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DIPLO-BACILLARY CONJUNCTIVITIS 0F MORAX-AXENFELD.

Drs. Jno. Stirling and S. H. McKee report a case of conjunctivitis
due to the special bacillus known as the Morax-Axenfeld diplo-bacillus.
The diplo-bacillus was detected by Morax in 1896. Heë stated that
with a pure culture of the bacillus he could set up a conjunctivitis.
Axenfeld,of Marburg, reported in the sanie year 51 cases in which the
same bacillus was found. Morax called the disease subacute conjunc-
tivitis and Axenfeld namned it chronic diplo-bacillary conjunctivitis. In
America cases have been reported by Dr. Schweinitz, Beasy, Ait, and
Gifford. Recently it has been observed in Moji;real.

The appearance of the eyes in a case were as follows : Both eyes
inflanied, edges of lids, especially at inner and outer canthi, show ed
marked reddening (blepharo-conjunctivitis), conjunctival sacs contained
srnall quantity of g'ieyish-yellow discharge, palpebrae and conjunctivoe
were ver>' injected, the superficial vessels propiinent, while the slight
involvement of buibar conjunctiva made the contrast rnarked.

The bacillus is detected b>' the following method : Gentian violet, 25
seconds; washed with water; Gram's iodin solution, 15 seconds; washed
with alcohol; washed with water; safranin 5 per cent. solution, 5 sec-
onds; washed with water. The slide is examined and will be found
to contain square-cornered, red-stained diplo-bacilli about 2 microns
long and i micron wide.

The treatment which gives the best resuits, not oni>' for the con-
junctivitis, but also where the cornea is invovled, is instillation of zinc
suiphate one quarter to one per cent. The disease, if flot properly
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