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side-by-side contrast of truth amd faLhity, have Lad
suich marked results that during the lent nine
yean not a single houoeop.ithist or tecl-ctic bas
passed as such in% the province, so that the chief
of the homeopathic division has recently with-
drawn froi the council and is seeking the -elcal
of law under which it was created."

It is only necesaiy to add that our confere
las iiadvertently fallen into a luistake in stating
the terni of operation of the Act at nine years,
histead of a little more than four ye.rs, which is
the case. As a niatter of fact, the Ontario Mo-
dical Act received the Licutenant-Governor's as-
sent on the 23rd of Jantary, 1 8C9, and went into
practical operation the sumimer following.

ANATOMY.

ON THE PR ESERVATION OF ANATOMI-
CAL SPECDNIENS AND CADAVERIU

Translated from La BoanFuÂrx Mi.\FicaL by Jasmm
NElsic, M.D., Profemsor of Anatomy, Kingstou.
Undeniably one of the most curious things ex-

hibited at the Vienna Exhibition is the exposi,
tion of anatomical preparations by Dr. Marini, of
Naples. Durinîg the past few years Le has been
enabled to presierve in aun extrmordinary manner
hands, legs, and other puts of the human body,.

lie employs several inethods. Onc process is

that of mummification, imitating the Egyptian
method, and which perhaps attains more or less
complete rsults as to hardness and preservation.
In itself this prcess is not asteoisihing, but that
which is Most incompreheînle is bis system
which maintains the entiru ficæshincs of a region
of the Lumn body and even of a wiole body.

Thus a foot, which on a visit to Paris M.
Marini prepared ait the Faculty of Medicine, and
whereon is atixed the signature and seal of 1.1
Sappey, Prfessor of Anatomiy, has beeu preserved
without alteration since the 14th of Novetnber,
1864. On making an incision ilto this foot, the
subjacent parts are found to be in such a state of
freshness that one mi ght say the cadaver was
only a few hours old. The fatty tissue bas ita
ordinary appearance, and the tendons have their
brilliant pearly lustre. These tissues at the saine
time retain all their transparcncy, and in looking
at them in the shade with a light in front, the
different layers can be very plainly distinguished
and also the outlines of the bone.

Another method i that which M. Marini oalls;
the state of leathCry toughnesa (l'état coriace)-a
species of tanning. By this method the tissues
arc hardencd and have not the least transparency,
but after being placed in water they recover a
state of freshness. We saw a portion .of one of
these prepari.tions which the jury commission
had detached and labelled, and which in. thre
days afterwards, having been subjected to the a-
tien of a preparation, had regained ita freshness

and looked like a piece from a recent body. This
piece was detached froin a specimen prepared in.
1863.

Our readers may perhaps call t mind the pre-
parations of this nature which were exhibited in
1867 at the Paris Exposition by M. Brunetti,
and which were awarded a grad prize. Thes
ýrel=rations were made with :tnno acid, and

the tissues preserved vrry well their forns, but will not allow hinseif to k carriua away by an
reiainel pîermanently in their leatbery stte. idea of pecuuiary advantages.

Dr. Marini's processes, therefore, denote a
great progressive step. A t prv4ent they remtîîain
secret, but like M. inetti, M. 3 1arini bias
given, it is beli-ved, the formula of his pîrpara-
tions to the ctuiss.tion, and should they bc not
adjudged a prize he will retain his smcet.

Thebe modes of prepamition arc not ody a
matter of curiosîity, but it ix certain that pwacti-
cally tLey could lie turned to proitabis accouint.
Dr. Marini declus that le has treated by the
saine method wounds of a bad nature, and haëi
themeby seusiibly modified themi. Time and ex-
perience would give value to these pocesses, sup)-
posing M. Marini conses to a course which is
the only honest and scientific e, and gives to
the profession his formdie and wiethod of opera-
ton.

That which appia certain is that in these
prcparationa tiere entend no substance of a linox-
ions nature, for M. Marini as also prepared
pices of meat which are presrved in vessels, and
ho asserts that by peutting these pieces of meat in
water for several houre they are susceptible of
being eaten without danger. To :niislead those

pernons who would fain discover the lubstances
which le employs, he sads te these preparatious
of freih meat cither a drop of carbolic acid, or 4
little Cologne water, or peppermint, etc.

Finally,tbei is ariother systeum of preparation
which is ouly of service in embalming, and which
is turiied petrifaction. He las turned te accouat
the property of electricity in transporting from
molicde t molecule certain salta at one of the
poles and in eliminating theum at the other. He
has thus been able to penetrate the tisces with
insoluble salta, which make their way to the ut-
termost parts of the membranes and the celis, at
the sanie tiUe preserving the generml forin.

The processes which wo have previously cited
xay lc .qually employed in embalming; and

in this way the widow of Thalberg, the celebrated
pianat, desired t. embalm her husband, and
whom e preaerves in her drawing-room in the
fresh state o

Recently, M. Marini has been charged with
embalming the body of M. Daffito, formerly pre-
fect of Naples. He employed in this cas . the
process by petrifaction, in which the action of
electricity is resorted t". This procas requires a
certain length of time, and in order net te be
obliged t go every day to the cemetery, M-L
Marini bas applied a little electrical bell, which
strikes as long as the electric turrent passes, and
he as requested the porter in charge to send for
him only when the bell cesses striking. This
circumstance has taken hold of the popular ina-
gination, and to-day it is declared in Naples that
it i the devil in person wie is sounding into the
mca of the old prefect the bell of extreme unction,
for M. Daffito died without confessing, and was
buried according to the civil law.

In all the cases, we believe it would be a ral
servi& which M. Marini would render te science
wers Le te publiah his modes Of operation. He'
would he culpable if he did not, and w. hope l e

TUlE nauNErrt PiRotLaq,

To the abc, e tranuslation we append a reumé
of the lirunetti pnoeas, incidentally r-ferre. to in
the course of the article. It i given on the au-
thority of EU. J. HWaIek, in the Journal (f Ap-

The "inmetti proce.ss" for the preservation
of the dead consista of sneiral plnxresce 1. The
cii'ulatory iystem a cleanstl by M=a&hing' with
coll water till it issues quite clear froin the body.
This may occupy froni two to five heurs.

2. Alcohol is injected, se as t abstract as
nuch water as possible. This occupies about a
quarter of an hour.

3. Ether in then inijecce, to abstsct therfatty
niatters. This occupiee frein tva to ,en bours.

4. A strong solution of tannin is thon injeca-
ed. This occupiea for imbibition twoto"nhours.

.5. The body in then dried in a current of
warm air passed over heated chloride of calcium.
This may occupy two to five bours. me body
is thus preservedl, and resista decay.

CYST OF THE LABLUM.

Te Tus EDiToa or ras MnicaL Tnas
-sir,-laving just perused your number for

this week, I find therein an interesting case of
Cyst of the Labium,' quoted from the Amierican

1'ractitioner, and 1 admit I was surprised to find
such tumeurs were so rare as to e vorthy of se
special a notice. I therefore beg to forward to
you the following notes of a case which I met
a few yeara ago. Should you deem it worth ia-
sertion in your journal, it is at yeur service.

In the snimmer of 1868, a young and hcaltlhy
married lady, Mrs. A- , came from the country
to consuit me as to a tumeur of the right labiun
which shc had been informed waa a cancer. As
she had a huband and one child to live for, and
was about three months advanced in pregbaney,
she was most anxious as to ber fate, and trembled
at the idea of my coinciding with her attendant
in opinion.

Having obtained the history of ber case, and
examined the tumour, I had no ditficulty in coa-
ing te the conclusion that it was a simple oyst,
about the size of a pigeon's egg; and after soma
difficulty I overcanae ber fears, and got ber to
allow me t snip off with scissons a part of the ex-
ternal wall, thereby giving exit to about a tea-
spoonful of colourless albuminoid fluid,-much to
her relief of mind. I then placed a very maill
piece of caustie potash in the cavity, thereby de-
stroying the rest of the sg The process of oon-
solidation went on moet satisfactorily, and in a
&hort time ahe returned to ber home, and bas

since continue.] in excellent bealth.
The case at the tine seemed of little moment,

but Uic article you have quoted forces me te con-
elude 1 Lad a white elephant and did 'net know
it. Yours truly,

J. Liaa Lîzas, K.RC.,Ed & Eng.
Toronto, October 10, 1873.


