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fomg g ®Cause the heart will not believe
iong . 3 Cimity against the mora} per-
od as they are revealed in the
o;dlnakes D.vine truth hard to be
¢ wij It is not the understanding
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g " not the sole nor the real cause
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the doctrines of the Trinity,

Nepa,e DAty - i T
E %cerano Ye of Christ, conversion, re

e (:f reﬁ‘u!_‘l‘oction, or in any of the
om Christianity, considered mere-
 they ClVes, to provoke or offend, how-

2y battle and puzzle our reason.
s the natyral mind, therefore,
meomprehensiblencss  of the
ton ;€8 as mere mystery, but the
the "Volved in the ficts. ~ How in-
i p%“g it cae €hemity of the natural heart,
iy T agg . Pelieve'and admire the Divine
;%g'}lee; tgo"dnesa in nature, and deny it
tiggon, , ¢ the omnipotence of God in
3 nd traple upon it in redemp-
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perfect in Christ.” The preaching of the
gospel in all its fullness is the appointed
means for the ministry of the Spirii.
Preach the word, is the command. The
word of the truth of the gospel is the ap-
polnted instrument to coavert and regene-
rate the sinner, and to sanctify the conver-
tel. «Born again by incorruptible seel
of the word of God.” It was * when
Peter was yet speaking the word that tho
Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard.”
“I have not shunned to declare unto you
the counsel of God,” Teaching us that
nothing should be concealed or reserved;
but alf truth, both in doctrine and practice,
fully opened and enforced. «The truth as
it is in Jesus” implies the whole truth, not
mere authorized selections.  Cecil has
well said, « Half the truth is alie.” Logis
and scholastie literature have added noth-
ing to God'’s truth, but have, very often,
bewildered the humble inquirer after it.
The Lord has « hid His mysterics from the
wise and prudent and revenled them nuto
babes,”

The Word of God is the foundation,
the combustille, so to speak, upon which
the Promethean spark of the Holy Spirit
falls iu conversion; and whers most trnth
is spoken, we are to hope there will be
most true conversons. While God can
work without means, He ordinarily works
etfectually in the regeneration of sinners,
by the instrumentality of the Word; there-
fore we must do God’s work in God’s own
appointed way, if we would expect His
blessing, for God will only bless His own
truth, -~ While all Evangelical Christians
agree on the necessity of the Holy Spirit’s
work in the conversion of sinners, they
diff.r widely as to the mode in which the
Spir$ works, Does the Holy Ghost con-
vert the soul by a positive act of sovereign
power, as in the case of Saul's conversion ;
or does He work mediately by Word, in-
forming the mind, winving the affections,
and changing the heart, by the instrumen..
tality of Scripture truth, Surely the Jat.-
ter is the ordinary mode by which tha
Spirit works. He proposes the truths, the
mysteries of Christianity, to the mind,
and then disposes the mind and will to e
ceive and balicve them. Honce the prom-
ise—<He that believeth shall bo saved.”
Thus « Lydia’s heart was ogenecli by the
things that wera. spoken by Paul,and or



