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tinued throughout, the sckness had ceased, and in
many cases wvhcye other hand-fed mnerbers of the
fàmiiily liad suffered frorn rickets, -thc children thus
treated had been entirely free. He did flot think
it well to coni.inue the treatrnent at any length of
timne, gradually leaving it off wvhen the digestive
functions were re-established. He ivas accustorned
to ordeir patients who were unable to take even
small quantities of cod-liver oil, miuton suet boiled
with the rnilk, and -the cod-liver oil used as an
inunction.

. W. Parker said: " Dr. Finlayson hiad referred
to the occurrence of riekets in Glasgow synebronous
with. the ernploynient of wonien in the factories.
This supported his (Mr. Parker's) contention f ully,
for* no one would gainsay the statenient that factory
life wvas very i"iiiiical to general health, and that
factory ivornen becanie too weakly tô bring forth
healthy, strong children. As recgarded the c onnec-
tion of rickets and scurvy, hie (Mr. Parker) could
not persuade himself that this wvas classical scurvy
as seen amnong sailors, or, indeed, hardly allied to
it. If one hflndred nien were fed on a scurvy diet,
ail -%would geL scurvy; on the other hand, this
so-called 'scurvy-rickets' wvas a very exceptional
disease, notwithstanding the fact that thousands of
children were fed on the diet said to produce- it.
As regarded treatnient, lie thouglit that plenty of
fresh air, bathing the body in sea.-salt wvater, with
subsequentý rubbing and miassage, the use of freshi
food as opposed to the prepared foods, would
effect a cure,' and that drug remedies iiiighrt be
given up. If it could be hiad, hie would recorniniend
a basin of good Scotch oatineal porridge every mnorn-
ing, for breakfast. He concluded by congratulating
Dr. Cheadie, the IPreside 'nt of the Section, on the
very interesting debate he had initiated.

Dr. Cheale, in reply, expressed bis satisfaction
at having the support of Professor Ranke, with
regard to the views lie had ventured to put forward
as to the etioIogy of riekets; and lie thanked hini
for the valuable pathological evidence hie liad fur-
nished -as to the visceral changes met with ïn this
disease. Hie could accept Professor Jacobi's views
as to the influence of inheritance in the production
of rickets, so far as they irnplied inerely the trans-
mission of an enfeebled constitution, 'favorable to
the developinent of the rachitic state, which .was

inîrediately due to faults of diet and hygiene. He
could endorse Professorjacobi's experience as to, the

evil effect of cow"s rnilk given nierely diluted \Yith
ivater. ht required preparation by boiling, and
mixing with barley Nvater, or some preparation
which would ensure the minute subdivision of curd
masses. Given w'ithout such precaution, the mas-
sive curd- dlots produced too often voniiting and
diarrhcea, which wvere s0 constantly the first step in
the developnient of rickets. 1-Is experience, howv-
ever, did iîot lead himi to place so high, a value as
Professor Jacobi upon the therapeutic value of
phosphorus. But his use of it had been lirnited,
and hie w'as prepared to give the drug further trial.
Dr. Carmnichaeli had drawn attention to, a point
which had been raised in his introduction of the
subject, narnely, the prevalence of rickets arnongst
the children of the better classes, and.the fact that
in such cases the children, being fat and apparently
well nourished, the co-existent ricketE wvas often
overlooked. The rernark by Dr. Ashby that
inheritance ofter! told by the transmission of dys-
pepsia, wvas borne out in soine degrec by the fact
that in sortie farnilies an inability to digest cowv's
rnilk appeared to be commnon to ail the children.
lie agreed that the condition of the liver and
spleen ivas flot constant, and niust for the present
be regarded as cachetic, and flot specific in chair-
acter. Mr. Owven's reinarks on the efficacy of
patent foods in exciting rickets were truc ; the
explanation lay in the fact which, lie had dernon-
strated, narnely, that suchi foods were largely defi-
cient in animal fat, and in proteid. The facts
supplied by D)r. Finlayson as to the increase
of rickets in Glasgow were most interesting
and instructive. M r. Freer's statenient as to the
value of peptonized preparations in feeding chil-
dren niust be received with some qualification.
Digested foods were of great value in gastro-intes-
tinal irritation ; but they should be used temnpor-
arily only; given continuously, they caused en-
feeblernent of digestive power, by supersediiîg the
natural function, and appeared to be liable to
cause rickets and scurvy. Cases of the kind had
corne within his knowvledge, for wvhich no other
cause could be found. Mr. Parker's views
upon etiology had, lie thought, been sufficiently
answered beforehand in bis introductory expo-
sition. lie mîust also take exception entirely
to the stattaient that spongy gums and foetor
of the breath did flot occur in infantile scurvy.
This wvas flot so; these signs wvere usually present;
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