the Hbae sprohe that raded that vy song thy
s tvicd stk

St d gpoan Beetland) uany s ghe 0t o bttt e
Tie

Vil st Trudh, e all the S b vassc atoa
Lo ot wide

N patetly caft o nor waaaber anght coand s tean the e
W tde,

Invam the e cinel danss C L L pao f Hoaen < sevy
eyen,

e w Bodadt, a1 Ll God B s o
atlse!

The on et e tewdy Land, the glanes 2 ke ol

Fhe s e ghie watlt foe o, e wea b v el
Lot

Pl il ad wisihca o desr ny the fuaness to jes

tovnn,
AW thy pdet Soothand found, e, s Ton g
the stedin?

1w no sbbe waking dicam it dhoored s sl tlat

day,

Woan, tromthe galloy s 1o K e vaw ST Amiios vt ts
Kiey,

Al scomed to Suat the promise bredlod ow that i
loyed shopa,

1T er whare thou first dulst proach the wad, ey
voier shall soutd oned e

Full soon the pressace was fulfille ], and viror’s gi ooy
nuncht

Tad varSshe b, as the darkness Qs Lefege *he davening
Ight,

For God with Fis falthful e and Hio Almighty

an
Broke pricstly chatng and tyrant's wight o'ce all the ran
somed lan

Then lot uy heepr ~ith thankhfal b wis thes . clelieating

ay,

And to the beros of our faith 2 Ju artfelt fonage pay ,

Yet, unlo Gud, and Gul alone, 1w prateful pras:
azeend,

Who called hiv gervants o the work sud br nght ot to
thednd !

Aud ne wh hold the hentage of long surcending years,

Tha faith our fatiters won and kKept, thmugh warfure,
Blood suii tears,

Shlllet us fimly guard the trudh and shed ite g ht
ahronl,

Lill over every darhened land i3 shed the hight of
Uod

CANXALRNRIY

The Rev. Dr. Tcpp then proposed a voto
of thanks to tho chow, and especially to Mr.
Dnuglns, the Jeador, for thewr very efiicient
sorvices during the cvening, wluch was
heartily accorded.

Dr. Topp thon trok the chair, and the

Rev. Mr. King proposed n vote of thanks to
the Hon. John MeMurrich for his kindneas
wm presiding ovor tho riooting, romarking
upon the prominent part and great interost
taken by tho hon. gentleman 1n the cause of
Presbytorianism i Toronto. The vote was
cargied with great enthusiasm.
The congregation then sang tho 18th a. 1
19th versos of the 72nd Psalm, the Rev.
Mr. Roud pronounced the blessing, and the
company broke up.

OUR SUNDAY-SCHOOL
TENDENT.
Wo aro oonsirained to tell you about
um. Wo thwk lum to be the best in the
country. e is a jewol, and wo wih overy
gchool 1n the country could find such a ono
He 15 a hive man, He keeps abreast of
the times. Ho roads the best Sunday-
schoul periodicals, and has tho faculty of
appropriating tho very cream of all tho
suggestions ko finds, for the benelit of bur
school. e doos not introduce very new
fentures lie finds recommended, simply be-
causo it may havo the sanction r\? fome
ardent aud successful Bunday-school work-
er. Ho has a way of, testing and do-
ciding npon any important plan and jm-
provement, hke this: “I can gee thero 1s
ment init; but 18 1t appropriate to this
schoo! and this work 2"
I like hiaz plan in reforrenco to Sunday-
school ~oncerts. Ho doos not have them
too froquently, ns somio do. Once n month
he thinks too ofton. Once a quorter is his
rule. Ho does not try to produco a sonsa-
tion by thom. Nevertholess, be takes pans
to have them veryinterosting, and succoeds
50 well that thoy are botter attonded than
avy meotings held m tho community. Yet
tho exercises are always selected and con-
ductod, not as porformances to pleaso nad
enterta, but i such a way aa to impart
nstruction aund religious truth.

In the conduct of the school from week
to woek, he is very punctual, Ho invan.
ably opens the school at the appotnted timo.
Ho has hittlo ocension to urge the scholars
to bo thero in season. They are unwilling |
to loso aay {lmrt of the oxercises. Ho does
not say much about good order. His pre-
sonce aud manner arc so calm, dignified,
and withal so pleasaut and cheerful that the
scholnrs observo admirable docorum, as if
by o sort of mspiration. They respoct and
lovo lum so much, that they would not
wilingly give him pain by rudo itnpro-
priotios.

The teachers respect ond love him. He
counsels them to study the lessons well be-
fore nndertakimg’to torch them, and ratifies
Ins counsel by his example. If they come
to him for help in some difficult part of the
lesson, ho is seldom unprepared to give
them light.

But beat of all, he is an active, earnest
Christiau. o belioves that at na time in
1ifo enn roligious truths bo so profitable and
successfully implanted as in youth. The
object in all his work is to win the scho-
lars to Christ. Hbo labors with as many of
them personally as he can, and every ono
can see frequent dovelopruents of Christian
life among the scholars. Ile has many
other qualifictations of as uperior cuperin-
tendent. But thera is one difficully, one
sad drawback, which affects ns very much;
ono thing about our superintendent whioh
is a real afliction; wo are exceedingly an.
noyed about it; we haven't found him.—
The Pacific.

SUPERIN-

Tax Wiwre or Karwy.—The Dowager
Marchionoss Queonsberry has written to
Mzrs. Kolly, wifs of Robert Kolly, who wne
reeontly convicted and s ntonced to fifteon
yoars' ponal servitudo, for shooting at two
police constables, on the mght Head-con-
stable Talbot was fired at, offering to sup-
port one of her children, and encloring »
chisquoe towards the mmutenance of the
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LONDON RESUYTERIANG ON THE
BENNETT CAST AND DISESTAR-
LASHTMENT,

—

A meoting ol sunnstos s el il Loarary
of *he Fuglish Presigtenan and the Um-
ted Provlistarian Cha b oo London aud
oy diood wes vecently ! Mr. A,
Paton, Luaed ieskytonan (bler, s the
chan.

bre Tweabl Vrawr sead that be addicsa
U Ou the Beonnowt judgiuent und our Jduty
Lo the Daablir hal Chureh” I the firsd
Part el hie stated that st was the §oley
ol tas pacligo i the Claneis of Puclowd 10
iscoirage agitation on s qucstion, and
then assyrned 1eneons whicl jusutied nur,
isters anl iembers o the Faglish Uresly-
tenan Chueel i discusoig . He thon
stated that they dui not here dwenss tho
question o1 the ubstract nightfulness of a
Church kewablicliment, or of the propricty
ub ¢ ey Cleely diserpline throuvh (ha
Judicial Commuttea of the Prnvy Coounail,
The revare. 1 Doeter then sud Lo would
survey the 1acts of the Beunott casoe that
corcerned them, aud cudeavor to estimate
thoair dircetion and forco: and eontinued—
By wgeries Of degi~ious delvered durag
the last tweuty yeais, Uio dudicial Cognut-
tee of I'rivy Council has pracheally legal-
1sed au enortneus width of teashug u the
Established Chureh, with the simgle « xcep-
tion of M, Veysey, wineh waa QUL Qna.
voulable, inastuuch a< he dstied and ruli-
cnlod all the cardinal doctrines of the Chris-
tian faith, and vught as an honest wuan to
have left tho Church Luuself, 290 nul put
any one to the trouble and oxpense of pro-
nouncing Ins leval exelusion, Wb tlus
solitary exception, the jndgments ou dee-
trinal prosecutrons have slways boon i the
direction and have had the eflect of making
rovma m the Establshmeur for all varicties
of religions opinton and teaching,  Tu fact,
the Chureh of “ngland is now, by 2 suc-
cesaron of dehberate legal judgnients, lati-
tudinariamsod, and that with tho mavked
approval of the leadsg minds of tlus gen-
eration, ‘Lhe roverend l'octor then pro-
ceadod fo consider thewr owa duty as a Pres-
byteriaa Church as affectod by tho onunous
Bounott judgmeont. I sonture to think (he
smd) that it 18 cur obvicas duty to tako up
a position of morcased reserve towards the
Charch of- England as a whole. Whatover
hior claims to respeet——and they are many
—and whatever our beaning towsards part:-
cular clergymon and congrogntions knowa
to bo goundin the faith, we caunot put
cunfidence m the Chureh at large, or nffect
to think that the truths of tho gospel aro
overywhere safo m hor keoping.  Such an
Estabhshmont as now oxista s indefon-
sble.  On tho ple. of supportiz # Chnstian
trith it cannot stand, becaus. it is sproad-
ing Yormcmua crrors side by sdo with
healthy truths. Tins connot be long on-
dured, aud howover we may tako our own
way of oxpressing our opinions, I doubt
whother 1t iz cousistent with our duty or
dignity n3 a Church to keep silonco. ~We
ought to speak as ws irero wont with a
united voico ns a Church so soon ss wo
clemly discorn our duty. Ilaving kept
ourselyes thus far aloof from ccclesinstiend
political combinatious, wo shall; wlien wa
do speak out, got credit, I think, oven from
those who may thiuk our judgmont hard,
for being actuated by a paramvunt regard
tu the honour and authority of Divine truth.
Andf wo have to pronounce for disestabe
hishnent, 1t 18 simply becauso thera soome
to be no other way to doliver tho Stats
from complioity in the spread of doadl
errors, and to gain for the Protestantisms
Old England a cloar feld and fair play
‘Tho passages in the address which declarou
for disestablishment weve loudly applauded,
and Dr. Fracor was choorod on rosuming
Ins seat.

Mr. Donald Mathewson, older, }Mr. J. R,
Robertson, older, and Rev. Dr. Edmund
successively spoko and expressod thLeir con-
curvence 1n the views of Dr. Fraser.

The Rov. J. Oswald Dykes, in tho course
of his addross, satd ho was not sure if the
Evangelicals hai exhausted the imoans
upen to them for reforming the Establish-
mont, and suggosted that as tho fall of the
English Church wopll be a calamity to
Christiamty, lovking to the supply of roli-
mous ordinances in the villngesand country
districts, whethether it was not puasivle
that the Establishmont might be reoon-
structod on a truly Protestant basa Ly s
combmation of the Ll'rotestantism within
tho Establishmoent and the Protostantism
among the Nonconformists. Wich pam
and sorrow, he, however, felt shut up to.the
conclusions that this could not bo accuin-
plished, and that he could no longor hft up
& finger in support of the Xnghish Istab-
lishment, but must lend such aid og was in
hig power to any well-eonsidered national
movement for 1ts disestablishineni—an an-
nouncement which was loudly applauded.

The Rev. Dr. Chalmers, in zome remarks
ont and ount in favor of the disestablinhment,
said no Parhisment in tho conoiry cowld
ever think of reconstructing the Lstablish-
ment in the way hinted at by Dr. Dykes.
The Lvangelicals ought to have hoon ou
of the Establichment long ago. The ex-
umple of the Irish chureh was an infectious
one, and it would be repeated. (Cheeors).
Dr. Chalmerr, in referring {o the argument
made wso of by the Evangelicals for staying
in the Establishment in ordex to fight their
battle there, sad that reminded him of
what took placo at the meeting of tho Con-
vention in Edinburgh, bLefore the Frce
Church Disruption, when Dr. Begg made »
similar propesal, and ihat reminisconco
might account for some of Ins subssquent
actions. (Laughter, and cries of * heoe,
enr”).

Dr. C. J. Brown replied {o it in a talling

speoch, and he earried with him the wholo
ouss. As Dr. Fraser had admirably shown
tho discatablishmoant of the English Church
was 1nevitable, (Chears).

After concurring romarks from the Reva
R. Taylor, a cordirl vote of thanks way, on
the motion of Mr, H, Matheson, slder, voted
tho ehairman and Dr. Frusor.

Wo say, “Hallowed by tho name,” not
as wirhing God to bo made holy by omr
gmycrﬂ, but asking of him for his name to

o:-kopt holy in us; By whom indeod could
God be sanctified, ¥ Lo hieolf sanctifies ?
But rooing ho has hiwself said, “Be ye
holy. for I:also anx:holy," it is :this that we

others,

} ask and request~~St, Cyprian,



