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gr::d\t to fear men, and too foolish to fear
G

A widow, ?oor and frendless. God pro-
mises gpecially to care for the widuw, Ps.
cxlvi. 9. Man shoulddo so, Isa.i. 17 ; Jumes
i. 27. Her prayers made the judge “thiv..
within himself,” wlile she thought they were
totally uselees. 1t was pure selfishuess that
made the judge do anything.

Feur what he saith. e ozly thought
it, but God hears thoughts, and notes them
down.

Skall not God? 1f one so wicked, sv
anjust, so selfish, could be moved by impos-
tunate prayer to help one whom be nelther
feared nor loved ; how much wore shall God,
80 good and so holy, answer the prayers of his
own children, when they are in so much
greater need of His help.

I1. How to Pray, ver. 9-14.

Christ seems to have seen some Pharisees,
who, hearing the lesson, “ pray always,” were
filled with pride at the thought of * how often
and regularly they prayed.” Christ wished
{0 show them that the prayer of pride was
ugeless.

The temple. It stood ouabill The ume
of the morning and evening saciuice, 9 a.x.,
3 an., was usually devoted t» prayer, Luke
1. 10.

The Pharisee. The Pharistes pretended
to be, aud thought themselves to be, very
good; but few of them were so, Matt. ssiil
27,28. Men thought them guud, respedtuble,
religious people. Paul was one, Mait. xxiii.
4,7,10,14,15. °

His prayer—He stood apa:t, near the iuner
court, and spoke loud ; he sought nothiug , he
only repeated & list of his own guod dreds
and other people’s sins. [ thank thee. Yt
he was not truly grateful, fir he was proud.
His pride made all he did offvnsive to God.
He compered bimself with others, Lot with
God’s law, 2 Cor. x. 12.

The Publican. A tax-gatherer for the
Romans.  The publicans were generully ver,
bad peopiwe. Matthew and Zaccheus were
publicany, Luhe ni. 120 He stvod afar off.
Perbaps 1. tar outer court. Shawe e
bim bapg Cown bis head, Ezra ix. 6. He
thouglht L.nwif a grest sibner—worse thao
agy one «sv; yet ho cest himself on God's
mercy.  llow hamble, how earuest, bow short
his prayer !

He went home forgiven. The Pharisee—

hike Haman, Esther v. 10-12—uent home |

fall of pride, but with a senteace of death
Waiting for him.
APPLICATION.
This passage may well be divided, ot the
¢nd of verse 8, inte two lessons—

THE GOOD NEWS:

? .
. . b
1. Prey aludys.  This meaus, logk ¢
God continually for all you requira
¢an desire o thing from God, though wo of
not speckiug abount it ; that is prayer, 1Thy
v.17. How much we need this fesson, 3 °
there any one here who used fo pray, i
does not now ? God 0ill enswer. Pry.”
Him, os Jacob did. We c.u pray auywhs! -
—on a sick-bed, Ps. xxx. 2; ona deathte’ -
2 Chron. xiv. 11, xviii 31. Jonsh ig} .
whale's belly ; Daniel iu the lion's den. -
2. God will answer prayer when |
pleases, He promises to answer, bat ded .
not fix the time. Though we may think 5: ;
He will never be too late. When ¢
ydied, Jobn xi. 21. So when they prw -
fulr Teter, Acts xif., Elijab, 1 Kings x7i
4 . -
3. God's people ery unto Him duy :mE ‘
night. Do we? If we are prayerless a; -
are pot Iy, Ts. cxvi, 2; Fob xuvii, 101 <
xliii. 26. %
4. Take gour complaint to God mﬂu%'-f"'
thar man. Jtisa good thing if afflictiod
send us to Christ, James v. 13. Heisenl
ready to hear and able to answer, \k{
often will not listen, or canmot belp usj -
Kings vi. 27. ‘The woman with the isef |
Luke viii. 43. _
5. The proud trust themselves, and perid, "~
{ Whatever they moy say, they trast the )
selves. You may be all the Pherisee vas! -
sespectable, honest, admired s religiony, ui
despising others—~yet God mmy abbor o7
proudtheart, Prov. xvi. 5. You may bel& .
the devil, and perish with him, 1 Tim. i
6. Tke kumble trust God and: arc savs,
, The publican presented nothing but hissx.
Ps. =xxviii 4; sl 12, Thought otberi«
(ter than himself  Trusted ooly to &
wercy, aod was safe. Are you williog tot-.ts
,his place and his prayer ?  Then here -~
mercy for you. The dying thief, Inke nDi :

i 7. How hopeless the case &f those ik B
, than the Pharisee. “Who are evenaselt’,
, men"—who are proad—who never prelq
,to be religious—to pray, to give alms ¢ .
; who are unjust. The Pharisee was notp
{ doved, Matt. v, 20. i
8. God will not receive thanks from¢: .
, proud sinner. The Pharisees were rejects
80 was Cain’y offering of flowers, Gop. ¥ ¢ ..
Yoo must first scek pardons through Ch:';} :
4bel did so, Gen. iv. 3. ; Heb. ix. 22. shzé
%

!

9. Bewure of despising others. Tt
s proud heart—a heart uulike Chrigt—z"
for heaven.—Edin. 8, 8. Lessons. -

To repent of sin iaas grent a wark of g

las not to sin.—~Rro oks.




