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and stationers, of this city, and was then engaged THE FATIIER OF BznL.O31ANîA.--There sa grow-
with his father and brother Thomas in the bookbind- ing tiste for autobiographies. We can scarcoly put
ing business until 1856, "l whien the thrce brothers, M. Paul Lacroix in that category, but we will give

thc the critic's views of one who did not write his own
Thomas, John and Richard (the oldest of the three, biography. The father of Bibliomania is dead, the
Thonias, died a conipatratively young nman about six- fanious "l Bibliophile Jacob," as he called hinelif,
teon years ago) succeeded their father under the style M. Paul Lacroix. The good Bibliophile had reaclhed
of Brown Brothers, as stationcr, account book Manu- a patriarchal age; he was of Victor Hugo's gen-

. ration ; he was one of those who fought under
facturera, bookbinders, &c., and by their combined the banner of Hernani, and entored literature
business efforts 8oon got to a forenost position in the with Alfred de Musset, Sainte Bfeuve, and the au-
trado, and whiclh they have ever sinco inaintained. thor of Les iMêiérables. They are almost ail gone
Their business is one of the largest and toit com- i now, ail but the master of them aIl, the imirmortal

. Victor Hugo. The Bibliophile, of course, did not in
ploto m the Dominion, and it is known far and wide any way enter into rivalry with the Master. If over
ihatever they undertako can bu depended upon." ho wrote poetry, vhich we doubt, it lias passed be-
Over twenty years ago when, owing to the war, Am- yond the nenory of man, and disappeared among
erican goods advanced to such high prices, to fill a the withered romîantic ]eaves, only known te collect-

coîîuîeicedors. Though, bis gouluis by rie means lay ini thatmucli needed requireient, they connnenced the pub- direction tho Biblophilo, wlien a yong inan, wrota a
lication of oflice and pocket diaries, which they have great many novels. Every one iras writing much,
coitinued over since, inîcreasinig in intereat every year, ,inspired more or less by Scott, and by a general be-
until now they aniount te over 160 varieties. Sub- l lief (to ise a vulgarismn) in the duty of " iaking
sequontly the manufacture of wallets, satchels, and %tnga skip." Classicism was over, the reign of pas-sion at any price had come in, and the Bibliophile,
other leather goods was added to their other depart- too went in for passion. Romance, revel, theknight-
monte. ly wooer, the fair frail chatel«finc, the ferocious and

Major Brown was a mari of the niost kindly dis- inopportune husband, doublets, trunk hose, rapiers,
position, genial, large-hearted and openî-hîanded, of convents, jesters, duels, vaults, graves, sud all the

rest of the miaterials were as much at the comnand
great integrity and high honour, ho could not conde- of the Biblophile as of his neighbours. Ie, too,
acend to do a mean or smail action, bad an intuitive could write idylls of guillotined ladies and dead don-
perception of the just and truc ; a good business inan, keys-so, atleast, says tradition, for only three words
energotic and constanîtly at his post, early and late. of the Biblophile's novels can be said to survive.

These words are l'orgic echerelee, quoted by ThiphieJoining the volunteers as far back as 1854, ho Gantier, and those words are quite enough. ''ie rua..
was a menber of Major Brooks' Comupany No, 1. sub- can be taken as read. Not fiction but erudition,
sequently that force wvas disbanded, the Queen's bibliography, book collecting, and research were the
Ownt formned some timle afterwards taking in muany forte of the Bibliophile. Be well desorved his nante,

for no one loved books botter, and wrote botter aboutwho had forierly been enrolled im the older coin- them. He could not compete with Rothschilds and
panies. In 1856 he was enrolled as a private in what the Lcopold Doubles, Pixérécourts, or even Charles
is now Company A of the Queen's Own. In 1860 he j Nodiers of this world as a collector. He was net a
obtained his commission as Ensign, and four years rich mai, but lie wvas ahways on the spot, always had

his eyes open, and his sale wiii probably be air.onglater wns îruted tu a captaincy, g oig te iagara t., nost mntercsting of our tinie. ie once picked
in comumanîd of No. 1 Company, doing frontier ser- up for a few pence a copy of " Tartuiffe," which per-
vice ; here he reniained during the winter of 1864-5. haps hlad belonged te Louis XIV. hiimself. The
lu the Fenian troubles of '66 ho took an active part Biblophi)e was at the head of one of the great publie

a libraries of Paris, the riglt man in the right place.
SHis mnost valiable bocks are doubtless his Bibliogra-

way on that iemorablo 6th June, when ho proved phie and Iconographie of Molière, volunies of prodi-
himself not only a brave soldier but a warn friend to gous research, full of every possible information
the men of his comniaud. lie obtained his Mqajority about all eitions, translations, criticisis, biogra-
in 1867, and in 1870 retired, retaining hlis rank, iv- phies, portraits, and illustrations of the great corne-

. dian. lhese books of course bave no popular inter-
ing hie entire attention te their constantly ucreasing est, but they are delightful to the lover of letters.
business. lis retirement ias made the occasion of As a critic and Biographer the Bibliophile iwas, per-
a prcseitation and address at the hands of the officers lha p s a trille too iigenious, too ready with his conjec-

f the Queen's Owni, -who in losing Major Brown lost tures, always clever, but now and then disproved byTime, and by later discoveries. But hypothesis hasuone cf te ust popular licers of the regiment. its valle and use in literary as in scientific research.
lie died July 7th, 1882, at his residence, Gerrard The most genuerally pleasing of the Bibliophile's

St., Toronto, after a long and painful illness, leaviit« works are probably his great and richly-illustrated
a books on the Arts of the Middle Ages. Botter read-a grife u and f ol ildre in The tse eldnst beys are ing, for the right class of students, was provided innoir groin tipi and fulluwing iu the saihe lino of busi lts gussiping papers of anecdote about books and

noss as their laie father. Men. These lie scattered in magazines, in the pro-


